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thutider rollng above hier, on au alîgry &eEa,
andi with adiverso tides. Soon lier strengtbi
andi vigor becn:ning etiervatati anti week, lier
zeal andi godtins decliniiug, elnmost dying

wyandi scercely struggling on wt e
luxeà ti ergy anti a staiiied innocence. Yes,
often bas due Chureli bcen in troubleti waters,
anti ofieut lias the seen exceedingir atixiotis
tirncs,-troub)leti somaitimes byv tbhe fires of
persccutioii arounti lier; sonietînias dark, it
iney lic, fioni lier own iniquity;- sotntimes
tie tlearest bloond of lier chîltireu shied lut lier
luehaif ; sonietiînes nîourniîug andt soîre lamen-
tationi tluat lier vn7earl s desolate, lier
fire ail but ous. Ave ; lut mark even then the
attitude of Christ. Neyer for a nmoment lias
bue desertet i ter, In her very tiarkest seasotis,
wben stornis anti parsecutions, wlueti liostihi-
ty anti violence everywhîere asseilei lier, atl
14 ho founi clieaîing lier, 'oui, succoriuig lier
relient eues, anti consoting lier mourners-
thie caîuùîii of otir saivatioîî! Ife usever onîce
desertate pi ost of danger, or left tia Clturch
to luerseif in-a tr-ving momenit, Neyer, surely,
diti parent tendti witlh greater solîcitutte and
conz.ern the chuttiren committet i ls charge,
iiaui titi oîîr 1tedeemer îvith bis hetoved
flock. Pouir slurouglu the whîele courme of that
Cliurclî's liistory anti nil its evetîts, wlietber
1 i infancy *or lisiinanulood, ilu strength or
%weakness, ii îiersecutiouî or safety, amid gond
reîînrt or ilu bat, stili Jess apîlatrn, îîourislb-
iuig anti clîerisliiug, standing ut axil timies lier
truest friand, lier stroiugest stey et a time of
nied. Anti if it bue an inilier ativersity îvbat
shall a-o suv of lier wantierîigs froua lus
pnthis? Foni, CIOII then, lie forsook lier flot
forayer. MaItrvellous ferbearance and com-
passioni thînt wns ever reatiy to receive lus er-
ru- Rock tu his folti, anti etrich. tlii witb
itew treasures of bis grace!

Christ lovedtheUi Clîurchî! lUic npast thiet
divitîest syunpathy nîcet plainly appears.-
But tia e:ideiice. great as it is, is iiot su-
nied up even lu the 1 ast. Sce that itedeeni-
er slow, exaltetl te ha a Prince and a Saviour
of inca: anti even in lus exaltationi ie cen
sItil sec hir, couitinueti cure. Eveit uow, lue
muihi cardets oit thc work lie begeti oni earthî;
)lis tinte shleut ini guardiuîg anti protecting the
literests anti ivalfare of lus Church, lu binîti
ig uî the nîany bleeding heurta whieh mnay

lie sii lier, ini consoling lier sorrowing oites,
lu relieviutg her (listresset. fllessad exalta-
lion!I for nor Il ie liave ani advocate with
1ite Fatber, event Christ Jesus, tha igh-iteous,"

saeing tec ever livt to uiake intercession
for us." Now is liii, guîardiatisbil) confirniat

uiiexteuuted, anti tIhe Ciiurcu rtjoices ilu tae
fttvor oftian eIder Brother, rhuose love tuasseth
1111 Kn<wot.edge, andi rhsose Waîcheifuiase.s is ilst-
Àcaptalule of cha:nge.- ilat eye "4 lever tuin-
bpe, neyer slçepeS."

lit te prteseîtit, thien, Christ loves his
Churcls! Anti tor shal ire tait of that fu-
ture, cutcirched, as it is, witlt thuat lutie of
blesset luopes anti glorious ailtcaius-.

future of %Vhiclî it is Raidi tit, 19 eyc lntl tint
seuil, nior vair huard. nuither have cîttereti ini.
to the hcart of mans, the thîîîîs whicb CroI
liath prepreti for thein tliet love him." But
now wue înti rejnice-having the Rleieemier'i
promise thudt lie is prepring at place for us,
and.ti Biutso hae &hall coule agein to, take ns.
to himnsel, thiet where lie is theric we rnay% lie
also, anti b. fnreî'er. The exact nature of
that future we kiiow not now ; but greut in-
deed nitust bue tie glory which Goi lias pro-
pîtreti for lus penople iii a better home; inar-
vellous iîdeti the, hionor wheti Christ does
presetit this flock-a gloriou% Churdi, flot
havîîîg spot or wi inkle, or rL!y sucli tbing.

Christ loveti the Cliurchi! Say, tiien, what
more coulti our lteduemer do thans bias been
doue ? See how lie lias led. that Church on
froua the very heginning of its history
guardeti it iti'stinslîjue and clîcere t Inl
atorm; borne with its shîortcoinings, granted
kt the light of lus pure andi hnly truth -, îay,
spared not luirnself, but freely gave liimself
up a ransom for mais)- Anti the is nafot our
Saviour even now pleatiing that cause of ours
in Heeren, nourisbîng anti cberislig lus
Rock, and witb the promise thtat ut lest lie
shoulti corne and take tliat Clîuircb bome tu
himpelf ?

My dear friendi : Neeti we lue reniinded of
tlue deht of gratitude we owe ? Surely sucht
unexampled self-sacrifice hes pîower enougli
iin itselt te move us, îvithout a word front
man. Ahi ! tuever lat it be saiti thiat such ai
marvellous display ef love and mercy has
be -i gien. a display-euch as not the angels
of heaven lieard of before, anti likely neyer
will again-and yot thuat, our heurts shoulti
remein unmoved. Neyer may thte chai ge of
such. base ingratitude be laid to, us. Nay ;
but may this very love of Christ constrain us
to devûte ourselves as livinig sacrifices to
Goti, for it is our reasonable servicc-a ser-
vice andt duty incumbent on, r.1l. Li accord-
ance with that duty tien let i Et ail trnesç
set. 'y klet every motive'be regulateti,
anti every day bie slleu. By it should we
engage lut the ordinary duties of life, and byv
it sîtould, our sp)iritual ardour be rekindled
into a livelier fhusme.

Press ou tdieu, Chiristian frientis. Fighît
manfuily the goond figlut of faithi. Lay ltild
on etertiul lite. Be stroiîg. ]?nrgettin- thie
thîin s tlîat are bebinti, the v'ery acquisitionï
yout~ave matie, press onward te the mark
for the prize of te hîigh, calliîîg of Got ils.
Christ; anti aithougli there shtouit ba mativ
difficulties to be mat, many etuemiies to, be
fought, many opposiî2g forces to hoe subdued,
vat with nur trust iii God ant in luis miglit,
let us stek, to do vuliantly. Anti vith bsis
proiniseti nid anti ettergy wbIat tîeti ive ferir?

Met logether, as we are about tu lie this
dav, as a Court of Chrise' Church on eartlî,
doubttess this very attention anti cre of
Cliri-;t towardi lus people %vili, weigh upon

Ius, iulcreasinger, on Oue one bandit, ot.4 levl-


