
The Mfontlily Record of the Ch/urch of Scotland.L
SOME TIIINGS ClIURCHES ARE NOT

MEANT FOR.

lIA 11EV. JOHNS UALL, D>. D., N. Y.

AM00thei rno.t in linential institutions
in tho United Staîtes are the ehiarches.

Thvaefelt il olne% wîy ind aîotler,
ni ]i.44 iii utfle towns i N'ebraska, îvith
memhul>rships ot sa v soren men andi' six-
tuer- 'vtoîîîî'n, Li:îtn in St. Louis, Neîv Or-
le %is or 9..-tv Vo)ril. AUL thatt affects

tlîein pos-suses intercst, and wu may
veniture to speaik of' th.,wi liore as a whiole.
aiîd witlieut regard to diliéeiaes auîongr
themselves. WVo taîke iii the neîvest aînd
the eldest, the gîreatest anîd the<1 least of
tlîem. WCe propose to hlit ait Sorne tlîag
for wlaich elaurches are net adapted ner
itiided, and tc e it in the interest of
theni ail!, for ci Pi the worst of tiien is
better thaa nouîu.

1. Tlîey ar- flot for berthis foi, pasters.
Thcey aire public servants. They and the
buildings in which they ofliciaite aîrt for
the people. It is only in a seondaîry
seaise that WC cari tailk of IlDr. Jones
ehutrch." It is no more bis thax the
Sonate lîouse belongs to the Senate, or
the town hall te the Oflieia«ls. l9robaîbly
the pliraises is naL otten serionsly tnisun-
c!erstood; but it wvould be inicer te t[k
iu some etiior îvay. I)r. .Jones niay îîot
bu aunpressive or annificent, aînd I
aîîight I ike to bc associaîLed îviîl sonie-
thiingglreuter than Dr. Jones or Dr.

Jones ~ ~ ma-';Ji
evcn disag.-recable; and it is a pit-y to
tenipt nie te run away froin a ge thi"
beeause it scens to be "lDr. Iones."

:2. Nor are the cliurches for the amuse-
nient of tho people. Thiat is a very grond
and pro per objeet, cspecially as se luaay
airc lard worked. BtInt he chutrchos are
no more for tliis usefil end than colleges
fo, nîaking clothes, or ships of waîr for
d- edging oysters. Thei better ta!ih:s the
college m:îkes the Nvorse scholars, aînd
t1ie better the war-sliip tie 'verse fur col-
lectino- ovsters; anda the better fun the
clirce nîakes the worse it is as a churcli.
01 course yon cannot Ilboy&" Ironi tak--
ing their ",&irl8" ~uieteezu

service for otîxer uise than its pri mary;
but thar dous flot affect the st5lid stato-
ruli)t.

Now it is extremely easy to allege thiat
thei du. es, stupids, sleepy-headï who
bare.ly (listuri) the sluni b rs o f the
1. oli fogiles" Who sit tiuaer tlien, have
au iterost iu ptishing tiuis doctrine Ad-
mitting tiais, iL is stili truc that the
elitnrces aire net for diversion, aînd that
it is better that meui shouldt take their
airnusement (if ive îay borrow a figure
froan :înother place), -1 straight' lhait
take it dilt, cd wvith religion.

3. Nor are they advertising mediutus.
What belongrs to tlîe people-the cliurch
faiily gatlaering theraa-aid lu the end
l'or which they are gathcrcd, nîay be
Il intiniaîedl." As te the other tiaings,
have ive îot a ubiquitous press? Wfiat
printer refuses his type for proper pay-
mentP Why should the paîstor take tlao
brend ont of honest men's nî9uths? Of
course thc attendants niay do an amount
of ativertîsing en hcir own aceutnt;
nîaîy exhibit tlicir own wares; p r<claim,
the paîying business they aire doing; and

g t tlîeniselves under the publie notice.
But tduit is the individual in genuity; the

chaurcli canet hielp it, and good sense
anal good taste generally k eep it in
check.

4. For the clitirches arc not for pro-
moting privite bussiness. If Mr. To0n-
sure "&joins" in the hope tlîat he wiIl get
tie sliaving and hiair-cutîing of the nien-
bers;- Mr. Serivener that hoe may draw
their wills; 2%r. Dentifrice that lac may
fil! their teeLli and bis Pockets, and se on
through dry gonds, soit goods, pills, and

;'ttcg ic c4izirce ,r ihe Worst, and
se are the people. Why, my df-r sir, it
is net Presbyterian petatees I wanut, but
geood potatees. Nor is it any înitigation,
cf iy annoyance over a very ba'. paîir of
d tr2shoesî,hat the seller is sound in the
faili. :-y shocs aire net sound. Wlîat
good, honest niau wîshcs to throw his
rýeligion ialo the scale te supplenient

liht bread, or too say in effeet: hi
is a, bad bargain yen tire gettin g, but

as ehurehes aire uscd to aake, or toe i-
p-air busiiness cliaracters, thcr-e will ho
îiew andl thon couepicuous faitures. Tfhe
-very best hospital laivatit tua outaie


