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SOME THINGS CHURCHES ARE NOT
MEANT FOR.

BX REV. JOHN HALL, D. D., N. Y.

AMONG the mostinfiuentinl institutions
in the United States are the churches.
They we felt in one way and another,
not Jess in little towns in Nebraska, with
memberships of say seven men and six-
tee~ women, than in St. Louis, New Or-
lews or New York., All that affects
them possesses interest, and we may
venture to speak of them here as awhole,
and without regard to ditYerences among
themselves. We take in the newest and
the oldest, the greatest and the least of
them. We propose to hint at some things
tor which churches are not adapted nor
iutended, and we do it in the intevest of

them all, for cven the worst of them is
better than nonu.

1. ‘They ars not for berths for pastors.
They ave public servants. They and the
buildings in which they officiate are tor
the people. Itisonly ina secondary
sense that we can talk of *Dr. Jones
chureh.” It is no more his than the
Senate house belongs to the Senate, or
the town hall to the officials. Probably
the phrases is not often seriously misun-
derstood ; but it would be nicer to talk
in some other way. Dr. Jounes may not
be impressive or magniticent, and I
might like to be assuciated with some-
thing greater than Dr. Jones or Dr.
Jdones may br eéxcessively emall and
even disagreeable; and it is a pity to
tempt me to run away from a good thing
hecause it seems to be ** Dr. Jones.”

2. Nov ave the churches for the amuse-
ment of the people. That is a very good
and proper object, especially as so many
are hard worked. But the churches are
no more for this useful end than colleges
for making clothes, or ships of war for
d-edging oysters. The better tailo>s the
colleze makes the worse scholars, and
the better the war-ship the worse for col-
lecting oysters; and the better fun the
chureh makes the worss it is as a chuveh,
Of course yeu canuot ** boys” from tak-
ing their * girle” 1uq using tbfo?en.ing
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service for other uses than its rimary ;
but that does not affuct the solid state-
ment.

Now it is extremely easy to allege that
the drones, stupids, sleepy-heads who
barely disturb the slumbers of the
*old fogies" who sit under them, have
an interest in pushing this doctrine  Ad-
mitting:  this, it is still true that the
churches ave not for diversion, and that
it is better that men shonld take their
amnsement (if we may borrow a figure
from another place), **straight" than
take it dilt. ed with religion.

3. Nor are they advertising mediums.
What belongs to the people—the church
fumily gathering there—and to the end
for which they are gathered, may be
“intimated.” As to the other things,
have we not & ubiquitous press? What
printer retuses his type for proper pay-
ment? Why should the pastor take the
bread out of honest men's mquths? Of
course the attendants may do an amount
of advertising on their own account;
muy exhibit their own wares; proclaim
the paying business they are doing; and

et themselves under the public notice.

ut that is the individual ngenuity ; the
church cannot help it, and good sense
and good taste generally keep it in
check.

4. Foy the churches are notfor pro-
moting private bussiness. If Mr. Ton-
sure ** joins” in the hope that he will get
the shaving and hair-cutting of the mem-
bers; Mr. Scrivener that he may draw
their wills; Mr. Dentifrice that he may
fill their tecth and his pockets, and so on
through dry goods, soft goods, pills, and
potatoes, tho churches are the worst, and
so are the people. Why, my deur sir, it
is not Presbyterian potatoes I want, but
good potatoes. Nor is it any mitigation
of my annoyance over a very bad pair of
demrishoes that the seller is sound in the
faith., My shoes ave not sound. What
good, honest man wishes to throw his
religion into the scale to supplement
light bread, or too say in effect: This
isa bad bargain you ave getting, but
then-~1'am a good churchmaun?®  As long
as churches are used to make, orto re-
pair business characters, there will be
now and then conepicuous failures. The
very best hospitala Lave ts tyra out some
“ourables.” R



