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4,opliie streteh af imagination ta assume
that they may, by atînospherie influence,
be scrcened froin undue radiation. We
fiad such. infinitely ivise and mnifold
proofs af God's joodneSs and wisdom,
withtin the more inîruediate range ai aur
scrutiny, that we are bound to believe
titat the exercise af tiiese attributes must
extend in an equal degree ta te more
distanit theatres of the Divine aperations,
ta which aur planet stands in a mare
minute relation than the sinallest aiisro-
scopie atin ta the globe ai which it
formis a part. That is surely an unutatu-
tally restricted construction which cer-
tain public teachers put an the wonder-
fally comprehiensive intimations in the
first ehapter af Genesis, wiuo internret
the stateunent as ta the creatian ai the
stars on the fourth day, ras eonveying
thue idea that they were soleiy Ilset la the
firmnament ai the hecaven ta giveliglit an
the earth, afid ta be for signs and for
semaons, andi for days andi for yeaes-
or -telio, from other passages, regard theun
as nierely intended ta generate profound
adniiraÛion ai God's, glory inthle 1eavens,
Mally deducing fram these acknoivledged

purjuoses the probability af their bu*ingé
destitute ai rational beings. Such con-
structions appear as unreasonable as if
it ivere asserted, wuhea Luke aflirnis
14tiat there went out a deee ai Cesar
«Augustus that aIl the 'world shouid be
taxc<I," the îvorld, the whole odat
wuthng but the wovrîti, ias ineant -ar
as if it wcre argujet that the manifestiy
figujrtive language of Johin as ta the
inadequacy a? "t1he world itseli " ta
contain ail the 'books that should be
wrî'tten, if ail the tiuug-s aur Lorid riaidi
andi did were rcdeoulto be re-
gardeti ius a strictly litera sense. It
sîikes uis very fareibl 'y thiat the limita-
lion ai the varieti and in'îmitably sub-
lime ofgugea the B3ible, as ta tue
glory of the licavens, is bere f ailis
Oepthan fuiness ai naturai nseaning,0

wlien viewed as relating exclusiveIy ta
esquisitely beautiful aggrcgatians oi iii-
inimate natter, apart foli auuy connec-
liaon wuith teeming intelligences enja3'ing
the exuherance àf God's benieficece,
andi basing ia the fuli sunshine ai Ilis
favor. Whien we take'the scriptures' de-
scription ai, anti aiiùuýions ta the hecavens
and compare theun, 'for examiple, 1 vith
thofa bitan* and Shaktlespeai'e la theîr
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most elevated MaadsWe became stronigly
impressedl With theconvictia» tliat the un-
approacliable superiority of the former,
in any aspect of t.he carnparisonidicates
more than a human insight on the part
of the writers, as the resuilt of direct in-
spiration, into the extent and grandeur,
ani very, life of the universe. Motions
so decep, and loftiness ai expression and
sentiment so inimitable by uiere human
geniusz,and yet in sucb exquisite hirniony
with the acîvances of science ; so suited
in fiiet to ail time, cauld notsurely have
been inspired by the coniparâtively
unmneaning but noble pictu 'c of the
hecavens as viewed of old, stud-dsýd %ith a
few thousand, brilliant geins, %vhîcli only
one or two men such a yhgrsever

îmgndbeing worldls or suns of enor-
nmous dimensions. Mlilton speaks ofaour
island universe-the milky 'way, as Ila
road whose dust is gald, and pavement
stars; " and Shakespeare afi< «tiis niost
excellent canopy the air, Luis brave Aer
hangin, firmament, this majesticai roof
fretted, with grolden fire," but such beauti-
fui and graphie touches do nat vi brate on
the human soul like the niysterious and
stiblime undulations emanatilig froin flic
harp ai David. If in short thse learned
and devaut astranamer of aur day, ta
whoie eye the teleseope bia-q revealed
congeries upon congeres ai universes,
-.v;uld1 tind ivith ail his knowledge appra-
priate vent to the emations'ai' his hligber
nature lie mîust adopt the languuage of
tine bible, and tlittang-uage isstrupped af
its truc giory when regarded as sinply
applicable to deadl matter. 1%awever beau-
tiid in form or unliiunited in extent. Il (
Lord! luow mnanifold are thy wiarks! lai
wvisdoin hast thou mnade thei aIl. Praise,
ye the Lordl--rase ycbiini all hiisangels,
praiu*e ye hlmi ail bis hasts. praise ye hlm
sun ant imoon, praise ye hinm ail ye stars
of ighit, praise bini ye heaven ofieavens,
for lie cauumanded and titey were creat-
cd: lie bath aisa salilc then for
ever and everY" Ps. 104-148.

The cornets -will, formn the subjeet of
aur iiex-t-pa«per.

California.
More snaney bas been raised, mare

Missianaries hiave been at %vork, and mare
churebes have been organtiizedl during the.
past yecar than auuy previaus anc in-


