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ticularly if the bird bas suffeoed some illness or is retarded
tbrough other causes, ju.st as a caged -bird seldoni acquires full
summer vestiture. Apart from this it- seenis to nme to be just
as unreasonable to expeet to meet witb constant individuals of
that class as it would be to find robins masquerading in the
dress of their mates, eitber male or female.

In tlàeir borne life, that is when thev are breeding, Marsh
Hawks usually select some low-lving ground tbough it may be
many miles from water. Thus. cboosing a situation usually
among low bush, or at least w!here the trees are not very close
together, they commence tu build a nest chieflv of small sticks
and stems of grass. the latter being used more particularly for
lining. This nest is generally a bulky affair placed upon the
ground. 1 bave found theni amnong willows close to water,
also aznong low aspen poplars. or even tal ones, in situations b-
no mneans appropriate to the bird's nanie. My experience is
that tbey prefer open prairies interrnixed with bluff and marshes,
tbougb wben the latter are not a'-ailable they adapt theniselves
to the former. 1 bave never. bowcver. found a nest on higb
land away from some sort of trees. If undisturbed these birds will
return tn their old haunts vear after vear. tbougb choosing eacb
season a new situation on wbicb to place their nest. It is inter-
esting to watch them while thev are seeking for a nesting site.
Tbev seeni first of ail to decide upon a locality. then lngtand fro looking over evelrv inch of th bbc d te flving to
deterine upon the actual sot-. Duri ng *..his period of select ing
and building, the male, as well as hielping in the work, indulges
in many anfics for bis mate's cdifica¶ ion: the chief one being
t0 turn summersauli s. These acrohai ic performances are most
interesinz. He usualiv s!ar,,- witli a sort of wobblv fligbt as
if imita-ini, a t ipsv individual. thlen swooping downwards. bie
turns compleiely over. c-casionally scierai times in succession
and then dants up) again with a cacklc to repeat t he -%ame per-
formance over again. ofte-n tumbling witbin a fcwv fcet of the
femake whih is usually flvin Iclow Occasionadl tibese per-
formances aire tcrniinated with the wnbbly flight over again.
at other irnes tbev neither s*art nor end in this nmaniner. I bave
also obserred t hefernale 4ry ber skill in thbe sanie wav but çbe
lacks 1 hie confidence and1 grace of bier hushand. These birds
als.o often utter shrilI cries, more plietiularlv wben two maies
aire present: tbey also sornelimes fighit. specally t he maies.

During the l.reeding .season the hen seens to keep very
continuouslv on tbe nes! while lier lord replenishes t he larder.
At sucb times lie rna he sern fiving low around bush and field
in searcb of gophers or mice. îboeugh a srnall bird. too. does not
corne amisç. If vou were in tbe vi<initv of tbe ncst vou would
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