support of Lord. Durham, by Ier Majesty’s Ministers, had been
cvinced, The very Act of Ammesty passed by the Governor-Gen-
cral, and which at the time gave s0 much olfence, from its lenity,Y
to the British population in Canada, was in a great degree the fruit
of the temporizing policy of those Ministers, Ifany one should
citerfain a doubt on this subject, let him peruse the instizctions
which were sent out, first to Sir John Colborne, and sussequently to
Sir George Arthur, Couched in a spirit of indecision and weakness
as they were, yet carrying with them an imperative mandale of
fulfilment, what Governor or Governors could, in following them up.
fail {o be visited by the marked dissalisfaction and discontent of that
portion of the loyal populavion of the country which had most suf-
fered, and necessarily deprecated a course of cletnency as ill-timed
a8 it was undeserved. /\nd if such instructions ha

1o the noble Earl s predecessors, have we not reason to assume that

and that the result had been that Act of Ammesty which in the out.
set was impugned by the loyal populution, not beeause of its severity

whicli'in itself, coupled with the Act of the banishment of cettain

only step likely to restore tranquillity to the Province ?
Considering the vast importance attached to the mission of Lord
Durham, and all the sanguine results that were anficipated from his
acceptance of the oflice, it might have heen expected that a Minis.
try, really desirous of essentially benefitting a country distracted by
thie evils of rebeilion, would have conferred on their envoy an ad|
libitum power, to amend or rescind old laws, and to frame new, as
the eaigencies of so
which they could not,
ed) might require. Instead of this, however, an act was passed
which natrowed the Governor-General’s sphere of action, cven}

of its leading provisions was, that it should not contravene the
established Jaw of the land. "I repeat that, had no such restriclive

authorized, under the general tenor of his special instructions, to
Lave deviated fiom the usual observances in a counfry where, in

war, all established Taws had for the moment ceased to be in healthy
wargtion,
ties inteahe adopted in the country, should have rendered all par-
not only caunin its preservation, and particularly the Ministry,
be both ample andat the power conferred on their delegate shonld
bot 1o be misunderstoog o2ty Jut of a character of construction
nc‘{'% ?&r‘)\&m;l‘s;-'w Vo~ st i < proyince orat home, To go-
SSEc 1 2l Mainer of ity Sntconfubon, oL
highly culpable in not travelling tt interpretation of
these laws, if satsficd that his
upon soctety alf those evils whi

. When Lord Durham visited Canada, the count
in the condition I fave Jjust described.
which was done under ¢
of Justitcc,hthat his Lord
peace lo the province, to depart fror

and to adopt such mc:;surcsg.s undc;l g
in him, he conccived himself authorised to use.

jury was law~—stuct, orthodox, sound law—
penctratien enongh 1o i A voy 1

shortly afterwards borne
the rehel leaders would,
even wrough the violatio
oath—by a jury compose
which event there was ey
jmmunity from punishment would neaj
the country into discontent and civil wa

Iy was precisely

he name of law, was 50 utterly 2 perversion,
ship was induced, in his anxiety to restore

True, the tiial by
Lord Durham had

appreliend that imganity aud

r. Hence the

amnesty, with

rovi X ¢ i
visions and exceptions, than which a mere cflicacious, and, &3 Montrealy wh

is

at t?xc same time, 2 more hu

o e ) mane measu
And how was the intelli

Imperial Ministey ?

re, could not have beenf

e u1;cncc of;
X ] :d they condemn Lord Durham for what he
256 l(!](::]‘(:]? Didthey pretend that he had exceeded his insttuctions,
and, iey state holdly i their several places in Parliament that,
aving thus acted, Lord Dutham was not a man whom they could}
safely entrust with ther confiidence, or with discretivna
and ll;mt they thercfore should immediately send out le
recal ? - Did they fearlessly and conscicntiously state this
;I‘hléfg' were glad cnouig to concur in the wi
ST paeasures, as long as they were unassailed, but the moment
Lord Brougham began to wield his sledge-hammer—to oien ;hc
torrent of his vituperative cloquence, backed as he was by 2 host of;
I}Iacc-lhunlcts, Lord Melbourne and his colleagucs, unable to stemf
:hxe tde of llt_cn clamor, and trembling for their seafs, which no-
m!;',; short v an abandonment of Lord Dushams inferests conldP
ﬁla ¢ them to retain, basely joined i the unmerited condemnation. 3
ad they been men of high fecking and unbending integrity, they®
would have gone at cnce to Her x\’i’ajv.ily. and pointing ot the jn-
ccted by the vote ot House

owers, 4

convenitiee 10 which they were sub;
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ound
B of iron nccessity, and avowed their readiness to stand or l‘ul%rwilh

R question.

Wihe night, and the aspect of the country was fu
been givenZgthe gloom thrown over the minds of those who seemed to

the same advice, if not absolute commands, were conveyed to him,§

and injuslice, but by reason of its scemingly wndue mercy, yetf

traitors wiio, if tried, would assuredly have been acquitied, was theg

ressing a period (with the true nature of g
)y reason of distance, be properly acquaint-§§

more than would have been the case had it never existed; for onej
ect been passed, Lord Durham might, and wonld, have felt himsel{§§

point of fact, and by the very circumstance of a rebellion and civillf

The very impossibility of judging of the measures ne-§

i1Mcated in another outd

The law, or rather thatl

bservance of mere forms,§
the discretionary power vested

@inforined me that nuncbers of affidas
Bsctung furth that that +
sfRbscak would take place.
iicrences [ had witn
f§10 h:};‘o escaped
N Dog
n prove a means of plungingQl inobert Peel.

£l
this measure reccived hy theW
he}

in church, and only in their side-arms,

Qore that 1 remen

sdom aad cxpedicacy of i

Bheavy black curtain, eacluding
g ic city, and theie hung station

R larm of an insurtection o

of Lords, have justificd the act of theirabsent delegate on the

him, Had this been done, a mf'a.' proclamation, or a bill in paslia-
ment, might have successfully et all the difficulties of the

-ty

CIIAPTER VI

On the day following that of the deparlure of Lord Durham from
Qucbec—November 2ud - [ embatked in the stcamer Charlevoix,
on my return to Montreal. A very heavy snow-storm succecding
the alimost glass-like calm of the preceding day, had fallen during

fly in kcc]»ing with

ook upon

Lord Durhaw’s departure as the signal for some new and thieatening
disaster.  ‘Towards the close of the afternoon, however, the weather
again cleared up, and, on the foflowing day, the sun once more shone
inall the softencd splendor of an Indian-swinmer ; while the waters,
except where ploughed up by the paddles of a steamboat—the oars
Bof 2 batteau—or the paddic of a canoe, were sincoth as the unbroken
QBsurfuce of a_ dazzling mirror. The Chatlevoix being a small boat,
took, what is called, the narrow channel, and [ remarked that
wherever she stopped the Captain, who had been for some time sus-
pected of secreting rebels and transporting then from one point to
another, always conversed in a Jow tone, and with seeming mysterv,
Rwith the groups that surrounded them as he stepped on shore,  This
Jwas the case, partictlarly at Berthier, the inhabitants of which were
Bavowedly disatlccted, and at the village of Boucherville, which we
teached about seven o’clock in the evening. llere the Caplain
B(Cheaier) held a very animated conversation on his own deck with

Escveral persons who (it being then dark) had come on board to
visit him, Although this was conducted in so low a tone that I
could not overhear what was said, my suspicion was strongly ex.
cited by the circumstance of their hurriedly retiring, when on my
making some slight noise with my feet, they discovered that they
were not alone, ~ Subsequently, and as the boat was under way, one
gRof the proprictors, who had embarked at Boucherville, entered into
Wconversation in French with me on the subject of the late dis-
turbances, justifyinﬁ, in the course of his argument, which he rather
hotly maintained, the murder of Chartrand. He afitmed, in the
name of the French population, (hat the acquittal of Nicolas, and
gthe brothers Pinsonnault® ( which had recently taken place) was
Nonly «matter of duty with the jury, inasmuch as, on {wo previous
occasions, French Canadians bad been kilted alinost without provo-
cation by Englishmen, who, on tiial, were acquitted; and, in fine,
the whole tenor of his language went to shew that such had been
e sxasperation ‘crg‘:}}og‘n‘? the minds of lxiiffunllg'mcn by these and
He, himsel, I subsc3ucrxtl_y" understood, Lad I)::::?nwcl})‘:]'f’itr?crlc%\lhtoi?é
guol of Montreal, and, as will be seen presently, was deepdy impli-
ereation vl reak which, even at the moment of his cen.
;(‘)’:;;;‘::é&‘l’:“ me, was on the brink of explosion, if not actually
On our arrival at Montreal, about nine o’clock
Neonfusicn and alarm

5_in consequence of futcili ,cc\'cr{l}qnf; }‘.‘as
. . k adgenc ‘
been received that an immediate sising, not oLy i!?l ﬂu‘:: C(:u!:t.r;" !l,:‘i
in that city, was to be apprehcnded. The active chicf police ma’gi:-
trate, Mr. Leclerc, to whom the mertit of carly discovery of the pf;)t
is due, boarded the Charlevoix the monient shie touched the wha:f,
and anxiously inquired if Sir John Colluine was on board. 10y,
cisappointment was great on finding that he was noty and he then
k 165 had bean taken before him
ery night, of ou the fllowing day, the out”
This accounted for the n.y Serious con-
esced on my way up, aud 1 thougid myf Juchy
he fate of those who had beens captuzed in the
was dastantly selzed and

The levul
Ietained ie Chailevvin
Notwithstanding the intense anxicly which ratu.ally prevalladin
 here the deguitions stalud the chief sisng was 1o fule
lace, the night of Sataudiy pssed away Wihwut taiealt s ~si.“w
nowing that the authorities and mikitasy were on he alert :I‘c
rebel leaders were afraid to movey 6f becatise they had intended ;o
make their atack on the follon ing day, when €. Loops should“be

The Sunday morning was oae of the
ber ever to bave wilnesscdl,
low, thick, and ohscuted 5 and yet
fog that prevailed, Jor it was unlike anyiliug of the hind I hod
ever witnessed.  There was o curling vupor fising fiem the
rraund, and wreathmg itself in fantastic fld ‘are .l wWhaterer it
embraced, but the chill atmusylicre was, up to a certain altitude

. .
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Y night in the almucg of the novne I seencd as if a
.

e bun’s raysy had catended over

aty in middic air,

super accommodatio

great mcknation {o al

ey the i

most dall anl some
I Lo Th. atwwspheic was
it couldd scurccly beseid la Le

Faugued from my want of )
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