
TEMPERANCE.

The Toronto Mail has turned round on the
temperance question, and advocates a thorough
enforcement o! the Scott Act. Whatever
motives political papers niay ascribe to this
action, we trust its advocacy will (Io good.

The Scott Act (local option), pretty generally
*dopted in Ontario, tilI recenly seemed to ho
in danger of proving afailurte. WVith but a
few notable exceptions, more drunkenness pre-
vailed ater the pasising of the Act than before.
Froni a knowledge of the nature in which the
*wliskey traffi was conducted, this unight have
been rt:itliIy supposed ; for the wanton anud flag-
rant abuse o! the position which hotel.keepers,
ýoccupied, and which induced moderate men and
even indifferent men so far as general principles
were concerned, to vote for the Act, was nlot
likely to. ho in a moment subdued. Subse-
<juent events have gone te show an element in
society abandoned to the most cowardly prac.
tices andi wretched subterfuges. While there
are hoteikeepers possessed of manly dignity,
ncvertheiess the degrading effect if the traffic
upon the majority of thern andi upon those %N ho
bang on their smiie an(d nod, has been brought
to light clearer than ever before.

The strongest possible argument against whis-
key, ratherthan theScottAct, istheaction its vo-
taries have revealed sinze it carne into force. It is
too conspicuouslytrue that there isanclementas-
sociated with whiskey that has proven itself to
have no regard for law written or unwritten. It
is natural, then, that ail means of oppositiowji
strategic and malicious in certain quarters
should be resorted to. Arts of fiendishness,
have been perpetrated that mark a thorcuughly
vitiated mind, not performed perhaps se mucA
by whiskey sellers as by those who think it
will please their landiords ; but it ail cornes
out of the miseraie business which is being
more and more brought into dismepute by its
ewn dark haruds. For seime reason many
saloon keepers have mistaken the feelings o!
decent men, and have supposed that because
many were nlot total abstainers they were
synipathizers to any extent that seifishness and
vindictiveness might lead.

A part of the Anti- Scott Act faction haveheld a

short reign of terror over some coniniunities,
H-ouses have even heen burned or blown un with

dynamite, until few woui(i venture to expose

themselves in bringirag about convictions; ani

it was conwlained of the Government that

proper officiais and machinery were not provided.
The Ontario Governnient, it seenis, has taken

the inatter in hand and its det.ectives are niaking

it uncornifortabie for evil doers. A Strnia hottei

keeper was very cieveriy discovered and

arrested ')y Gcvernmnent detectives on the 25th

of last month in connection with the dyna-

mnite explosion at J. G~. McCrae's house in 6th

month, last ; and aisc a plot to hlow Up In-
spector Palmer. The penalty for such an
offence is severe, being irnprisonment for liCe.

The Globe says: " 'What is necessary is to
prove that the laws of the ]and can and will be

enfprceci agair.st criminais of every class, and

the criminalshad bettertake notice accordingiy.'"

Hoteikeepers say: -Besiness, ii going te
the dogs in this place. Farmers rnust have

their whiskey or they won't corne into the

town and trade." This is an accusation the

intelligent yeoinanry of this Province wouid
take hurning exception to coming fromn any
other source, [lut tiey say norhing and %ilently
pity an unfortunate man in an unfortunate
business. Trade goes on as usual and it

would be sjmple to suppose the contrary. ht
is nlot the only thing to look after in this world

at any rate.
Ail, and hotelkeepers included, will

be ultimatt-iy convince(l th8t the earth

vsill continue to tut once on ats axis ever>

24 iliurs, the stmx rh'e in tilt at auu'i :it iue il
West, and that we will have r.country l.cit

with inhabitants, even though no whiskey
shouid be sold ; that the great natural law of
trade wili prevail without a charter from King
Alcohol ; and that our people can have happy,
c. - ,fortable homes and money ini the tilt with-
out the permission of the liqu r traffic. It is
yet to ho shown that we are prosperous in a di-
rect ratio to the amount of whiskey consumed.

A minister some time since contended
that the hotelkeepers aad their friends could
prove the Scott Act a success. In his jown
twelve hoteikeepers were brought before thue
Magistrate for violations of the Act, and 6o
friends gave evidence. The twelve swore that
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