t is gratifying to sce that Dritish
smen do noet overlook matters in
ch religious rights and interests
concerned, A subject of this nature
recently engaged the attention of
House of Commons. Spain has
maintained an unenviable noto-
y for the thovongh subserviency of
civil power to the domination of
anisia, and hence the suppression
1 kinds of i"c]iginus liberty, except
of conlorming to the forms and
monies of Popery. Not only Las
circulation of the Scriptures been
tly prohibited, but even travellers
e oiten been subjected 1o the in-
ity of scarch, and in case Bibles
been found in their posses: ion,
gh only for private use, they have
taken from them. In the year
, 2 naturalized British sulject was
ted and confined in a leathsome
con, and was afterwards con-
ned to nine years’ penal servitude
e galleys. Ilis only crime was
of civeulating the Holy Scriptures.
mission of the penalty was, how-
obtuined, through the interces-
of the Dritish Cousul.  Sinee the
of the above date, the Romish
thoed, Lecoming alarmed ab the
d of Bible truth, have been active
vigilant i searching ont the Bible
5, and through the aid of police
, many have been arrested and
cted to cruel persecution.  Mr.
aird Lronght up the subject in
House of Commons, and in 2
h of considerable length, gave
details of the proceedings in
cgainst large nunbers of persons,
ently, too, under the sanction of
ivil authorities; and he inquired
Government what had been done
¢t Britain to put a stop to these
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persecutions.  The answer of Lord
Palmerston is worthy of notice. He
said #he was sorry to say, in reply to
the inquiry of his honcurable friend,
that the cfforts ef Iler Majesty’s Gov-
ernment 1o obtain the release of these
to whom his gbservations referved, had
not Leen attended with any satisfac-
tory results”  Lord Palmerston thuk
speaks of the chief obstacles in the
way of oblaining any mitigation of
the intolerant and persceuting laws in
that country —«The Spanish nation
is a nation {ull of valiznt, neble and
chivalvous feclings and sentiments;
but, unfortunately, the Romish priest-
Loud excreise a greater sway then they
pussess in any other country; and,
however liberal,—1 believe T may say
50, the Catholic Jaity in most coun-
tries are, history tells us that wherever
the priesthood gets the predominance,
the utmoust amount of intolerance as
invariably prevails. Jnd although in
countries wiere they jform a minorily,
they are constantly demanding, not only
toleralion, but equalily; in counlries
where they are predominant, neither
cqualily nor doleralion exists” We have
put this last sentence in italics as
worthy of special notice, not nerely
as coming from the fivst of statesiien,
and uttered in the legislutive hall of
the Beiiish Empire, but beeause ig
coateins a truth which the whole
Christian world ought to consider well,
and which the friends of Protestantism
and liberty in Canadashould not over-
lovk. The extent to which the bloody
and perseeuting Jaws of Spain are put
in operation ut the present time, aro
becoming matters of scerious consider
alion by others besides the Protes-
tant Government of Britain. Even in
¥rance these deeds of inhumanity ar



