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tove of popularity, were not the principles
that he}d sway with him in council or in
conduct, in public affuirs. Whether you
agreed with him in sentiment, or whether
you differed, you found in hm, in the one
case, & hearty and honest associate, or, n
the other, a liberal and magnanimous oppo-
pent. Mr. lisson wus lony engaged in the
ministry, in a church in Montreal.  Some
years ago, {nine now,) at the commence-
m.nt of Knox’s College, in this city, he
threw himself with all his ardour, into the
work assigned to him, in dirccting the stu-
dies of youths intending for the hely minis.
try, especially in the prelimmnary depart.
ment of their training.  And not more by
his intellectual than by his moral infiuence,
by his professional cxertions than by ns
traly paternal interest in those committed
to his charge, did he contribute to form the
minds of « considerable proportion of our
cundidates, and at:ach to himself the confi-
dence of one and all us to a familiar frien.
I have had the best opportumity of witness-
ing the earnestness with which he sought
to impress a reverence fer the Word of God
on his pupils, and to commend to them the
dictates of its divine wisdom, as the ulti-
mate rule and arbiter in all philesophic m-
vestigations. I believe he derived his chief-
st enjoyment in the study of man—his fa-
vourite study—from the opportunity it gave
him of admiring and comuending the Di-
vine Author of all his mental and moral a-
daptations. He lived m a region of Jofty
contemplation, in whiclh, as he retired with-
in himself, he not only might seem to with-
«lraw himself from the excitements of puss-
ing cvents,—having no heart for the tur-
moils of petty strife, and his talents not ly-
ing in the capecity for details in business—
‘but he might seem even in & degree unsoci-
al; not because I e was austere, but because
his mind was pronc to abstractton. But he
was far from being without the secial feel-
dng, any more than indificrent to public in-
terests. He loved his friends; he looked
forth frem his retirement with complaceney
and benevolence on all men; and when he
allowed himself tu relax in counversation,
young 2nd old alike listened delighted to
the overflowing of his affectionate heurt;
the utterances which indieated, withsut os-
tentation, the viekly furnished mind, trained
3 habits of observation, and sagacious re-
ficction. His habits of abstaction, there-
fore, had nothing -of the morose; and I
think it was because tus mind was possess-
el of the peace of the Gospel, and imbued
with the love of God, as well as provided
with the gtores of philosoplueal and histori-
cal lore, that he was so uniformly happy,
alone or with others, as the good man 1s
said to be+satisfied from himself?

“The latest hours of our departed friend
were in harmony with the habits of his life.
It was not simply the favour of God, bat
the likeness of God, that his soul aspired
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after; it was not merely the more selfish
question of safety that cxercised lus spurit--
though that is itself & preat and importnt
question: and he gave indications in lns ex
pressions of a contrite awl humble mind ,
conversant with godly sorrow ; he loved to
hear of the gracious covenant, and of the
everlasting righteousness of the Medintor
But, with o mind at rest in the faith of
Clirist, he dwelt in love as one dwelling in
God ; and, 1 believe, that in his view of hea-
ven itself, he Jooked not so much at the \dea
of heing free lrom all the ills of life, or pos-
sessed of self-gratifying joys, as at the end
to which salvaton itself is the weans, in a
closer communion with the Father of Spi-
rits, and a larger participation of & diviue
natare

 How mysterious is the divine Provi-
dence! But a short while ago, his name
was sclected as amonyg the likeliest candi-
dotes for a newly erected chair in our Uni-
versity., I can bear witness to the equani-
mity with which he received the notitication
and waited for the issue. 1t has pleased
God to assign to him a transkation of a dif-
ferent kind—but it is not withont satisfac-
tion thut his many friends can reflece thas
a long lite of cducational service did not
close without this testimony rendered, with
very general concurrent sufirages, to Mr.,
Lsson's learning and his merits us an in-
structor of youth.

“‘There 1s reason to think that the rapid
decay of his strength latterly, was the effect,
to « large extent. ot long-continned mental
application. Ungrudgingly these labouvs were
given, but they are of a kind (and it is not
always allowed for or understood) to weur
out the frame, independently of uny organs
discase seizing o the vitals. The futellee-
tunl anxieties which a keen imagination,
and a tender texture of the nervous system
produce, press formidably on bath the mind
and body. 'Theswordinay prove too sharp
for the scabbard ; and it 15 affecting to wit-
ness the prostration of the finest powers,
yielding, ngt without resistivice fivmn their
natural buoyancy, to the stern piogress of
the destroyer; overcome by the exhaustion
which was induced by their very great vie
gour and ectivity.

Traly all things arc full of labour; man
cannot utter it—the eye is oot satsfied with
sceing, nor the ear filled with hearing ~—
Knowledge itself vanisheth away ; yet noz
that knowledge which wrought love—chan-
ty never faileth  Though all flesh is grass,
and the goodliness of man is as the flower
of the field, the word of the Lord, in itsels’
and in its subjective effects in the soul, en-
dureth for ever. They who have kuown
and loved spiritually, shalt know and love
yet more and more. Death is not tho ex-
tinction of thought: it but enlarges the
sphere of vision; and at the fountain, far
more than at the streams, shall the happy
spirit quaft’ unceasiog draughts of intellgg,



