
Q2 First Thieological Hall i'n Me British Colonies.

ministers educated and intelligent, and generally regarded a
college education as essential to the riglit discharge of the duties
of the office. Indeed the work in thieir circunistances w'as sur-
rounded wvit1î suchi 4ifficulties, that only men of the strongest
faith and the niost dauntless courage would ever have atteînpted
to surinoutit them. These difficulties can scarcely be appreciated
at the present time. Lot me only mention that so far as 1 have
been able to firid, thore was, previous to the year 1811, no legis-
lative action taken for the establishment or the support of
sclîools of any kind through the country, except " the publie
sehool " in Halifax and the Collegriate School at WVindsor. Previ-
ous to that year, Nvith these exceptions, the sehools throvghout
the country were private ventures. Eitlier a few indivîduals
in a coxnmunity hired a mani to teachi their children on ternis
agreed upon, or a man '« set up sehlool," as it ivas callod, charging
so mmmcli per inonth or 4uarter for each pupil, the rate usually
varying according to, the branches taughit. When we add that
a large part of tuie i~nimigrant population could neithier read nor
write, we xnay judge of the state of education iii the country at
the time. W'e may see also the difficulties; in this respect alone
in the way of establishing an institution for giving the highier
education deemed neeessary for young muen intended for the
ministry. But thiese were only a fewv, and perhiaps not the nost
formidable that lîad to be encountered.

Dr. Currie lias given ami account of the establishment and
early history of the Picton Acadomny, and I have been requestedl
to supplernent his paper with an account of the early Ilistory of
aur Theological, Hall. Our fathers, in found'ing an institution,
maturally took the institutions of Scotland for their mnodel.
Deeinge a liberal education necessary, they first labored to
provide instruction in the usual branches of a collegf'iate course,
but open to ail wlîo night choose to, avait themnselves of it, and
suited to prornote their respectability in w'hatever profession
they ighft adlopt. As soon as tixis wvas provided, they next
looked to the establishmnent of a Theological Hall. And as the
Halls in Scotland wvere connected with the Universities, they
naturally, adopted thxe idea of ostablislîing a Divinity Glass in
connectiomi wit1î tlhe Academny, only requiringt that it should be
more direc:tly under the controi of the Chiureli.


