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g:z“d to be crowned with success a task which had
wherwlse failed. Also, in another instance of the sailor
0 flew a kite over the top of Pompey’s Pillar, by which

%ans paity of British officers succeeded in getting a

r -
hil:je over the top, and climbing up, discovered that it
; iml"nCe been surmounted by a statue. It is the prac-
. ma

s gD who, when a gaping wound in an arm or leg
,,ep“mllg out the life-blood at a rate which blanches
hig 1 ¢eks of other and less practical bystanders, places
Knoty, umh on the artery and directs the applying of a

, ed handkerchief as a tourniguet above the wound,
ereby saves a life. It is the practical man who

4 prompt emetic in a case of poisoning, never at a
: ‘~‘theso lfmg as there is warm water, or any of the dozen
? “'her things to be had. It was the practical worman who,
? ’*\van threatened with a watery grave by means of the
‘ h%mplng of a boat in a storm, put her fegt in the bottomn
‘f Knpps of her crinoline, and made the skirts a buoy to
L i ni;Ort her instead of a weight to drag her down. It
R slig ® practical person who is ready to voll in . woollen
Or coat the terror-stricken woman or child whose

S have caught fire. lt is not, “ mere presence of
that leads or permits one to do these things in

i of mrgency_ Any phlegmatic person may hive pres-nee
- '“m:}:nd ; but unless he is practical, absence of body is
better in case of danger, and just as zood in othery’
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g ; , :
iy d. g i~ the practical man who can rig up a tool to
i, : Special and unexpected work in a country town, or,

whe Beighbouring whatt, co repair a disabled stwiunbult ;
v, M0 splice, when snapped, the heavy shatt of au
i an Steawer ; the practicil general who always feeds
i T@y when on : march, and allows no rivers to block
4 bﬁdg?gfe-\'b‘, if he can make a poutvon or vther temporary
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» In contradistinction to the practical person, let
some of the unpractical people. It is the un
i person who spends his own time and subsfance
o heighbours’ in seeking after perpetual motion,
<.\,l’ 0 othey words, making a machine to run itseif, and
. Ppl_y the nower lost through friction. Another un-
il‘net'lcal. person is the one who places four turbines in a
map 120ntal to get out of the second, third and fourth
ing t{:: wuch power as the first developed, while clfxiur
ih t the tirst utilizes or developes 80 per cent. of the
ret‘?ﬂl vower, It is unpractici] to drive a nail in
N l.“'“}h the wedge end lengthwise of the grain, so as
- He Ps"', Instead of crosswise, su as to ent and penetrate.
' blag Unpractical who bleeds to death when cobwebs are
whe to staunch the blood. It was a practical monkey
e wh_ell tied by the collar by a rope just too short to
“bag Im to lay hands on the mantel ornaments,
en, ‘;‘,1 up” at the coveted treasures and deftly removed
who g ith his hind feet ; it was not a practical master
-p'inte:i the tying, nor was it a practical woman who
“hep, 4 her collar steps from top downwards, and found
3 Lrisoner. .
pmizalfol"egoing are familiar instances of what is
tieg) +o 80d what is not, and will show that to be prac-
‘J'lldgm‘mplies keen perception, retentive memory, good
' Prog, :l:ét'the facility of combination and cool and
ion,
“hmyl W“ebeter we further find that practical training
ik . T0 teach and form by practice;” *to exer-
It he Necessity of practical training is obvious
: of th:us time, money, lives, materiai.  The application
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trade, but to all ; it is applicable to man, woman, boy,
girl, father, mother, child. There is millions in it to
the professional man, farmer, miner, laborer, artisan. It
is of equal advantage to the employer and the employed.
It has been the saving of nations, and the want of it
has been the discomfort of others—as in the case of the
late Franco-German war, in which the practical training
of the German nation gave them the advantage. Then
why should that system of education which makes one
nation the vanquisher of another, equally powerful in
numbers, be almost ignored in our public schools?
“ Practice makes perfect,” it has been wisely said, but it
; does more. Practice in one occupation not only gives
| deftness, readiness, neatness and strength in execution
in one line, but it gives the power of new conception, of
invention and application.

Let it not be supposed for one moment that in ad-
vocating the necessity of practical training afterwards,
that we ignore theoretical teaching, or we advocate a re-
duction or change in the usnal course of school studies
to those whose pareuts desire their children to follow up,
but there is a class, and a numerous class, who leave
school with a mere superficial knowledge of the higher
studies which is su very superficial as to be of no practical
use to them iu after-life—1in fact time lost never to be
recalled ; when, had they been permitted to devot: the
time engaged in endeavoring to learn a smattering of
classies, or the higher hranches of mathematies, to prac-
tical suhjects of serviee to thein in auy mechanical trade,
or in agricuttnral pursuits, the advantage to them and
the community would be tentold.  We feel that the pre-
sent systemn of  public schosl edueation in Canada
requires i tadicu reform, and that it is not adaptel to
the mass of the ehildren who receive their education at
the public schools.

By practical training, in coutradistinction to practieal
teaching, we mean w~efwl training, after leaving school,
from books, from observation, from self-culture, and the
exereise of our reasoning powers ; such training, in fact,

Words is not to be restricted to any particular | all public schools.

would, if taught, save mauny from losing money, time,
patienc , an:l even senses, in seeking to do impossibili-
ties, or losing themselves in a net work of absurdities,
without any regard to fixed rules and laws, and which
they could have thought out in a common s:nse way, or
red in any common sense book.

Practical training, therctore, means usetul training
after leaving ~chool or college, from books, from practice,
from observation, and, particularly, from self-culture.
The mechanic who cannot make working drawings as
well as work tfrom them is at a disadvantage. The
architect who can draw a chase and beautiful design of
building, without being able to carry out his work in all
its details, to supply the workiug drawings, to know
when the work is properly executed, and have a practi-
cal knowledge of construction, is, in reality, but a mere
draughtsman. The inventor who cannot put his
thoughts in lines, loses half the value of his invention.
The man of general practical information always com-
mands a higher salary than his equal in all other respects,
and the man who only knows one thing can never im-
prove or increase his knowledge nor apply it, save in one
way. The man with practical training will save money
for his employer, receive promotion in his liue, and may
eventually become an employer himself. Practical
teaching in the first place should ha made com*nl-ory in
Every school teacher should be able




