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t.hin,gs as they presenit thiemiselves tu the Divine iiîind. And if it be Godes
Word it miust be, so. If it be God's Word %ve niust take it because God says
it. and we niust neot be disposed to seek out irrevereniti; what. it la Bi
plea,>'ure te hide. Huisan. silence, you know niay be broken by ua
tests. £'t is recorded that when the oracles of old were ra.ther chary of re-j
sponse, Alexander politely cornpelled the priestess te the tripoè and made

lirpieak. Ani on atnother occasion, whien the bloud tif St. Januarius did
noliquefy as it ought to have dcone-when the priests were either unable orî

unwillirig (I give themi the choice of the dileinnia)-a nessage came frein one
whose position gave hlmi pcower, tbat it niust liquefy in haif an hour, or the
higli priest shouýd be hanged. But in spite of royal will, ane& in spite of
military insolence, the silence of the Scripture remains, inviolatle. The seal
of thiat silence cannot be broken by the touchi of any ]îuran hand, and it is
not-eworthýy-and I shall corne to my point verýy shortly (I do not knoiv that
I arn very far from it now) -it is noteworthy that the subjects uipon which
Scripture la siuent are precisely the subjects where irreverent curiosity would

jfain probe te the utterxnost, and wliere speculations have heen inultiplied
almost without end. We ask about the creatican of the world ; it is dismisseil
in a sentence, alinost in a word. We ask about. the angels-those vast and
lofty initelligences who are so poiverful for goud or evil. Wu do flot know
much about thein frora the Word. We ask about the existence of other
worlds ; -ve would fain know soniething of the conditions under wdîic1î they
liTe-wthether there is sin among theml-

'Whetlcr thev ever fult a1tc-tve.
Receniing ga and dy[ni. Io.'

We know nothing about it froin the Word. We ask in referenice tu the origini
of evil ; we find scats upon the earth ; sickly and wailing chidren, voleano
andl pestilence, t.yranny and nwrong; and if God bu Gode and if Hie be love,
and if Eu be power, wlhence ?-whly î Scripture is silent. It is more con-
cerned to discover the. remiy than te accounit for the disease. We ask about
the dead ; wvhat are the conditions oIf their existence in the wvorld to ivhichi
they arc genie, aud iin tliat paradise whicli is but a suburb of Heaven ? Wu
do net know ; the Word is sient. Wlio, awcd by the loving rninistry of thu
Lord Jesus, and loving Hirn intensely, as I trust wve are gretting te do as a
personal Christ-as a personal liedeeiner- who (') f us lias nlot wondered whlat
fie ivas like? WVe know aIl about hurmes. W*e know ail about poets and
artists. Every great nian whut is noteworthy enough te, live iii niexnory- at
all--eithier the pen or the pencil lias brouglit hlmi before us even to the buck-
&a,,in or the riband. 'Many painters hlave essayed to Ia ut Christ ; but
Raphael, aild Corgiand Caracci cau grive US ne lighit, iior Mattliei, fier
'Mark, uer John. Nay, Luku eveni-if lie was, as tradition says, paintur as
welI as physician-hias not cssayud tu draw% fior us on canvas the fuature:s of

Ithe Master whloi lie loved. .Now. miark whlere 3cripturt- is silent, and
where Scriptture spuà,ks; silent upeiln atters that. are subordinatc-richi with
a speaking fulnes-s upon inatters that are sulireine; sihnt whlere irreverent
curiosity would probe or errant fancy w..tild waudeçlr; -abunida-nt in its revela-
tien wvhere the intelct tliirsts for knowled.ge, and wlhere thie lîuxig4r of ]îeart
ivould bu -satisRfied with the f tlnuss cf thie Word ; ricla iii its proclamlatio:n of
every.tliiug that can, lead thec tottering steps of a wayfa,ýring, ia: tekss
abuxidaut in its rcvelation of the one ivay to Gitd and of the honrur that is
te e given to the I' wdener and tic the Hhdy Spirit l, the salvatimsn of sin-
fiers ; free and unrestrictud in its offurs of niercy, and wvithI suchi a power iii
its words that the lame mnax leaps v.; a hart and the tonguie of the dumb
smngs; ;yet there is a silnc-aunuist.akable, iniic-lat'e, painful silence-
wherc scepticisni Nvould inquire, or wliere unhlallow d, euri-isity weulti probe.
The Bible is like the Master who, talked freely aboeut the mlysteries of is
kingdoîn te blind bvggars, and te fallen but penitent wemn but wh utt-
ed -i awrd te tlle blaspixeinus -ilici-eity oif Cjpasand the insolent


