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CTits Masonlc Grand Ladge %vas in Session in To.
ronta, last week A city journal thus describes the
nianntr in which the brethren conduct ttu business.*

A Mlasonic Gaand L,)dpc, ianlike a l'ariiament, is not a
rcardlng,. but it là rmsntiaily a dciberative body. A
speaker lanot toleratcd wnio stiows that lie ca» blng no
leht ta beàr on a ques.iur. under cuniidetation. Long
witded cratort arc cuasignedl courieuusty Io silence; the
Iule being that If a mn ucsires tn get the car of the %Vcr
.shil(ul Master and his brethien he must weigh lits facts

wlpreicu m iucn the stiottest timte posaitbte, andt not tn
any way tu Introuce, wtth a a'îcw tu icteurical efîcci, mat.
ters extraneous ta the paois at issue.
blasons who hava bec» accubtonaed ta attend mcct.
ings of other deliberative bodies, courts of varous
kinds and ordinary public mncîings, must find the
Grand Lodge a kind af oratoruu.al paradise.

TUlE Prohibitionists af Halton have taken the mnst
business-like step that we have knouva Pcohtbittanists
ta take for mnny a day An cecction %vili soan takte
place in flhat well known caunty. A I'rohibi ein Con-
vention wvas heid !ast wcek and it %vas resoivcd ta ask
the candidates if they accept the Alliance piattorm.
If one dots and the atiier dots not, the Convention
will mec: immediately and taike steps ta heip the ca»-
didate %who accepta their platlorm. If bath dedine,
the Convention will bring out a candidate of its own.
This loaks like real business. If one-hali, or anie-
third af the electors wha vote for the Scott At t » any
counîy would take ibis stand, a Prolaibitionist could
casily be clected in any close constttuency. The
danbi.!r arises fram the fact that a sofficient number of
electars might flot break aivay fram their party ta vote
fot an avowed P.-ohibitionist candidate on the other
ide in politics. Still the plan is infinittiy better than

tht Third Party idea. W'e notice that a large nom-
ber of the members ai the Haiton Convention ivere
clergymen. Do these gentlemen intend ta "ltake the
stump 0for the candidate that accepta their platform ?
The Convention pledged itself ta - make arrange-
ments" ta support their man. WVlatîdnes thattmca»?
It should mea active work af some kind.

TnEv are having a liveiy tiîne in Boston over L.
perplecing school question. The School Commis.
sioners of that centre af culture and rtieint ex-
cltîdéd a histary because il reiated the plain hard
facts about Tetzel anîd bis saie ai indulgezces. The
graund taken by tht Stzhool Comnmi.sioners is that
ýelling yaung America, Catholic or Protestant, ail
about the tolerance and other sins ai bi5 forefathers
will do no good. A Protestant teac.her, il is contended
rnay flot always hold the scales quite cveniy when
weighitag tht lacis about Tetzel and his peddling.
Ana Arnainian teacher might flot do Calvin strict jus-

* tice if ha enlarged on tht Servetus transaction. Such
beitxg the case, the school authorities tbought si weil
not ta discuss too mucu thtse delacate historacal
qIuestions and they excluded a history which gave a
description ai the Tetzel business that couid flot (ail
t6 lbc offensive ta Roman Cathplics. A tiaass meeting
condenaned tht cammissianars for so doing. Dr.

* -tryea anid other eminent mninisters defend tliem.
Thtreai question is . Can history be fuliy taught in
a nan-sectarian school without offending s imebody È
Can it be taught without offending more or tcas P.vtry-
body whase Church has a history i Wauid many
Preabyterians café ta à.-ve a rcd bot Meîhodist ex-
plain to their cbildren Calvin's con nection wiîb Scr-

vetus ? Would any Methodist like ta have a narroiw,
bigoicd, High Charch E-piscopalian expiai» the sise

* and progress of WVesteyanis-,i an Ezagian-1 These-
achool questions are ptrplexing.

Il

~JV1~V a~'h ~8s.TRE LANADA I>RESB3YTERIAN.

tjiJAT ald, orlbadox, dignifl 'eà journal, the Chris-
WI»i' orL', publiahed last wetk a sermon latelV

preacheil by Samn ]oncs. Tht fallowlng paragrapb,
ont af tht bet in the sermon, furnlshes sortie food for
reflectio» :

Ged help tht preaclier wlao wiil bitnif dow» the juuigment
tcf herîven ta t leqel af a backsli(iden canatexaluan.
ltacci the truth and lai Go,! bc the Judge. Nevet mlid

wia they say about sensationulism. Witenever y00 -begin
IoIte i ucîh :laay will al il sensation. Ms suit ai you
lve if ube plain naked thl oi God Aimighty la sensulionAl,
lb loî refleciion uoa»evcry preacher 1» theteind!. lif alllng
a spada a spade and oi rarcal a ramia lu tecentrlc, then I
vrant to bc eccenîbîc. II ia ar.y (suIt il 1 dlo not tell the
fruti. ln my eauiy preactainj; uhey came tu me and said,

ISam Joncs, ysu arce not malîng tae Chtutians. Ttv'n
1 wolci up. amnd ln the third Veàr off my milatty I began
p!cachtng lit 1 do now ; andl 1 bad lust such houles.
The old lmckslldden icoupiets were thte fat (cear i wouli
say someihaag uaot hent wiaeu thry were not thete. 1
woku p tû finit ihings vety scani y arount hume. 1 went
home and roundi îny -xite andl chiluiren pale and hungsy.
Mv wlre told me maembers or the clîurch had bec'h there,
andl 1 thouaght thry had corne te psy me my salary, but
2hY cUme tu tell lier uhat I wuuld have so stop that kind af
ileuihing I coulai nul laook at my wite and lacis buth ai
once( but t werst uff andl prayaui by myscif. tht» I declded
go su cli ta Goal andl the truth.

%Veii, air, the lie borneal on anal the revival levar broke
ail nser ni> circuit, andl (tom that day ta tbis 1 have nevas
wanied for anyihirig. Do not let your cunuregalan be Vont
laudge. Sanie etangragaulons when they go ta, choose their
preacher aili if he la tht: way anal that way. andl finally tht>'
wnt te lanow ttefore thcy take humt if ha is a puiiiataumaus
pupy, onî ca Ive ron bin Af ti we gel him ? lracb the
ttut, anal above aIl thinga lve It youscelt.
Tht appearance af i r. Jones' serinons un a journal
like the Chri'stian at Work and others ai equally bigla
character la pretty conclusive evîdence that hae us bc-
coming recagniscd as a main who says things ih ai
the people will bc tbc better for mailing. Thetfact
that MIr Jones diii whnt hie considered bis duty,
thiaagh duty made him so poor that bis II wife and
childien ivere pale andl hungry" I vili stir tht hear. of
tht public mucia muce than any lay or cicricai sncers
tliat may ha lavelled ai Mlr. joncs.

IS IT RIGH T TO PR,! Y FOR 1<AIN t

IN various sections eft îia Province af Ontario no rai»
had (allen for a nunîber af wecks untul the aihat- day
tvhtn there wtra relrcshung shawera. Tht crapa
sufféred sertously, and in Eame places il la theught
tbey cannai recover. Te the iarming cammunity and
ta oîhers as weli, the outleok bas caustri greai
anxiety. The prospect us byna rneanscheering sînce
lasi stase» the harvestint Ontario was considerably
under the average. Many have theuight thant prayer
for rai» was appraprate andi becomung t» thc circuns-
stances. Tht suggestion bas raised a discussion ai
consîderable intercat, as such proposais gcneraliy do.
Seme people wha afficct ta be guideti chucfly by
scienre andi phîlosaphy speak irn iaf:y terms of the
weakncss and superstition ai those who believe in the
effizacy ai prayer, ai ail events of prayer in the
sphec ai material things. There are, amang thoe
who deny that prayer can have a plasce in the regian
where natural lauv aparaies, several wvho admit ita
propria:y in spiritual tbungs, and hald its chici value
ta consisi in tht bc.aign reflex influence il is flîteti to
exeri a» the suppliant. If such a blier were te be-
camte general ilts certain that tht cacercise ai prayer
would seion become a menningless forti. The effec-
tuai fervent prayer ai tht righteoua mn ai vhich tht
Aposile James speaks would spcedily disappear.

Itîis belti by some thai tht ail pervasive aperation
of natural Iaw necessarily excludes prayer, andi ail
expectatuon ai change in tht arder of maîcrial
things îs therefore inadmissible. If ibis universe
werc governeti by an inscrutable abstraction, namcd
law, owing ils existence and operation to ne living
perso»aity, tht» man wourd have ta bow hapelessly
before tht iniexorable. But is net ihis a conclusion
from which tva» the mesi materialistic ai aur moti-
ern scientîsts instinctively shrinki The worîd by ils
wîsdaan may ba unalble ta knov Goti, but scientists
whc, -tecline ta accept reveiation admt apower not aur-
selves that mak-es fer ragbteousnass. If maierial
ibinga aperate in accordance aiih tht laws ta wbich
they are subjeci, thosa laws art tht resuli ofithe infinite
wisdom of tht Maker anti Gevernor cf tht Universe
In actual exparience the resuits ai natural laws are nnt
absoluteîy unifornu. Thera are constant variations.
Tht rainfll la flot exactly tht anme in the saine local-
it two ycars ini succession:. tht dtgree of heat in
summer or of coldO inwinter is ne: afie shàame iu.
tensity. Laws Mayoperaté, with. uniailing ùieorM.-
i>', but cônditiâxas varyiaùd asýa consequencîc tbe*re'is

vatitty ln resulti. May It not bc,, thon, thàt tven sa
the sphere or mattrlal thlngs there is provision- for the
apertiîlan among other spiritual forces of tbat whilb .
has exercised sucb a vast ponter in huma» action-
prayer?

Pray-cr ua naturai impulse. Tht untutored savage
recagrittca a power beyond and above himsclf. lt
desi ras thint cvil may be averted aîàd good experiencet.
he tiierefore catis for helli in prsiyer. Ha is but à.:
savage and knows no better, but we-we who live in
the nincteenili century, inberiting "the long resulîs cf
tima," and the illumination which science bas shed cri
lite and ils problima, know bcller. Let a companty
af ninciaenth century scientîsts be confronted by
some.appalling danger by lind or sta, their tirst sin.
pulse wouid nut ltktly ba ta formulait a syllogism ci.
pressîve ai the usclessnst of prayer. Nine out of
ten %vould utter a short, sharp cry for mercy.

Tht Christian, wbo taikes the Bible as hit5 guide,
unay net be able ta salve the speculative difficultit.,
tlint ara occasianally suggested as te tht effic-acy ai
prayer, but hae has no raom for misgiving. The
teaching ai Scripture la uniform nnd cîcar. Cod la
revacd as thtc hearer and answerer ai prayer. The
duty of prayer, public and private, la cleariy taughî,
and the promises oi answers ta prayer are numerous
and encouraging. Go*% kingdoni ruletli over ait
Temporal as wcli as spiritual things are under His
contraI. If answers ta prhyer for enaitrial blessings
%vere impossible, would tht Son of Man have taught
us ta pray: IlGîva us t'ils day aur daily bttad C
Everyîhing flhnt concerna us may bc made a subjpcl
ai supplication ait a tbrone ai gracie. Prayer ta be,
genuine must bc bath belicving and sobmisqivt. WVitb
the exampie ai earncst, fervent importunate prayer
wbich aur Saviour bas givan us, there la no roona for
doubt as ta the duty af ioiiowing tht apostolic exhur
talion IlBe carclul for noîhing, but ln everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let yaur
requcats be made known unta God.» Cen there
possibiy bac a more impressive exemplification ai
carnest prayer and its truc spirit, than is seen in the
garde» of Gethsemane, wbera, in tht heur cf His awni
sorrow, tht God-man agonizingly criet" Il Father. il
if it be possible, let this cup pass framn me ; neverthe.
le.sanol my willbut Thune bedonc." No good reaszn
bas ycteî bcassigned why any profcssing Christian
even in tetmçorai mattera sbauld iay himseif open ta
the prophet' s reproof II Thîou restraincat prayer belore
God."

DEGRADA TION IN HIGH LIFE.

ix bis IlLatter-day Pamphlets," Carlyle gives rein ta
bis grim anti snrdonic humour whe» treating wliat lit
calleti the condition-ai Erigland question. With a
quatation giving a glimpsc af the splandour af ffasi-
ionable lie tram Lord Lytîen's IlPelbam," ha depicis
tht ritt. Lfithc Dandaical Be)dvand'by way ai contrait
next shews bit -cadets tht inicrior of an Irisb cabin,
wherc in abedience ta their vows af perpetual povety
tht members af the Drutige Sect petio-m their sacta
mysteries. Hati tht Ch2:lsea sage liveti i» this pre-
sent year ai grace ha would ha,ý e found abundant
material for startling andi dramatic eflecta in the
social and industrial lue a ofaur trne.

A committea of tht Housa of Lords bas I.,en inquir-
ing int the conditian ai avarkcrs in the East Endi of
London. Tht lacis disclosed in evidence are siniply
astounding. The emploaiment of indigent forcignera
in variaus occupations bas made tht condition o!f~
native operatives almesi unendurable, and the poor
drudges frein abroati arc reduceti ta tht lowesi pas-
sible depihs of indusirial tiagradation. Wel,
these people are wiling ta work for what is offertai
them, anti is flot that in accordance with the unaiter.
ably benelicen' law af supplv and demand ? Aftte
finette» centuries af the Gospel ai God's love ta man
these things are possible in the world's meiropalis, in
tht very heart ai Christian Englanti.

Haw farts it ai tht other extreme oi the social
scala? How dots what is known as "Society" cempori
itseli? Popular sensations are exciting while tliey
lasi but tbey are practicçtIly son» forgotteai. Tht>'
give place ta ncwer excitements as ihey arise. Tht
degradation andi vice feun in t» he higher circles of
Englush social life did net and svhcn tht achats of the
Pai Mali? Gazdti's terrible expasuras dicO awny.
Periodically- tha rc are su.rfacc ijpbeavals tisai :estily
to what is secthing undci-neath. Ont a!' tht lattas

.sca vents ini what is tcrinedý i1 i.'if canl a
lase many people thinkli.Th:ratbss.!


