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faith In Jesur, and Aspe In hoaven acinates the highly
favoured sons ¢f the Dominfon urder thes blood.
stained banner of our glorious Redeemer.,
San Francisce, Nov, ¢4, 2881, G L. McKavy,
DS —{ called on * His Imperial Cainese Majesty’s
Consul General” and was delighted with his atthiude
;:d K:rlavn. He speaks English very well—G, L.
[N

DEGREESOF AUTHORITY IN ELDERSHIP.

MR EDITOR,—~It may be well to give some reply
to “W. T, who calls for scriptural prouf n support of
the disttuction which the Presbytenan Church makes
between elders and eiders. Thedoctrineand practice
of the Presbyterian Church in this maser is sustained
by t Tim. v. £2, 1 Cor. xil. 28, Rom. x1, 3 9. Accord.
logly, ruling elders are called and ordained to be the.
assessors of our ministers in the spiritual government
of our congregations, and in sessional action the min-
Ister presides, because he s, from hus office, the cheef
Presbyter, and the assembly of the elders cannot be
complete without him. ** W. T.” may now think out
the matter for himseif, oW

—— T

INFIDELS AND ARMIMIANS.

It is & curious fact that some of the arguments
which our Arminian brethren bring forward against
Calvinism, are brought forward by infidels against
certain doctrines which Armiaians hold as firmly as
Calvinists do. ,

Arminians say that if the Calvinistic doctrine of

election be true, it fullows that God creates multi-
tudes of human beings in order*to damn them. In-
gersoll uses the very same argument against the doc.
trine ‘of ectcrnal punishment, Here are his own
words: *“The dogma of ecternal punishment rests
upon passages in the New Testament. Tbis in.
famous belief subverts every idea of justice, . .
+ « A Being of infinite goodness and wisdom has
no right, according to the human standard of jus-
tice, to create any bsing destined to suffer eternal
pain. A Being of infinite wisdom would not
create a failure, and surely a man destined to ever-
lasting agony is not a success.” He s here speaking,
not against predestination, but against eternal puntsh.
ment itself. He believes that whatever God does, Ho
meant beforehand to do. It will be noticed that in
the passage just quoted, Iagersoll does not make the
distinction between “eternal” and “ everlasung”
whick his brother infidels usuaily make. He uses
these two words in precisely the same sense,

Arminians say that if the Calvinistic doctrine of
clection be true, God is a respecter of persons.
Cooper, in his “Holy Scriptures Analyzed,” in order to
show what he supposes to be their contradiction, first
quotes certain passages whirh declare that God 1s no
respecter of persans, and af erwards, among others,
those which refer to His choice of the children of
Israel to be a special people to Himself , His honour.
ing Solomon above other kings ; His honounng Jacab
above Esau; His bringing Daniel! into favour with
the prince of the eunurhs, and His making poor and
making rich, bringing low and Lifting up.

The * Christian Guardian,” 1 may here remark,
considers that many of the Psalms, on acccunt of
their * personal allusinns and local colouring,” arevn-
fit to be sung by a ¢ Chrnistian congregation.” Paine
s1ys, * Some of them are moral, and others are very re-
vengeful, and the creater part relates to certain local
circumstances of the Jewish nation at the time they
were written, with which we have nothingtodo” He
would, therefore, neither read them nor sing them.

Melis, Quebdec. T.F.

THE NEW HYMNAL WITH MUSIC,

MR. EDITOR,~1 received, in common with others, a
few days ago, a specimen page of the new Hymnal
with tunes, and crave space to say a word or two
about it, The Assembly’s Committee deserve credit
certainly for the painstaking and thoroughuess in
many respects with which they have done their work.
At the same time, in my judgment, there 2ra some
things to be regretted. It is assumed that the great
obj:ct aimed atin publishing tunes atall, is to improve
as muck as possible the congregational singing
throughout the churches. I submit that the arrange-
ment of thenew book will not accomplish that, as a dif-
ferent arrangement m.ght have done.  If themusicss
to be used as an aid to the memory while singing, then

we must sing just such tunes as have been adapted to
the particutar hymns respactively. In the majority
o our congregations this Is, I believe, impracticable.
How many L M., 7s and 87 tunes there will be l
cannot-of coursa say, but 1 knowthera must ba a vast
deal more than most congregations will ever leatn,
\Vhat then of the beautiful hymns to which some of
these unknown tunes have been adapted? Isitnota
pity that the pattern of the old United Presbyterian
Hymnal and Scottl 1 Psalmedy, with cut leaves, was
uot adopted by the Committee, 30 that precentorsand
choirs could have adapted thelt own tunes? Every
congregation has its own chosen score ot two of tunes
that have to Answer a wide range of purpose, and they
will not reacily depart from them. Besides, my own ex-
perience and observation convince me th+t the mote
numerous the tunes you will compel any one congrega-
tion 1o sing, the poorer will ihe congregational sing ng
be. The Hymnal in its present form 13,in my judg-
ment, practically useless, 1 have been snformed that
the Committet had thecu. leaf plan suggested tothem.
No doubt they had some strong reason for abandon-
ing it. 1 have al 0 been informed that 1t 13 10 the
mind of the Committee to publish a cut edition by.and-
by, but with the ominous clause, “ not for some ume.”
That is a pity.

Again, 1t would appear as il the Hymnal alone
was being published with tunes just now, Are the
Psalms to be published too? Taen why not in one
volume at once? Will it not increase both inconve-
nience In use and expense in putchase to have two
volumes {nstead of one?

My object s not to find fault, but, if possible, to
remedy, In the hope, therefore, that 1t will not be
long before we shall ve able to commend to our con-
gregations a book that will be of pracucal benefir, 1
remain, with thanks, A, HENDERSON,

AN INFIDEL ON INSPIRATION.

Some professing Christians seject the doctnine of
the verbal iaspication of the Suniptures. lngersoll
believes that if there be such a thing at all as thewr
jnspiration, it must be verbal,  He says, “ It will not
do, after we find that the Bible upholds what we now
«all crimes, to say that it s not verbally inspired,  1f
the words are not inspired, what1s? It may be said
that the thoughts are inspired. Bat this would 1n.
clude only the thoughts expressed without words, 1f
ideas are inspired, they must be contaised in and ex-
pressed only by inspired words, that is to say, the
arrangement of the words, with relauon to each
other, must have been inspired. For the purpose of
their perfect arrangement, the wrters, according to
the Christian world, were inspired.  Were some sculp-
tor inspired of God to make a statue, perfect 1n every
part, we would not say the masbhie was inspired, but the
statue - the relation of part to pant, the married har-
mony of form and function. T~ elanguage,the words,
take the place of the marble, and it is the arrangement
ofthese words that Christians claim to be inspired. it
there is one uninspired word—that 1¢, one wourd 1n the
wrong place, of a word that ought not to be there—to
that extent the Bible is an uaninspired book. The
moment it is admitted that some words are not, 1n
their arrangement as to other words, inspired, then,
unless with abwlute certainty these words can be
pointed out, a doubt is cast on all the words the book
contains. If it was worth God's while to make a re-
velation to man at all, it was certainly worth His
while ta see to it that it was correctly made,”

Melis, Quebec. T. F.

READING MATTER WANTED FOR THE
NORTH-WEST.

MR. EDITOR,~Vinter i3 coming on now with its
long evenings, and many of our young people, and
older people too, have little reading matter. In the
east you have enough and to spare, and why should
we starve? When in Woodstock last spring I sug-

‘gested to the Sabbath schools of Knox and Chalmers

Churches the propriety of preserving Sibbath school
papers or Sabbath schoal books they did not require,
or which they bad read, with the view of having
them sent to the North-West, When I went down
this autumn 1wo gnod-sized cases were awaiting me.
It was only when I exammed them that I found how
valaablethe cuntents were, I am gettting the papers
carefully done up in parcels, to bu sent out to our
Mission stations, The books will start one or two

Sabbr.a tchool libraries, Wil not other Sahbath
schools and churches help us in this mater? Wasts
will be prevented, your young people will learn tothink
of the happiness of others, t*ey will have an interest
in our North-West and its Mission work, and we hete
will feel we have your sympathy. In cities, parcels
could be made up and skipped with the goodsof some
Winnipeg merchant, Country or town congregations
could send by mail. Puastage would amount to some.
thing, but if the gnod done were considered the money
woutd be cheesfully given, QOur Presbitery meets on
the 14thol December. Can we have parvcels for each
sta 10n by that date? Parcels could b= addres.ed to
myself at \Winn-peg. JAMES ROBERTSON.
Emerson, Sov., Mk, 1581,

CHURLH OPENING AT PRINCE ALBERT,
NW. T.

The new church at Prince Albert, North-West Ter-
ritaries, was opened for public worship on Sabbath,
20d O taber Rev | Sieveright conducted the services
morning and eventng. An attentive audience filied
the butlding to its utmnst capacity. With Mr. Peter-
son tlately from Guelpb) as organist, and Ms, Sproat
as leader, the sweet singing of the old hymns carried
many of the hearers back to churches and homes they
have recently left. The collections amounted to
§64.50 The bulding is a neat, commodious brick
structure, with a seating capacity of 170. It1s placed
on a rising ground near the centre of the town lots
surveyed on the Mission property, and overlooks one
of the most beautiful scenes on the Saskaichawan
river. [t cost §2 000 ~ane-half of the amount is al.
ready provided fw, and wih the aid ot triends and
increased contributions here, the othes halt will be -
met when it becomes due,

Licut.-Covernor Laird, one of the audience, the
Sabbarh after the opening,generously contnibuted $100
to the 3uilding Fund. Iuis the only complete Presby.
terian chureh srructure in the Notth-West Termnitones.
{O-her threc are in pro-ess of esecuon in thus districs.)
Fven men eminent for literury and theological attatn.
ments ¢eem to be in profouad sgaorance of the fact
that the North West Teriones are not Manuoba,
but 3 region far larger, the fuwure home of millions,
One cburch is tharoughly ia earnest in the far Northe
West—the Church of Rume Is unurng 1n uts effort 10
gain possession, though there is scarcely a Roman
Catholir familv 1o the place. Nuns are negouaung
the purchase of 3 property fur a school to entrap the
children * silly Protesrants in the bewilderments of
Popery  T'he popu'ation of Priace Aibert for four
miles along the river bank is now nearly goo0. Forty
houses and stores have been erected s season,
thirteen of them op the M ssion property. With ime
proved stenmbent csmigigilaon, the iand offie
open, and a ple 1at-f5? harvest, next year wll doubiless
witness far greater pragress, J.s.

Prince Albrt N W T 24'% Cct, 1881,

ClLUB Apents for THE PRESRYTERIAN may
secure a wumber of 1a'uable standard books as the

vesult of a fow howrs wurk. Wrile for Pranium
List.

THE sermon preached by the Rev. James Little,
M.A., on Thanksgiving Day, in St. Paul’s Church,
Bowmanwville, of which we published a portion last
week, will be 1ssued 1n full from our presses this week
in pamphlet form,

THE Rev. William Roass, kaving demitted his
charge of Kirk Hill, in Glengarry, received 2 unani-
mous and hearty call from the congregation of Lake
Megantic, in the Eastern Townships. The Presby-
tery of Q icbec, at its meeting on the 2nd inst., sus-
tained the call, which was duly accepted by Mr. Ross.
His induction into the new charge was appointed for
the 316:h inst. From tbe high standing, ability and
experience of Mr. Ross, and the well-known reputa-
tion for hiberality and kindness of the Luke Megantic
congregation, a very successful mimstry may with
confidence be predicted. His new field, though but
recently settled, 1s desuned to become a large and im-
portant commercial centre. Sutuated as it is on the
shores of a beautiful lake, surrounded with scenesy
unsurpassed inthe Dominion, in direct railway com-
munication with all parts of Canada and the Uaited
Suates, this congregation, under Mr. Ross’ mintstry,
may beexpecied 1n the near future to be one of the
lcv::ag;‘ng congregations of qur Presbytenan Churcho—
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