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COUNTY INSTITUTES.

6T, JOIIN COUNTY,

The annual meeling of the St. John County
Teachers’ Institute was held June 24th, in the Cen-
tennfal school bullding. The retiring president,
Mr, W. I. Dole, nddressed a few words to the
teachers, thankiog them for the gencrous courteay
oxtended to him while hie hed Leen president of the
Tastitute and durlog his perfornmance of the duties
of inspection of schools. The clection of oflicers
was procceded with, and resulted os follows:

President—W. M. MclLean, A B.

Vice-President—F. H. Hayes.

Bocretary-Treasurer—J. \i'. Hickson, A, B.

Addftional members of the cxecutive commitice—

Mlss Ketle Kerr, Portland, and 3Miss Annie M. lea, |

of St. Jobn.

Mr. H. Town, principal of the Centennial huitd-
ing, read a paper on the Courses of Iustruction in
Prin «y Schools, describing, in the oplnion of the
writer, tho best mcthods to pursue in the teaching
of word building, composition, form, priat, and
print script, industrial drawing, matbematics, geo-
graphy, bistory. Mr. Town touched upon all these
subjects, giving prominence only to such parte of
them as heconsidered mest important to teachers
Tho paper was well written and contained many
valusblo ‘*hints” and **helps” to teachers, especial-
ly to thoso who have recently cutered the pro-
fession.

At the suggestion of Inspector Carter, several
1ady teachers engaged in primary work took part
in the discussion which was of a very intcresting
and practical character, 50 much so that when an
adjournmont was moved at 4 1 3, it was lost al-
most unanimously Among the ladles sho took part
{t the discussion were Miss Hea, Miss Barlow, Mise
Nugent. Miss Murphy and Miss McKay.

Tho Teachers' Institute met Friday morning at 2
A. M. After routine business had been disposed of,
Mr. M. J. McKenna, B. A., was called upon to read
a paper cotitled, “Jlow to deal with Indolent
Pupils.” As regards the word ** Indolent” Mr. Me-
Kecona wished it fo be understood only 8o far as it
pertained to school duties or the preparation to
bome lessons, for it 18 genemlly taken in a mucu
widergense.  The first thing to be donc was to try
to find out tho cause of such Indoicree, for cause it
surely had, as cbildren were not gencerally indolent
by nature.  Oa investigation it would be invariably
found to proceed from cnc or other of the follow-
fng causcs: The teacher himself: the parent or a
sluggish vacillating disposition of the pupil. The
manper, he said, by which teachers gave cause for
indolence to thelr pupiis was. as regards home les-
sous, In assigning a certain amount of work to bo
doue by the pupil whilst home as a preparation for
next day's work {n school and through indiffercace
or otherwlse, neglecting to take the necessary means
to flod out whether such work had Leen satisfac,
torily done or not. This Mr. McKcnua assigned
as one of the most fruitful causes of non-prepara-
tioa of home Yessons, The best and only means to
dcal with such indolence as this, be said, was to as
certain by & careful, systematic examination whe-
ther the assigned or prescribed work had Leen pre-
parcd or not and if not to take the necessary means
to enforco its preparation. In regard to indolence
in school work, the teacher, bo said, often caused it

by an injudictous mode of instruction or question.
ing, in makiog Limsell 8 mere talking mackine or
in asking questions which required for an answer
nelther thought nor attention. Parcnts foster this
indolence {n their childrea by keeping them runmng
crrands and othenvise cmployed when they shoul
be pn?sﬂn their hornelesson; also Uy a mistaken
idca of kindoessin writing for them excuses o the
teacher upon the slighest pretext or whenever the
children desired them to do 80, As a remedy for
this Mr. JIcKenpa assigned home visitation by tho
teacher.  As to that indolence which procceded
directly from the pupil's indlsposition to atux(lfr
from whatever cause arising tho teacher, he sald,
should cver manifest the greatest viliganee and
interest'in his work .ad should ncver fail to show,
in a forcible manper, that bo notices such lack of
reparstion or attention to study by the pupil with
suplca.sum and should expedicot after expedi-
ent but always with kindness, firruness and pri.
dence. Thls, he thought, would be suflicient to care
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thie Indolenee of any ondinary pupil and set hin_on
the rugged but pleasant path of study. Mr. Mc.
Kenua was listened to with attentlon,

A discussion followed, ~fter which Miss Gmeo
Murphf read n paper on ** Primary Geography,”
which 13 published In this rsue of tho JOURNAL.

Resolutioas of sympathy for tho late D. O°C. Mc-
Ginzig, moved by D. P, Chisholm and seconded by
Mr. Hay, wero carried,

The next meeting of the 1nstitute was appointed
for the last Thursday and Friday of October, 1887.

Mr J E Dean then read an nstructive and valu
able paper on ‘! Canadinn IHistory,” which was
well received.

A motlon was carried that tho business of the
meeting, bo suspended for a short time for the pur
poso of jutroducing a resolution that tho t s of
this Institute coavey to MMr. Dolo tho esteem in
which he Is beld by "them, coupled also with their
Lest wishes fn recognition of the many pieasing
recollections during his term of service as Inspec.
tor. §The resolution was carried npanlmously.
After some routino business the Institute ad-
journed to Mr. J C. Miles' studio on Germain street,
when the teachers lstened to n valuable and prac.
tienl adddress on drawing.

CHARLOTTR COUNTY.

The ¢ightb meeting of the Charlotte County
Teachers' Institute was held in St Andrews, June
2{th and 25th.

In the absence of the President and Vico-presi
dent, Mr. James Vroom was appointed Chalrman,

The Institute then proceeded to the clection of
oflicers, which resulted as follows:—F. Q. Sullivan,
President; 1. B. Qakes, Viee-president; T. A. Hartt,
Sccretary-Treasurer; S. W. Hartt, Assistant Scerer
tary. Miss Algar, of St. Andrews, and Miss Allce
3. Robison, of St Stephien, were clected additional
members of the Committee of Mauagement.

Forty-six members were carolled.  The feo was
fixed at fifty cents for gentlemen and twenty-five
ceats for ladies. It is a matter of regret that some
of the teachers present did not interest themselvas
cnough in the advancement of their profession to
curo! as members.

Mr. Wm. Brodic read 2 valuable paper ob ** Oral
Tessons,” in which ho said these should embraces
varicty of subjects; that they were important asa
means of awakenlng sympathy between teachers
and puplls; that the teachers, to avoid worry and
confusion, should bo well pregared before attempt-
ing a lesson, and that grammar, history, geography
and botany should beintroduced to the child by
means of such’lessoas. .

Miss Annle Veazey openced thic discussion.  Quite
a number of teachers spoke to the snbjeet, and con-
siderable interest was mavnifesied, in fact s0 much
that the Misses Dowliog, Dibblee and Veazey were
requested to give oral lessons during the afternoon
session  There was diversity of oploion in regard
to the time to be set apart for these lessons and re-
sults ohtained from them.  MMr. Vroom thought that
teachers often mcasured the suceess of their work
in this subject in a wrong manner. They could not
measure it by the amount of know!ledge displaycd
at an cxamination. The true suceess of theselessons
was found in tho strengthicning of the perceptive
faculty.

After the rollcall and reading of minutes at the
afternoon scssion, an audit committee consisting of
Messrs. Brodie, Greenlaw and Burgess was appoint-
ed The committee reported the talance ob band to
be §748

The subject on the programmo for the afternoon
was called, and, as 3r. Lawson was absent, Mr. 8,
W. Hartt kindly conscated to rcad the paper on
*Health” Tho subject was well treated and the
writer deserves much crodit for the very interesting
manner in which he presented it.  The discussion

was well opened by Mr. IIL T. Greenlaw. The
paper was further discussed by Messrs. Vroom, T
A Hartt, and Brodie, and the Misses Hanson, Dow.
ling, Veazey and others.  On ~tion, the discussion
closed.

At tbls point the Misses Dowling, Dibblee, and
Veazey cag gave an object lesson, which was well
received by the Institute.  These Indies formed a
class from the members of the Institute, and v
clearly Hlustrated thelr method of dealing with suc
lessons. It would be well if we could bave moro
teaching at our Institutes, and thus give practical
application to the methods c:?loscd the various
3u€jects under discussion. ter a brief discussion

the Insututo adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock on Fri-
duz' morning.

n Frida mornln{;.

n

after roll call aud reading of
minutes, Mlss Dowl

g read a Rmclleul paper on
* Punctualily und Regularity of Attendance.” The
writer thoroughly veuotilated thesubject and stroog-
ly advocated gentlencss on tho part of tho teachier
fn both cases. As Miss Fannlo Thompson, who
was 1o open tho discussion on this paper, was not
present, Mr. Brodio wul on motion, requeeted to
open the discussion.  This »aper was followed by a
hvclfy discussion, in which many of tho tcachirs
participated.

Mr. John Lawson formed a class from the mem-
bers of the Institute, and took up hlsraﬁcron *How
to Teach Avithmietic, with Bpe¢lal Reforenco to
Genctal Principles” At thoconclusion of the paper
nn adjournnient was had for dinaer.

When tho afternoon ecsslon was opened and
routino gono through, Mr. Vroom opencd tho dis.
cussion on Ar, Lawson's paper.

Mr. I. G. McFarlane's namo was tho next on tho
programme for a paper on * How to overcome the
diflicultics arising from changes in text books,” but
the geatlenan was not present and had nelsent in
any paper. ‘Tho determining of timo and placo of
next meetipg was, on motlon, left to the Commitice
of Manogement, A vote of thanks was unanimously
passed to Hon, B, R. Stevenson for bls kindness in
Yluclng his hall at tho dispozal of the Institute.

'otes of thanks were also passed to officers, readers
of papers and opencrs of discussions.  After sloglog
%,u National Anthem the Institute adjourned.—

rier.

KINO8 COUNTY.

A number of teachers assembled at- the superior
school room Thursday moraiog st Hampton at 10
o'clock, D. P. Wetmore, Inspector of Schools, fa tho
chair. Thirty-nine teachers carolled themselves as

members, by paying an enroliment fee of 15 cents,

L! After organizing, the following officers wero

lected, viz'—President, D P Wetmore, inspector,
vico-president, F. 8. Chapman, principal superior
school, 8pringfleld, No. 2, sccretary -treasurer, F. E.
Whelpley, principal superior school, Hampton, No.
2; commitice of management, the officers named,
with Miss Marion-Wetmore and Miss Bertha Robert-
50D.

Routine business oécupled the time at the first
sesslon,

At the second session, C. E. Black read an Inter
esting paper on Schiool Discipline. Tho following
is an outline of thc principal points wade:—

All will concur with me in the fruth of the state-
mceot that a teacher, supported with the sympathy,
co-operation and good will of the parents, bas a
greater power for good in a school than one not so
sustained. First impressions arc lasting, A teacher
cotering on duties in a new school is, so to speak, a
*“strauger In a strangeland.” Hemust bear himself
valiantly. FEvery teacher should strive to wearn
‘kindly expression upon his face, yea, further, he
should be kind at heatt.  The influence of o teacher
{3 greatly fclt by his scholara.  They will notice the
teacher’s every action.  Let us endeavor to obtain
the love and good-will of our pupils. The teacher
should strive to convince the parents that he has a
personal interest in thie advancement of each child.
The teacher should be on fricndly terms with every
person in tho district—not Inflicting his company
on cvery family, nor yet brioging himsclf to the
level of every individual. I have found a friendly
visit has sometimes dono a power of good. Con-
fidenso onco gained Is not casily lost.  Let the
teachier, therefore, galn the esteem and tho confl.
dence of the pareats.  Aithough the teacher may
feel thmid when begianing his work, ws assert that
he should have coafidence in bhimself, The first
thing a teacher sbould do on entering a gehiool s to
study closely the mind and diepaosition of each
pupil. e should study each child’s weak points.

The reading of this paper was followed by a dis-
; cussion, in which F. 8. Chapmaa, C. W. Corey, D.
P. Weimore, F, E. Whelpley, & F. Alward, Miss
Marlon Wetmore, Geo. Wetmore, and J. E. Wet-
niore took an active part.

J. W. Cempbell, duriag the discussion, read an

ments,

The president referred tho teachers to the Npw
Broxswick EDOCATIONAT JOURRAL,

Adjourned,

' cxcellently prepared essay on Rewards and Punish-




