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AVING taken considerable interest
%‘;@j g{% in the trials and struggles of the emi.

grants on their first coming to Cana-
da, I often converse with them, and
listen with pleasure to the simple re~
& cital oftheir early sufferings, and man-
N ifold difficulties; some of which are
sufficient to excite the sympathy of
harder hearts than mine. In many inctances they serve to
awaken feelings of admiration for the noble energies that have
been called forth in the hearts of the British peasant, feelings,
and powers, that had lain dormant, because, unawakened, or
been crushed, and kept down by the cheerless influence of po-
verty, and its soul-depressing consequences. I have seen the
poor man who, while at home, sank hopeless and despondent,
beneath the chilling blast of want and disease, here, brave with
manly energy the wants and privations of a new colony, and
battle, without shrinking, the storms of adversity. Cold, hun.
ger, excessive toil, disease, all in their severest forms, were
met, and by turns overcome, or endured withcut murmuring,
In all probability, it is these very trials which the members of
an infant colony endure in their first outset, that give them that
strength and energy, for which they have ever been noted, and
which is ultimately the foundation of the true greatness of their
adopted couatry, and of their prosperity, and that of their
families.

I have met with many persons among the rich, and the
thoughtless votaries of luxury, and pride, who maintained that
the virtues of the poor, were at best but negative qualities—
that there were few who acted well, but from interested mo.
tives, or from fear of the law ; and that genuine, exalted vir-
tue was rarely, if at all, to be found in the abodes of want and
poverty. How many opportunities have I had both in England,
and sinee my sojourn in this colony, of proving the untruthful-
ness of these allegations. A bright and beautiful example of
disinterested benevolence at this minute recurs to my mind,
and, as I love to look upon the sunny side of the picture, I
shall make no apology for introducing to your notice, one of our




