
SHALL \VE HAVE A

T HE questionof theneed andimpor-
tanceof suchachairin ouruniver-

sities and theological colkvges, one w'ould
think had already goebeyond the inci-
pient stage of discussion, and reached a
more practicai one, i. e..: How shall we
supply the want which is already feit,
especially on the p)art of theological stu-
dents entering upon the responsibilities
of teachers and I)Ieacllers, of a more de-
firilte and cornprL.hensihe knowledge of
the Englishi Bible ?

To be convinced that this is*, indeed,
a f elt want, one hias only to corne in con-
tact with those %vho have been engaged
in practical work in our various mission
fields, and to listen to those who have
already gone forth fromn our halls and
have been for some time engaged in ac-
tuai pastoral work. The testimoriy of
such we believe will almost be uniform-
ly-I fel that my work would be more

effective if 1f had a more complete and
comprehensive knowledge of the Bible.

XVhatever may be said of our present

methods, the fact remains, that under
them, except s0 far as these may be sup-
plemented by private study, the best
that can be secured, is only a fragmen-
tary knowledge of the Bible as a whole.

The institution of summer schools, and
the re-establishment of such chairs in

the theolog-ical seminaries of this conti-

BII3LICAL CHAIR?

nent and Europe, and die niumber of
stndents crowd ing to such centres, testify
to the existing need if a more complete
course of Bible study in our colleges.

We have no intention of casting an>'
refiections on the efficiency of the chairs
already established in our theological in-
stitutions, especially that college with
which it is our privilege at present to be
identified ; for it is the consensus of stu-
dent opinion that the chairs already es-
tablished aýe eminently filled. But that
for which we contend is, flot greater ef-
ficiency within the field covered by any
one lecturer at present, but another lec-
tureship for a field which is flot yet oc-
cupied. Nor do we intend to disparage

or under-estimate the instruction pro-
vided for by lectureships already estab-
lished, and Nvhich is so valuable and in-
dispensable to any one who undertakes
the religious and spiritual leadership of
any people. WVho would be willing to
forego the comprehensive treatment of
the subject of Apologetics or dispense
with the valuable presentation of the
most important facts of Church His-
tory? What could be more suggestive
and helpful than the work accomphished
in the subjects of Introduction and Ex-
egesis for Iaying the best possible foun-
dation for the exposition and the future
study 0f' the Scriptures, especially in the


