
6THEF 0. A. C. RiEviEw.

impasing as it mav seem, mnustfinally
topple and fail in ruin. It would ap-
pear, then, that thecourse ai wisdom
and patriotisin, would lie ta renlove
at once those conditions which mili-
tate against aur iarrnîng classes; ta
stop, if it be possible, this exodus froni
our farina, and ta base aur national
greatneus on agriculture, instead ai
on manufacture and commerce.

We will not attempt to say how far
the conditions poînted out in tht pre-
ment article have influenced our farn-
mng population, but we believe that
their influence lias been vers- consider-
able in diverting population fronu the
country to the town. We have suf-
ficient faith in agriculture, the nablest
and grandest of occupation%. ta lie-
lieve that given fair play. it will not
fail ta hold its own. Gîvr it an equal
chance with other industries, reke
it from the burtiens it beara, andi we
believe that we shahl no langer sceethe
sons and dauglitera oi agriculture
leaving the fret, pure air oi the fari
ior tht polluteti atrnosphmr of the
city. Farom our faria must corne aIl
that is noblest and hest in aur
national ie, the strongest andi fairest
mmt Mid women, physically, inentally
and morallv. Nat froin tht crowded
citv can spring the men who. Ptient
ana constant, can in time or7aè
unaintain those saut vitws of lufe
,which alune cau stem tht tide of
maderu materialisi; or wbo, when

happily. the cloud af war mnay darken
our national horizon, can, strong of
muscle and stout of heart, fling back
the invader froin our shorts.
Our national greatness can be buiît
upon no other sait foundation than
that of a strong and prosperous agri-
cultural population. and it thereore
behooves, aur statesmen, it behooves
every patriotic citizen, ta consider
well those conditions which bave,
during the past twenty yen rs, caused
this part of our population ta de-
crease. Let us turn a deai car ta
those specious arguments by which
ournierchants and manufacturiera , of
infinitely leu. importance than aur
farinera, would lead us ta believe that
their prosperitv is necessary ta the
,well-being of the country. Let our
Lara.m the ulost nuiuerous and im-
portant class in our country, insist
that thev shail stand, at least on an
equal f«oting with the Met ai the
comrnunity. Thei, have tht powerto
accornplish this il thev will but une it.
"The violence and injustice ai thr

rulers of rnankind is an ancient evil,
for wvhich. 1 arn afaid, the nature ai
humais atWara can scarce admit of a
remedy. But the mean rapacity, the
monopoung spirit of merchants and
manufacturera who neither are, nom
ought ta be, tht raiera ai mankind.
though it cannot, Perliaps, be cor-
rectedl, may %er v t.asly lie prevented
from disturbing the tranquility cd
anvbody but themmlves."

E. C. Daritr, B. S. A., 1900.
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