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O war in British history has been marked by such an eager-
1 ness on the part of all classes in Great Britain to partici-
patte as has characterized the present struggle. The aristoe-
racy, true toits best traditions, has given frecly of its scions
in the Empire's cause, and, until the cruel war is over, there
will be as much bitter anxiety in the castles and palaces of the
old and as inits bumbler homes. For instance, the Marqguis
of Lansdowne (who has certainly served his country well in
the past) has said farewell to his eldest son, the Earl of Kerry,
an oflicer of the Grenadier Guards.  His brother, Lord
Edmond Fitzmauriee, is o Hentenant i the First Deagoons,
the “* Royals.”  These are Lord Lansdowne's two heirs, and af
they should perish the family tide will become extinet.
- L] .
N view of the coming engagement of Sie Henry Irving, in
Montreal, everything concerning  the great actor is of
interest. Like Moliere's ** Medecin Malgre L™ Sir Henry ix
a threcfold doctor. without ever having studied for a d- Jree.
He has reeeived the degree of Doctor from the Universities of
Cambridge, Dublin, and Glasgow, and hewas Rede lecturer for
Cambridge o 1898, Dy, Irving, of the Lyceum Theatre,
delivered his Rede leeture in the Senate House of Cambridge
University in Juane, 1898, on “The Theatre in its Relation to
the State.” In the course of his lecture, he reminded his
audience that the actors or players were rvetained in the
“rogues” category of the Vagrant Act until well into the
present century, when some Parlizmentary deauglitsman, less
hidehound to precedent than his predecessors, drew his pen
through the obsolete clause.

. . .

ORD TENNYSON. Governor of Somh Australia, has pre.
sented to the Public Library of Adelaide the MS. of the
first pocm written by bis father in the capacity of laureate. It
is t.at picee of verse written in Mareh, 1851, and dedicated to
the Queen, which concludes thus:
By shaping some august deeree
Which hept hier throne unshaken still,

Broad-based upon lier people s will
And compass’d by the intiolate sea.

The opening line of the sccond stanza:
\actoria, <ince your Roval Grage,
was originally written:
I thank yvou that veur Resal Grace.
* Kindness,” as aow printed in the fifth stanza was in the first
draft “sweetness.”  Rulers of yonie hload ™ was originally
sscions of your Dloowd.™ “The bounds of freedom hromder
yet,” was changed by the poct to > wider yet.”
L] . *

l.\' most families the birth of a great-grandehild s considered

quite an event, and there is something venerable and awe-
inspiring even ahbout the title greatgrandmother. It i an
interesting task nerely to conjure up in imagination the
serricd ranks of Her Majesty®s descendants. At the present
moment Queen Victorin has 132 great-grandehildren, of whom
13 are pringeesses.

- L .

PRETTY story is told of Miss Ellen Terrv. To assist o
j certain charity in the provinees, she offered a kiss to he
put up to anction.  The bidding was brick, and had advaneed
in three leaps from two guiticas to 30, when, without turther
parley, the round sum of £100 was offered. There being no
higher bid, the kiss was knocked down by the anctioneer to 2
colanel in oncof England’s crack regiments, who cie forward
to mect the blushing actress. But, tothe surpriscof all present,
the colonel introduced o denr little fair-haired boy, explained
that it was his grandson’s fifth birthday, and that he had
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acquired the kiss as a birthday gift for him, whereupon Miss
Terry took the child in her arms and discharged her debt with
interest.
* * -

l\’ 1SS 12, PAULINE JOHNSOX, the clever Indian poetess and

reciter, tells o good story which shows the tastlessness
sowe wellaneaning
women ()CC:lSiOIl-
ally display, At
the cose of an
entertainment,
where Miss John.

son had  given a
number of her

pocems, a lady
rushed up o the
reciter, congratu-
Iated her eflusively,
and  exclaimed in
apparent astonish.
ment, “*You don't
mean to say that
your father was
veally an Indiant™
“Certainly,”™ an.
swered the dusky
clocutionist,  who
is not at all a.
shamed of her
Maohzwk Dlood.
“Well,” remarked
the ladyinthe tone
of onewhaois going
to say something
very  flattering :
“really, 6 look at
you | never would
have thought 3™

“ladecd™ =aid
Miss  Johnson
coolly, **and may
I ask, madwm. if
your father was it white man 2

“To be sure he was,” with a stare of mingled amazement
and indignation.
* Q! said Miss Johnson, smilingly, *“to look at you I never

would have thought it
- * L ]

TUSS B. PAULINE JOHNSON.

ONG before the Transvaal trouble, the Right Honorable
Jogeph Chamberlain, present British Colonial Sceretary,
was famous the world over for two things : his  orchids
and his monocle,  His coxtly collection of orchids is one of
the finest in the world. It is said that onee in Paris he
saw a rare orchid, the duplicate of one hie had recently added
to his own collection. e asked the price. ** 20,000 francs,”
replicd the dealer,

The Englishman paid the money. and then, throwing the
flower on the floor, crushed it with his hicel.  However relinble
this incident may be, the following is vouched for:  Since hoy-
hood Mr, Channberlain has worn s monocle. When the young
wan first entered Parlinment his fame as @ muanicipal reformer
had preceded him, Among the visitors who were present on
thit occasion were Lords Beatconsficld aud Carnarvon. The
commotier had won hix clection to the House by lis vigorous
appousition to the great Conservative’s methods.  As he cane
into the chamber Lord Carnarvon leaned forward and said:

**Here comes young Chamberlain,”

AW replicd Beacousfield, as hie took in the young wan
from 1ip to toe.

*What do you think of him?*

*He wears his monocle like a gentleman,”

replied the
Premier.



