
3hiz TDAAA'N

out, or ho shaîl faint under the scourge-wiht sek?

"Thou wilt flot
IlAway, mon," interrupted tlîeir officer ;and,

despite the strugghes of the boy and the on-
treaties of t'he maiden, they wcre dragging him
off, when Constance, terrified by the immin-
enco of his perid, cried-

Spare hini-spare the boy-spart hirn-
and I

"Constance, for shame! be silent," the
dauntless boy broke in upon her speech ; Ilbe
-'lent; I can be-ar the lashi without a cry, but
speak not thou, if they should kihI ine

"lTo the tree witb him," shouted the puritan,
maddened by this defiance froin a quarter
whence he the least expected it; "present
your petronels and shoot him oit the spot, if
sire speaksnrot. Thou, young spawn of ina-
lignancy, thy blood bc on thine own lîead;
and with thoc word, hc struck him a hcavy
blow across the shouiders with his sheathed
rvord; but as ha did so, with a fierce voll, the
nîighty bloodhound dasbed upon him ; i t seiz-
cd hlin by tha throat above the gorget, and
shaking him with his long wolf-like fanîgs till
the blood flew froîn the vains of the throat,
bore him to the ground and throttled hirn with
deadly force and fury. The two mciiw~hohad
hold of Philip, rcleased him to assist their offi-
cer; and one of theni levelled his carbinebasti-
ly against the bloodhound, and pullcd the îrig-
gar; the fire flashed froîn the muzzie, and the
near report was echoed through the forest, but
clt.arl y audible above it rose an articulate cry
to God for mercy, and a decp human groan;
tlîe bullet destined for the noble beast, had
nîierely grazed itsribs, but passed shecr through
the body of the prostrate puritan ; and cre the
lin of the report subsided, the dark and ireful

spirit had gone to its long home. A mnoment
of astonishmnent and terror foilowed, striking
the furiows soldiers with sucb a panic as kept
them nv<ýtionless and mute. it was, howvever,
but a mnm'î; f <r, maddened by the accident,
and rclcased froîn the sligbt restraint which
disciline bad previously imposed upon them,
they rushed with tL.iifjld fury and despite on
the dcfencelcss children, and had already tomn
them froin the armas of tbe wretched girl, wbo,
in an instant, was struggling in the icentions
grasp of one, wbile another, drawing à pistol
froni bis belt, mended bis comrade's aim upon
tbe gahlant lîound, and laid hîiî liféecss on the
body of bis officer.

RJut other aid was nigh, of which they dream-
cd not, in ibeir savage mood; for alînost si-

multaneously, a tail gaunt figure, clad inl the
leathern doublet of a woodman, and brandi9b'
ing a miglîty axe, rushied UI) the bill side froit'
the forest ; and frorn the stack of fagg0tol
whence lie hiad disengaged hiinself on scn
the pcril of bis young disinterested hostess'
there flashied a 1)istL>l shot, which, taking sir'
effect, avenged the faithful Mortimer, follow0d
by the young cavalier, who, faint indeed, but
fearless, sword in hand, darted tor the rescue'
Surprised by the suddenness of the attack,-the
roundhcads drew back for a minute, and re-
leased once again their captives, who instant'
ly, at the lond bidding of the wvoodman, sbel'
tered themselves within the cottage ; but the
next moment, seeing that there were but t«0

men who now confronted them, feli on tbeo'
sworh in hand. The woodman was of a POWý
erful anti seasned frame, and wielded bis
axe wath surpassing energy, inflicting ghisIîy
wounds on ail who came witbjn its swet'P;
tue youthful cavalier foughit, as a masterof lii
weapon fights, when life, and honour, anid re'
venge, bang on cach blowv and thrust; 51
they wcre but two men, strong and brave
inded, but unprovided with defensive arinourý
opposed to six stout veterans completelY fei>
ced with steel ; and the resuit of thec orfl't
must have been fatal to the smaller numfl'
but, ere they had fought many moments, the
jinglirig of spurs and scabbards, and ail the
clinking, diii of a squadron coming up at the full
gallop, rang through the forest;, and aIiii" t

before either party, in the blind ardour of the-il
strife, perceived it, twenty or thirty cavtiitf6

led by a servant in bite and tawny liveriS4
dashcd through the scattercd trees intO tlie
circle. An instant of wiid, wheehing, desPer te
confusion followed !-pistol shots flashing, al
sword cuts glancing iii thc suiiligb tt
passed, no piiritan was there, save tîîose wli
Iay gored with unnumbered woiinds, cse0
and iifeiess on the spot wbiceh they hiad well
nigh desecrated by theur lawless and u1aly'
violence.

IlThank God !-thank God !-ugh, re
the leader of the party. Ilwe have cornte "P
time to rescue thee, although too late, If5
me, to aid thy noble parents.

IlToo late! too late, indeed V" rejoiiied the
yoîîîh. IlSave in mny veins thiere rufl5 0
living blond in any of the name of DsOOg
and 1, thanke only to the rare courage and de-
votioii of this good woodman's daughttr i
hcnceforth but for gratitude and vengeance.

Years passed-ong years 1 the blood Oft


