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thought and reflection ; and leave the
writer to his own control. Orals, on the
other hand, necessarily do îîot permit of
each student being examined in the w'hole
of any matter ; the tim-e allotted for indi-
vidual recitation is short;- and as a conse-
quence quick and ready cesponse without
meditation are essential. Again in every
subject of study there are parts more diffi-
cuit to master than others. Now, as we
have hinted, eachi student in an oral ex-
amination must, through the necessary
brief duration of recitation, be questioned
on but some particular part of a matter.
On which accounit we cannot eexpect a
student who is exaniined on a difficult
point, to pass as creditably as another
who is fortunate enoughi to receive a more
simple part. This explains also why it is
that the clever pupils of a class oftzn pass
the least creditable oral examinations-
For a poor student on simple niatter has
as good, if not a better, chance than a
g-ood one on difficuit inatter.

But we have known sonie persons who
failed to answer iii oral examinations cer-
tain questions withi whose bearing- they
undoubtedly were well acquainted. Whiat
then wvas the cause? 0f course we be-
lieve iii the truth cf that old saying, that
wlhat is clcarly uiider:itood is easily cx-
presscd ; and accordingly we -are con-
vinced that the student who is well up in
a subject shoffld not have the least diffi-
culty in an orai exaniination. But in cases
such as we 1-jave nientioned, there must
have been sonie inmpediment to the easy
expression. And we imagine that those
of experience on the point will locate the
obstacle in the timidity or bashfuless of

* the person exaniined.

And hience arises the discussion of
t'ic importance of oral examinations.
In these the studeni. of ready response
and cain self-control is the one who
wi~ll succeed. Knowing, this, the truc

student- will strive to attain those
acquirenients. He will endeavor to bring,
his knowvledge s0 conipletely under con-
trol of expression as to be prepared at any
moment to let it out. Now, as wve
heard, admirably expressed lately by the
Reverend Rector, '*A man's knowledgc
nowadays is judged by the use he can
make of it before a public audience."
And without a doubt oral examinations,
more than anvthing else, put a mian's
knrowledge to the test of publicity. For
this reason, if for no other, we dlaim that
suchi examinations are excc:edingyly im-
portant, nay alinost indispensable, in a
university course.

EDIXORIAL NVOTE~S.

During, the four weeks of its sitting the
Catholic W\inter School liad an attendance
of no less than 2 i,000 lupils, averaging
nearly i,ooo a day.

He-re is another instance of lhow surely
Anglicanismi is drifting back to the
Apostolic Fold. Rev. MNr. Black, an
Anglican clergymn,-, states that the num-
ber of the Anglican clergy iii Eng-land and
Scotland iiow enaged in hearing con-
fessions is bctw<.en 1,200 and 1,500;
while the nuniber so engaged fifty years
ago nmight safely be reckoned under a
score. God speed the good work.

In a lecture delive-red recently iii Boston
H-enry Austin :X\danis, nie;tioned inciden-
tally that siiice bis conversion to the
Catholic Church, less hin threc ycars
-lio, he had assisted nt the reception irito
the Church of seven clerglymeni, friends of
bis, and that iSo of bis former flock hid
followed himi into thc truc fold.

'Twvas but a short month ago, w~e hcaîd
in our banquet hiall that " Irish and
Catholic arc synonlynionis." This 'vas
vcry emiphaticilly instancced not long
after ini New YVork, 'vhen, ait the close of
ai special terni of the supreme court,
justice Pryor, who occupied the bench,
said: 41It is a singular thing that out of
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