
whcn God gives us, ail and more than we
askod for. It was a poppilar belief, not con-
tradicted by oui Lord (Mlatt. 28: 10; Heb.

1: 14) that evcryone had a guardian angel
who sometimes assumed the bodily appearance
of the person bimself. They thoupht.. that
Peter had been put to death in prison and his
angel.had corne to, announce the fact ro them.

18. But Peter continued knocking
and when they had opened the door end
saw hlm; they were astonished. (R. V.
amazed)-Peter was in danger of recapture
and every moment'sdelay was scrious-Often
Gocl's answers are knocking at our doors
and we won't let them in, but keep on
praying for themn. We may well bu am-azed
at God's forbearance and patience with our un-

(Lindsay), tocescape the siegu of the city by thu
Romans. Latur writers cali hlm "Bishop") of
jerusalem, but there is no evideiinc that hie
exercised the special unctions now exclu-
sively performed by thosu who cali them-
selves by that tite. H1e was a bishop such
as every minister of out church dlaims to bu.
Where Peter went we don't know. Romau
Catholia writers claimi it that he went to
Rome at this timu, but that is incoùisistent
with the tone of Paul's statements; in 2 Cor.
ici: 16. (Lindsay). H1e probably went-into
concealmunt. I-ýterod's death soon after would
set him free from danger.

ORIENTALISMVS.

In Egypt from very early times prisons were
belief. .estabiished, and put under the charge of the

17. But he, beckoning unto them g military as wese >e from the bury of joseph, but
with the hand to hold their peace, de-1 among thejewb, until after the return fromn cap-
clared unto themn how the lord had gtivity, there seemn to have been nu prisons ex-
brought him out of the prison, and he gcept private unes, as in Persia. The prisoner
said, Go shew these thîngs unto James, gvas farmed out to some priate individual, who
and to the brethren, and he departed and took charge of him, in muth the saine way as
went into ariother place-Their ciamour gused to, be dune with paupers in some parts of
of joy prevented his voice from, being heard the United States. A muàtconvenient, there-
until he had btilled themn by a gesture. This gfore cummon, place of confinemnent, was, as
James was nut one of the Twelve, but is.after. to.day, a pit cither dry or partly bo. The story
wards found acting as the offcial head of the of Jeremiah is an illustration. No fuod's pro.
christian community at jerusalen:. (Acts. pruvided, ani unless friends supply the nec-
15:. 13; 21: 18;-Gai. 1. 19). H1e was the essaries of life the prisoner will starve. Hience
eldest maie relative of jesus (Gai. i . 19), and we have the beautiful prophecy of Isaiah Si .
according to oriental usage the natural head of1 14. T~he prisons of the timîe of oui lesso i
the community fuunded by Jesus. Early w ere Roman, or after their model, %,vith fetters,
Christian tradition, confirmed by one or twro stocks, &c.

passages in the New Testamnent, affirms that The Rabbiins, divided the angels into ten
James occupied a unique position in the classes, differing in authority and knuvdedge,
church in Jerusalem, and that lie was suc- unly the highest angels were allowed tuo book
ceeded in this by his coubiip Simeon, on the face ofGod. The highest were Gabriel
the son of Cleopas, who was the head of the '!and Michael, te former the minis'ter ufjustîce-,
christian feilowship, when it migratud tu Pella, 1 the latter of Mercy.

BIBLE SEARCH LIGHTS.
Distinguish three Herods. (i) H. the Great (Matt. 2: 16). (2) H. Antipas, uncle

te- tihe one in our chapter (Matt. 14: 3-11) and (3) Herod Agrippa I. (Acts. 12: 20.23).
Also distinguish James, son of Zebedee and brother of John, frons James, the Less, brother
of our Lord and pastor of thse church at Jerusaiem, author of the Epistie of James, who wns
flot an Apostie.

5. Wben bad Peter escaped from prison before this ? <5: 19). Are we encouraged to
pray for others ? (Eph. 6 : 18 ; JaS. 5 :16 ; 2 Cor. i : 11:; 9: 14).

6. With what promises might Peter compose himself to rest that night? (EX. 23 :2o; Deut.
33: 12, 27; Job.- 33: 18; Ps. 34: 19; 41 : 1, 2; 72: 14; 91 : 1-4, 14; 121 : 4; 146: 7;

-Luire 21 : 18; Matt. 10: 29-30).
(i 18)


