no one would wmistake opr Saviour's menniug
Unless poor people are pions we have no reason
to call them blessed.  Poverty in itgelf is ot
 blessing.  But whether rich or poor, those
who are humble, contented and gateful have
God’s blessing. (Isa. §7: 155 16: 2). Yet
the poor have:special reason-to be thankinl for
the.gospel. (Matt, 11: §; Jas. 2: 5.} Ithelps
them.to-bear their privations, imparts a con-
tented spirit, teaches industry and virtue,
assures them of God’s fatherly care (Rom, -
28), and makes them heirs of heaven at last.
The kingdom of God--Heaven-and all its
rlories. (Matt. 25: 34; 1 Cor. I: 26-29.)

his carries with.it heaven's joy in the heart
now,

21, Yethat hunger—*‘Hungerand thirst.
after-righteousness” (Matt. 5: 6). Those who
earnestly desire to have their sins pardoned.
- and their hearts wade pure, (Isa. 55:1; John:

7:37.) Ye:shall be illed — 7. & with the
abiding peace of parden and the growing sanc-.
tification of the heart. *“Now our lips are
but sprinkled with a few-drops of that river of
joy whereof; in the-next life, we shall drink to
the full” (Trench.) (Jobn 6: 35, 50, 54, 56,.
-£8; Rev. 7: 16.) Ye that weep—In keep-
iLg with the lofty spiritual toné of the dis-
course, we-must understand this to-mean those-
that are mourning for sin, (Isa. 61: 3; Luke
4: 18; Rev. 7: 17.) Vet sorrow may be a
bléssing,. Read Rom. 5: 3-5; 2 Cor. 4: 175
_ Heb, 12; 11; Jas. 1: 12, Ye shall laugh—

““'be comforted ” (Matt. §: 4), expressing the

_ joy of those whose sins are blotted out for
‘Christ’s sake, {Rev. 213 4.)

22, Shall hate you—for being good and’
- doing what is xight (z Pet. 2: 10; 3: 145 4:14.
See John 3: 203 7: 75 152 19; 2°Chron, 18: 7..
Separate you—by cxcommunication and the
social ostracism that accompanies it, (John-
16: 2; g: 22, 34.) Reproach you—*Re-
vile-yon*-(Matt, 6: 11.) Say bitter and un:
kind things 2bout you. They said of Jesus
that he was a Samaritan and'had a devil, and’

- was-mad; that he cast out demons by Beel--

_ zehub; that he was a gluttonors man and a
wine-bibber, a:friend-of publicans-and sinners;.
:  an-enemy of Ceesar, and a destrojer of the
_ temple and-of the law. See for our duty in
such a case, T Peter 2: 23; I Cor. 4 I2.
Cast out your name—°** say all manner of
~evil against you” (Matt. 5t 11). 1 Peter 3:
14~18, Make your'name:a by-word.of shame’
and dishonor. ~ For the Son of Man's sake:
—There is no blessing promised to these who
- really-merit the contempt and abhorrence of
others, ‘The charges must be false, and they
must be incurred on account of Joyalty ?o:
Chvist (John 15: 18:20,) “We are not to do
things to offend others ; to-treat them harshly-
or unkindly, and conz?7 revilings. We are not
to say or do things, though they may be on
the subyect of religion, designed to- disgust or
offend,” 'We are-not to-provoke opposition by
s e-sentiments:or conduct, or -by violating

8:|in mosses and

if, in the honest offort to be Chrisilaos and o
live the life of Chistians, others persconte and
revile us, we are tovonsider thisas ablessing.™
{Barnes.) .

28. Rejoice ye—Heaven will more than
make-up for all that Christiaps can be made
to-sufferon easth, Mr, Rentick, the last of
‘the Scottish martyrs, speaking-of his sufferin,
for conscience’s sake, says, ‘Enemies thin%
themselves satisfied that we ate put to wander
upon mountains; but even
amid the storms of these last two nights, I
"cannot express what sweet times I have had,
when I had no covering but the dark curtajns
.of the night. Yea, in the silent watch my
‘mind was led out to admire the deep andinex-
pressible-ocean of joy wherein.the whole fam-
ily of heaven swim. Each star led me to
wonder what He must be, who is -the Star of
Jacob, of whom-all stars borrgw their shining.”
(Bib. Mus.} Read Isa. 51:-7, 11; Acts5: 413
16: 25; Cob 1: 24; Jas. 1: 2. For in like
-manner—Read Heb. 11, Persecution places
you in-a-goodly fellowship ; it is no mark of
God's-displeasure ; your sufferings are the seed
out of whichsthe better future must grow; in
due time even men will hunor you, and in
heaven you will share the biessedness of
-prophets, saints, martyrs-and confessors.

24, You thatare rich—(Luke 12: 215
Amos 6: 1; Jas. 5:1.) Itisnosintobe rich,
but-those who live for-riches an@find all their
satisfaction-in them, will’hdve no comfortfrom
them when death comes. (Luke 12: 16-213.
:Matt. ‘8: 19-21; Tuke 18: 24, 255 12: 33, 345
1 Tim. 6: 17-19). Notice some otheis who
““have:their reward” in this life, (Matt. 6: ©
2, 5, 16.) 24, Ye that are full—are gunite-
-satisfied with the good things-of this Jife and. |
"have no-longing for spiritual blessings. (Isa..
65: 13; Luke 1: §3; 16: 19, 24, 25.) Yethat |
‘laugh—are happy and careless, hiving-in friv- .-
olity and with no anxiety about your souls. -

‘(Prov. 14: 13; Eec. 7: 6.) .
_2@—Jas. 4: 4; John 15: 195 1 John 4: 5.
‘False prophets—Jer. 5: 31; Isa. 309, 10,
Wicked people do not like those who tell ™. -
‘them of their-sins. They would rather have
preachers who. would flatter them. S

II. Lovmmnise Lire. 27, But!say |
—He speaks ““with authority.” Although
these woes are denounced against their ene- |
mies they-are not to hate-them, but love them.
Unto-you which hear—In Matthew’s fuller
-account our Saviour contrasts Mis teaching
-with-that'to which they had been accustomed
‘to listen {5:.43-48). Christ here lays down a |
universal law, not for Christiansalone, but for
ali.mankind, Loveyourenemies— ‘There
-are two kinds of love, involving the same gen-
‘eral feeling, or-spricging from the same foun-
tain of good will to all' mankind, but differing ¥ |
still s far as to admit of separation in idea.
The one is that feeling by which we agprove
of the conduct- of another, commonly called the §
love.of complacesicy; the other, by which wed #

the laws of civil society, or by modes of speech.
that are unnecessarily offensive to-others, But'

-wish well fo the person of another, though wi




