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o From the Farmers' dournal.

THE LONDON FARMERS' CLUB.
THE ECONOMY OF MANURES~—THEIR MA—
NUFACTURE AND ATLPLICATION.

ST ( Continued from our lust. )

° After a'short paise,

"Tho Cuamyax suid,—Mr. Johnsoni
tias given usun ablo and scientific ac-
’s:ount-of the matter before us, but there
is'one othor view in which farmers must
manner of carrying it out; and perhaps
When fhitsé -two views arc brouglit iofo
contact and considered together, somo.
thing moro beneficial may be devised
tian" by -considering either separately.
I have long beon in favour of the princi.
Plé of dsing raw manure; indeed, I was
the first 1o start 1t in my own neighbour.
Tiood, where it is of 25 years’ standing.
It had always ‘been my “custom to coim-
post the manure, turn ‘it over and over
sgain, and then clamp it with perfect
Deatness, so that all the valuable quali-
es' were retained. By putting a suffi-
cient quantity upon the land I got very
good crops, but, at the same time, ata
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'vast oXperise of material. ‘This was ob..

violls to me upon experiment. _In the
first year I put equal quantities of good
‘camposted manure, reduced 50 per cent.
By composting, and which ought to have
contained double the fertilizing proper-
tios of that whicli was not so composted ;
but, upon applying 20 loads of manure,
‘mérély thrown up to gt into better mix-
ing drder, 1 found that an cqual quantity
of this manure taken from the yard pro.
duce n betler crop of turnips than that
which bad been composted.  In one case
I was manuring with haif the quentity
that 1 was applying in the other. We
all know very well that any new modes
of apphication in farming are always re-
ceived with doubt. Now I mentioned
this matter at our parish meeting, and at
our little convivial meetings, and I found
that it was gencrally disbelieved. I in.
vited a niumber of gentlemen to come to
iny House and judgo for themselves, some
-of them saying it might be beneficial to
turnips.  Well, a party came, and tho
Jesult was, that thoy ivero quite satisficd
h.nt:~ the succeeding crop was better with
lqng manuro thin with composted. At
my farin I have not to remove a load of
manure.,  T'still retain it in the yard, and
s_,l‘l_n.ll do 50 until I requirc it for the tur-
mps. 1am row feeding on green {ood,
‘and’ the maiure is malting 1 o tenfold
degree as compared with winter. whn
we fed with turnips; all the droppings

regaid the subject, namely, the practical .

are fetaited upon it, and it is highly bes)|
nefited thereby. The main abject is,
just to keep 1t moist enough..tosprevent
its getting into that dry state which Mr.
Mcchi advocates, as ailuded to by Mr.
Johnson, T do not niention it to that:)
gontléman’s prejudice, for he lias mani.
fested talents nnd energics which would
be exhibited-by very few emerging as he
bas from tho shop. ~ I have great.respect
for him; he hns certainly directed his
energies very beneficinlly ; ‘but, at the
same time, upon the point of keeping ma-
nures in a dry state, I must beg to differ
from him. When so kept, all tho most
beneficial parts pass offin gas, Lalways
found that to be the casc with. the lumps
if carted out in a dry state; there is, in
fact, very little good in it as compared
with manure in a moist state. Asfaras
I can form ap opinion, with my little
scientific knowledge, I attribute it to this
—that tho ammonia is not so likely to
bo volatilized when fastened down as
when it géts into a state of fermentation,
Immedintely upon manure getting into a
slate of fermentation decomposition goes
on rapidly, and the ammonia fast passes
off. But if you can keep.itir a consis:
tent state, you will lose none of those
parts which would othérwise fly off in
formentation.or in a volatile form. Be.
fore using manure for turnips, I throw it
up in heaps in the farm yard, and these
heaps soon enter into an active state of
fermentation 3 and my wain object is to
cover it over as-quickly as possible after
removing it. In that way I do practi.
cally what Mr. Johnson has pointed out
to you scientifically. The covering it
aover is of very great importance, for the
cyes and the nose tell you that the gas
is passing off very rapidly, and the soon.
cr you fix it the better. You all know

‘practically that it is very inconvenicent

Yor manure to remain: in the frrm yard
in a solid state. The question then is,
what is the best mode of applying it to
the crops? My opinion is, that it is bet-
ter to cart it out, not in teo dry nor oo
wet, but in a medium state, and to cover
it closcly over with carth; immediately
upon being deposited it should be turned
over and covered completely with the
soil. Another mcthod is to turn it out
upon the land, drive the cart aver it, in
order to consolidate it with the soil; and
then stir it dver,.in order (o get itintoan
active slate of fermentation. ‘T'his isa
simple process of applying manure to the
land: and il was the best we could adopt
under the circumstances. For iny own
rart I am quite satisfied that the system

.of.ntnking manure undér caver will nevep
ansiver. 1 happen to ho jntimate wit

tho person who tnanages the farm nilye
ded to by Mr. Johnson, where u spucious
yacd jgall covered in, and I know that
.invgpring-and swmmer there is loo"’m‘gél;:
dryness; the munure does not get into a
staté of fermentation, nor remain in that
consistent state which is necessary fo
preserve the gases. 1 think it is quite
unnecessary to have any buildings in
which to make manure; it can be made
in thé best possible condition without
them. I had an opportunity of inspects
ing Mec. Cline's farm yard, and ¥ could
sec the liquid manure coming down and
running off very copiopsly. I joked him
upon it; and his reply was, “ We havée
got so much wo .cannot help it.” I do
not approve of manure tanks; if you
convey the water from the buildings by
troughs, or by under ground draining,
there will be no necessity for mamire
tanks, although I have one or two niy.
selfs we have carted out..the liquid ma;
nure upon the grass und arable land, but
never found in the régg at it ‘wis
worth carting out. E bk, Howcver,
that the. fact ig to he: altributed to fhiig,
that-we do not sufficiantly prepare it pre-
viously to carting t out. It appdars
that in the Belgian system of ofarming
they usc a good deal of " liquid_ manure’;.
but the aninnl freces are collected, <and
put into the tank in the cotner of tho.
field, covered up, and kept for,many
months until in anactive state of ferman-
tation and the ammonia is perfectly form.
ed ; o large quantity of rape cpke is also
broken up, and put in as p mixture with
it. Now, it appears evident to me, tliat
we do not keep the liqeid anurc Jong
enough to get inloa state of fermentation,
or, if I may usc the term, long engugh
for the ammeoenia {o become formed 3 if
we did this, it might possess very supe-
rior fertilizing qualities. ‘This is a sub.
Jject upon which Mr. Johuson has given
us some information.. The application
to the land of the drainings from the
farm yatd does very little good asat pre.
sent applied ; but as the Belgian fatmers
apply this liquid, it appears fobe very
beneficial. Mr. Johnson is of opinidn
that manure is wasted by bécing put to
grass lands in the presént mode; hut
there is something in the practico of ap-
plying manure to grass lands and clover
which I 'kuow, although [ cannot expluin
the reason; opurates very beneficieily 5
and at times when we suppose it would
ba of l¢ast benefit to the‘crops, it will; in

the rcsult, give the greatest. Clover



