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establish or to tolerate st. We would, therefore, as citizens of Canada, unite
with all in the country who liolil the Voluntary Principle in religron, and
pledge our word 10 give our civil tulers no rezt while there 13 a vestige of
Statc-Churchism remaining in the land,

We have nasuredly abundant esudence i the Instory of State-Churchism,
that, in every nauan where 1t has got g legal settlement, it hae ever bern
the great enensy of civil and religious hbeety,—the primary caute of all
seligious persecutions,—the grea® bstacle in the way of national isprove-
ments and the progress of the gospel,—the coneccrator of corrupt govern-
ments, and the legatized stronghold of supezention, tyranny and oppreasion,
{las not State-Churchism divided the peaple of Canada nto Churehinien
and Dissenters, and thus legalized the vile calumny that we Biesenteta
dissent from the Chuich of Cheist?  Has not State-Chutehism been for
very many years the most vexauous question with which the poluicians
and Governors of vur covntry have had 1o dv ] Was not Staze-Churchism
the primary cause of the troubles which, in 1837, arose in the country 1
13 not State-Churc! 1ill the leading topic of excitement at every elece
tion of Members of anent T And could eny true patnot, who halily
the Voluntary prnciple m religion, wish State-Chuicliusm to be other, so
long as 1t exists, than a great vexation ta our politicians aad rlers in the
government of the country 1 Verily, fie could not* and we, as citizens,
nte firmly resolved, by agutation and petitions to the Legelature, to make
1t more and more vexatous to our sulera, until the country’s property ta
cntirely rescued out of the hands of Heclesastics, and all religious com.
munities are placed on an cqual footing. a8 to their independence of State
support and control; and 1he civil government jtsell be confined in its
Legelative functions and rule to 1ts natueal and proper business—the awil
affana of the country.

We do indeced, as believers in the Scriptures of the O and New Tes-
taments, most i ly, denou: the doctrines of State-Churchism,
that civil ruless are authonized, or warranted by the \Ward of God, to de.
tennine what rehigion theire subjects ehall profese, or to what Church they
shall belong—as the vile spawn of infidelty, aod a gross hbel on the
teaching of the Divine Word, We denounce the assumption of the right,
by civil rulers, even to tok by legal Ji {rom their
State-Churches, ns implying that they are to theic subjects the Judges of
what is error and what 18 trth a rebigion, and that they are at hberty to
legalize the one as well as the other.  \We denounce the assumption ofthe
nght by our owa civil rulers to compel all the different sections of reli-
gionists in the country 1o support any one or more of these sections from the
public propenty of the country, a8 a gross injustice to those who dissent,
ond a viofent interference wath our rebigious consciences.~We also de-
nounce the estabhchment of rchgion by pathameniary statowe, and the
policy of keeping the countiy evermore in a polieal ferment hy sk wop
port of opposing ecclesiastics from ous public fundy, a8 anti-chnstian, un-
wise, impolitic, and injurious.—We maintain that the support of rehgious
ordinances 1, by Divine Statute, the peesonal duty and parucular concern-
meat of vvery individual member of a Relgious community , and there.
fore we denounce it s ungodly and wicked for civil rulers, as sueh, to
interlere in the matter.

But we have heagd it rumored that the present Cabinet Mimstersntend
¢0 bring forward the Clergy Reservesand Rectory quesiions at the ensuing
meeting of Parhament, with a view to their peimanent settlement on
satisfactory basis; and if they shalf bring them before parliament and
propose a setdement of eill\er.or.w, or both of these questione, satisfactory

to the country, they will d great from the
State p d eccl and the ad of things as they aze.
We do, therel as Voluntary Chutct and citizens of Canada, hold

ourselyes bound, in duty 1o God, to onrselves, and to our country, 10 tus-
12)8 them in the contest to the uimost of our power.

We have, however, great doubts as to tuch-being the intention of the
present Ministry, snd therefore we would, brethren, most earnestly urge
you by all the public interests of rehgion,~by your own consistency of
character as holding the Voluntary principle, and by the pezce and pros-
pentyof ylogivey 1 getically to the work of agitation
#nd getting up petitions to Parliament, as numerously signed as possible,
praying that every vestige of State-Churchism may be swept away. The
political hberals who are members of State-pensioned churches can scacely
be expecied to 1ake the front ranks in this great Polico-ecclesiastical
stnfe , but you have every reason ta expect that the most of them will,
at least, back your efforts by signing your petitions. You have no time
to lose in makingpreparations for the approaching contest. Pothament wall
propably meet i June for the despatch of business, consequently, thy
House should be besieged at the commencement of the Session with re
spectfuf but energetic petitions, praying for the re-investment of the
Clergy Reserves and Rectory funds i the Government, for the educztion
of the nsng generauon n Canada.

In conclusion, we would, brethren, conjure you by alt that is ssered
and patriotic,—and by all the interests of civil and religions hberty—
to go at s work of rescmng the country’s property cut of the
hands of ecclesastics; and let our Rulers see and feel that you
possess no small poruon of the spirit and energy of the Old Cove-
nanters and Puritans of Britain,—andthat you will not submit, calmly
apd uacomplainingly, to support from the pubuc funds of the country,
the Chutch of Rume, ot of England, or any other Chuich. * What-
soever thy hand findesh to do, do it wul thy might”

Tt is proposed to hold meetings in the Congregatinns under the Pres-
bytery's inepection, on some week dage, about the beginming of Apnl,
when the above manifesto will be read.

‘The Ministers of the Preshytery of Toronto are tespecilully reminded
that, according to the Law of Synod, the Collection for the Synod and
Presbytecy Funds should be made during the current month.
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Yul. The cecond point for cancularanan e, Tz Pruncarny or THE
Asciene Heatuex, A ding to modern defi Ph hy 18 said
tobe the “ science of reason,” or, the * science of thie fundamental truths
of humau hnowledge” At preecnt, we speak of 3¢ as applied by the ane
cient sages to 2!l their 1vesugations into theology, ethics, mental and
moral plalosophy ; avd the defimtion gwven by Cicero 1, therefore, the
most smtable and comprehensive that swe can takc. He ealled it the
“science of things human and divine.”  ‘The objeets of it were declared
by the Leathen philozophers to be, to in and d ine by teason,
“‘I'ne Trutn,” or the pnmary punciples or causes, and consequences, in
relation to everything,—God, man, nund, matter, the past, present, and
future.  Heathen philosophy was based on the assumption that it was
withun the province of reason to dizclose every truth, and to duect to the
fulfilmient of cvery obligation, Let us sce how 1t realised us boast.

The kind of religion that is conscientiously embraced by a man,
13 a sure index to the character of Ins plulocophy, If the religion
be from heaven, and be held as the guide 10 ot eound knowledge,
then the philosophy will be cstablhished on divine pnnciples; bur, of
the rehgion be of man,~a devotional conglomerate of the hopes,
fancies, and fears of s natwsal mind—then the philosophy will wust
be its reflection M sha arhor hand] € she plulvsopny be of man, and
be held competent to nstitute sehigion, then rehigron must be human ;
buz if the plulosophy be from heaven, then t, 1 fact, becomes a ree
velanon. Here, then, we put ancient heatheniem in a dilemma. Was
the rehgion divine, and dud 1t onginate the philosophy T Then why such
a philozophy that was ¢k ble in us p les, and isfactory m
ns results?  Or, was the plulosophy from heaven, and did it make the
rehgron 1 Then why were not the sages sausfied with their own pro-
duction?  We can argune taus ; thatf the rebigion of the ancient heathen
disected their plulosophy, then as “a clean thing cannot come from an
unclean,” no philosophy could be sound that was derived from a source
1 which there were not the very first principles of truih.  Or, on the op-
pozite, if their philosophy framed their religion, then, from what has been
already shown, it was false in its principles, and degrading in its maxims.
Liis of no importance which view is taken, for we arrive, by either, at
the same conclusion, that a false religion cannot gise a sound philosophy,
nor & sound philosophy give, or admit a false religion. The only system
that will letely agswer our ie, Christi ; foritisa reve-
tauon ; and alike a system of philosophy, and of religion.

Rationalists, those who makKe the'deductions of reason their faith, mage
mloquently represent that reason us almost omnipotent and omniscient for
any purpose 3 and having eaten of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge
of good and cvil, they believe that their eyes are so opened, and their men-
tal vision isso clear, that they can dispense with the light of divine revelas
tion ;—yea, they would even call it darkness. They but illustrate the
fact, that Satan still works successfully with his old device—unbefiefm
which he teaches is 1ot a sin but a virtue, and that by it men *shall be
asgods” Theinfidel will tell us, with an air of self-sufficiency and sope.
niority, that the best book to read is the Book of Nature, for in it are no
superstifons, miracles, mysteries, or threatenings, to stupify, | rplex, or
teinfy, and that we can, in the most pure and entranced devotton,
be *led from Nature, up to Nature's God ;* but we deny the tuth
of the hackneyed assertion, for we never Lave had evidence of the ex-
tauc devouonalism of Natwre's devotecs, we have neser heard of men,
where aature emules the faizest, and its bounties are spread the richest, and
where the « o’ethanging canopy™ is most gorgeously begemmed with




