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T FOR THE CASKET.
EPIS104RY EASE.

The spiritand boputy of epistolary” cot-
position is defined in one short word—
Candor—w hich 18 as mdispeusable o an
easy, agreeuble style, us agility is to
grncoful dancing. Maay persons, ou sid
ting down to address a iriend, have Sach
a high semse of dacoram, that they hob-
ble-along like u moukey in Goots. We
have a prominent wstance, of this class,
$n aa old school fellow, who hed always
been a punctual correspondent.  ‘The
postage on kis lettets has costus enuu}‘;h
20 purs huse ten new friends ; and we -
tend soon to-have them bound ia 3 gilded
quarto, and deposited among the curiosis
ties of Peale’s Museum. Q@a comparing
48 of these epistles, whose dates were
comprised between two bissextiles, we
find such a sameuness, that we caunot par-
don our remissness in wot having abridg-
ed the writar’s labor, Ly throwing the
heads of one into type, and forwurding
him forty or fifly impressions, about as
full asa blank indeuture. The form he-
ginsthus: * Dear Fuead—1 tvke my pen
in haad, to w form you that § enjoy good
henlth, and hope taese lines will find you
Participating the same”—and ends —

My pen is povrs my ink is pal'e ;

My wo: to you shall n-ver fail.”
Excuse the rest. But, L jivs. s the cat
<atches nu mice” —awany with your letter
Hooks, and hackneyed fumulas, We
want the letters of vuc frien. to efford.a
graplic pivture of their temperament and
gircumstasces at the moment of writiag.

About 11 o'cluck, on the {agt night of
St. Andrew's, we popped into the closet
ot ajovial young frieod who had just re-
gurned from the_ S$awt's. festival, and sa
down to answer a family lettgr—~i.e.—zn ]
-epistle n whieh each member of his fa-
ther’s family had addressed” him a few
fines. A sheet which he had just written
over was subautied to vur perusal while
he went on 1o address the whole progeny ,
and we were se amused witis the snatter ]
-and maanner, that aothing shost of aspe-
<imen for our Casket would pacify us, and
¥e consented to the {ollowingestract;

°Dear Parests—{Aad here I must.
Pause while you buth wipe your specs—
tap the.sconce of  Welcume Lafayette,”
and blend a pinch of Riel’s best with your
oifactory inspirations-=—and then g0 on)—
i sh'aﬂ first proceed to answer mother's
tetter, a8 well as may be.  You complain
that* a long time has elapsed without en.
abling you to hear wheil-er 1 were dead
or alive.” Well, fond Modther, T can give
yon a reason for not hearing from me,

{ ual : aad she happened to have onco

which will not'be doubted, and thasis

of mether's favorite dishes, which g

explain the feelings of parents, * &e. Well,
{rolled thison my tongue «ith ax much
uneusiness as our district pedugogue, Mas-
gr R—-s0n, did the hot potatoe, LOUZH
1t did not burn much. * Experience!” I
reiterated-~* Experience l—1i0, by allthe
stars of my horoscopo; it will be along
sime before | experience this.”” So you
see 1 could not get the losson in this way.
Just then it occurred{o me, {being seclus
ded in a private aparimont,) thatd might
come at a parent’s feelings by the force of
Imagination. Sol drawed my phiz into
asorey, longthened expression, gave my
legs aa aie of rigidity, and tottered away
to aa old elbow chuic standing in a dark
corner of the room, wherel gravely re.
clined, fancying myselfa liitle younger
than Methuselah, with about as many de-
sceadants as Adam, and these scattered
here, there, and every where, * oa the
the world's wide stag».” 4 imagined my-
self seated by the side of iny Eve, a blind,
toothless nld woman, who was bitterly
deplaring the unknown fate of a sort of
faithless son, who was somewhere, and
would nut wiite te us. But =what finally
spoiled the grcture, was that we had a nuf
merous postetity of graad-children, t
whom my old wife was padiculary pa

these in chacge whep we sat dowa. An
Just aswe were discassing the furlunes
this son and that sen, and sach sad suc
« daughter—the squulling bantling wh
was lying in the same old c1adle that ha
been continually ror'.ing spmething fd
mnre than forty years—yeos; which b
rocked so wmuch, that the wery approad
of a ¢hild would put it in a meotion wh
uutlung but wrenchingthe babe from b
L b s canepy could stop—the paits
lude urciin anvke at thie instant, wi
such ana«yingcries, that Iasprong invo
untanly {rom the old chaijr, at the sam|
ume esclaiming—* Experience' Experi
euce!—I want nu such experience asthis
3o afier all, I faild to aympathige in yoij
teelings esthier by esperience orimaging
tiun. You say, ¢ when I get your lett
poor as it Is, I mua say to myself, i
is from mother, and § must answer
saon.’"  Well, after reading it severy
times over, says | to wmyself, ** this is fro}
mother, and I must answer it sson—t}{
from mother, and | must answer it soon
And I repeated'the sentence so oftan, thi
like the old cradle, my tongus ucquiredf
kind of instisctive moti »n; and it migf
probably bave continued therepetition (]
¥ should have returned ¢o-0ld G——vill§
andanswered yaur jeiter verbally, BE
at 8 sumptuous dinner, this evening,
‘whence 1 am Just returned, I met with-a

n BTN :
bitity of procrastinating any longer. And
now, indulgent Pareuts, stop a littls for
brealh,” and calculdtetific double postage
"you pay for such nonecnse.’

WUIOBLLALIT

“Various that the mind of desultory wnan,

Studivus of chaaze and pleas’d with novelty,

May be indniged.”

ANECDOTE OF GAanBLING.~Tho’
I neverin my life won or Jost five
pounds at play, I was a frequent
visitor at Frascau. I went asa
looker-on, and, to confess thetrutl,
for the purpose of indulging in the
excitement occasioned by watching
the various changes of the game,
and their effects upon those who
were more seriously interested in
them. Toamere observer this ex-
citement is intense: to the player,
deeply involved, it must be fearful,
Tremember 2 very old gentlenan
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