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guests. Sometimes the man who makes
t"te fcast goes out himself on this service.
This is of course humibling himself and
honouring his gucsts. Sometimes a gue st
wishing to st'and upon his dignity and show
his imnportanc2, wi]1 flot corne when first
called. If a ma.- of importance, the others
are kept waiting, and hie is called a second
time. A knowledge of this custom im-
presses one with the minute accuracy of
the language of the parable.-J. MOlRON.

'United Presbyterian Church.

The ;tnd for agcd and infirma ministers
aiounts to £23,ooo. The juIy RECORD
has an important e>xpanation with regard
to the relation of the Chiurch with the
Colonies :-Our Church expends £338,-
ooo on Christian wvork. The £38,000 go
beyond the three kingdoms. The ,3o0.
ooo are expended at our own doors. Let
us do more at home, but flot by himiting
or grudging c.ur foreign outiay. Whcn
the M aster calis us to do sometbing for
our fellow countrymen abroad, let our bis-
tory assure us that we as well as they will
be the gainers. So it has been in ail our
previous exl)ericnce as a missionary
Church. During the last twenty-eight
years we aclced Calabar to Canada and
the WVest Indies, and Caffreland to Cala-
bar, and India to Caffreland, and China to
India, and Spain to China, and japafi to
Spain. Our fonds have neyer drooped in
sympathy ivith the drooping hopes of
friends, who were afraid of ovcr-doing, and
who could neyer se whience the funds
could corne. The flood did not need to
rise before its time (and is less likely to do
so if every one is in despair about its ris-
inr) ; nevertheless, the generous tide bas
always hitherto comne in to float one new
undertaking aftcr another; and so, amid
ail fluctuations of incorne and expenditure,
our Foreign isision bas neyer yet been
stranded in the shallows. The present
proposai is flot to inistitute a new mission,
for, though without a fixed system, our
Church has nevt.r ignored the dlaims of
the colonial field. Our first missionw~as
purely colonial, and it illustratcd the eco-
nomical nature of colonial evangelization.
For years previous* to its union with the
large Presbyterian Churcb of Canada, our
Canadian Sy-nod was self-supporting, and
now it bas home and forciga missions of
its own. Such will be the course of Chris-
tian developmcnt in ail otir colonies. The
method wivbi it is, proposed to follow in
.zegard to fonids for this department of ex-
penditure, %vill give individual donor3 ýthe

opportunity of apportioning their gifts
according to their own sense of the strength
of colonial dlaims. In the followingpiinute
of the Mission Board is embodied the pro.
position which was submittcd to the
Sy.od :-

' The ('ommittee ag7eed, i,: reference to thte
dlaims of the £Dnflish-spaaking- colonies, to
brznpý, the malter uizder t/te attention of thte
Synod and the C/turch, -zthl the view of
obtaîning ini tte first place, by means of an
annuat collection, a separate fund for the
promotion of Chiristian wvork ini thte said
colonies, in: accordrnce with the instructions
of .Synod repeatediy given duering recent
years.'

We ci. - ,aur Report b), simply statingthe
dec;.Iion of the Synod, w/tic/t, wze dout fot,
will gain t/te end coiztem-ýplated in the pro-
posai of t/he Mi--- on Board:-

«T/te Synod, inistead of aplpointing me.,zi-
whte an annual collection, aut/torized thte
Foreiçn Comzittee Io receiie indivaidual sub-
scr:ptions, and bo devote t/ten 10 t/te objec1
extounded in t/te Precedingparagrath.'

FREE CHURCHi. -The followîng is a
sumimary of the Free Church income for
the past year:

Sustentation Fond .... £149,241
Building Fund........... 52,469
Congregational........... 153,692
Missions and Education. 82,032
Miscellaneous............ 73,650

In aIl.......... £511,084
It was reported at the saine time that

the sums invested on behalf of the Frte
Church arnounited to £330,435.

Now that the Sustentation Fond is to
be under special consideration in our own
Syniod, we subjoin the following :-Dr.
Buchanan stated that the whole amount
raised during the year wvas £152,1 12
being an increase over last year of
£15,789; that the Church in consequence
would be able, not only to pay the equal
dividend of LîSo to aIl ministers entitled
to it, but to give an addition of £'32 and
£16 to those whose congregations iwere
giving at the rate of aos. and 7s. 6d. res-
pectively. The venerable Convener
seemned greatly gratifieci by the success
wbich had followed bis endeavours to
secure a better support for the miriistry,
and, amid loud and prolonged applause,
hie concluded bis speech as follows :
IlThe liberality of wbicb last year bas
given us so striking an example, in the
case flot only of the Sustentation Fond,
but of aIl the funds of the Churcb, seenis
conclusively to show that God bas been

givi* to our people te fndamental
requisite of a Ilwilling mind.'S? ubi
this the case, tbat onie feels as we had got
back again into the loving and large-
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