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Value of Wood Ashes for Manure.

AT this season of the year, when the increased con-
<umption of wood for fucl has commenced, it may
not bo out of place to remind our farmers of the
value of wood ashes as a manure. We say remind,”
for scarcely any farm: r needs to be informed of ihie
fact, which has heen fepeatedly poticed in viery
agricultural publication, and which Lis own obser-
vation must have verified. He can hardly fuls to
hare been struch with the romarhably laxarian
growth of grass or grain on thuse sputs where a log-
heap or brush hagbeenburned. And in his Kitchen
garden, he has, no doubt, scen ciidences of the
value of this fertilizer in the increased productive-
ness of those portions of the ground on which, per-
haps only for the convenience of getting rid of
refuse, wood ashes have been scattered.

To retain ull their virtye, itis highly important
that ashes should he kept Iry ; for water will dis-
solve out a large proportion of the most valuable
salts, yet even leached ashes need not be. threvin
away, as of no account: for, though far inferior in
fertilizing qualitics to unleached ashes, they are by
no means useless. One very important result of the
cmployment of this manure in the grow th of cereals is
the increased streugth and luxuriance of straw there-
by promoted—aresult due to the presence of silicates
on which so much of the stiffacss of the sfraw depends.
Other ingredients, essential to both straw and grain
are furnished by this important fértilizer. Ashes
are valuable also for promoting the growth of grass ,
and Professor Leibig recommends sowing them broad-
cast on meadows, to increase the quantity of hay.

In referenco to the utility of this much-neglected
aid to the farmer, a writer in the Counlry Gentleman
says :—‘*Zeveral salts ara necessary fur a full grow(h
and maturity of a wheat crop. In using the super-
phosphate of lime, the farmer nses but one of (he
salts necedzary for the perfection of a wheat crop.
But in the usce of ashes the farmer applies to Lis land,
besides the several salts of potash, more or less of
several other salts, no less valuable, according to
thoe kind of timber from which the ashes were pro-
duced. Ashes from the beech contain nearly 20 per
cent. of thesalts of phosphoric acid. \ccording to the
analysis of De Saussure, one hundred pounds of ashes
would be sufficient for the production of 3,520 pounds
of atraw. Buat, besides the other salls of potush, the
aslies cither furnish, ready preparved, or produce
after being put upon the land, a good supply of the
silicate of potash, a salt as necessary as any other
salt of potash, or cven as auy salt of phosphoric
acid. But (he ashes, iesides furnishing several im
portant salts, may perform another office in tho
cconomy of agriculture, no less imporiant. In the

preparation of compost, they may be used as a ~ol
-vent, to convert into important manures many other
things useless without being dissolved. And this.
tou, witkout dest. 03 ing any of their efficacy as salts.
They give compactness to light sandy soils, and ren-
der heavy clay goils light and friable. They seive,
tuu, tu newtralize shatever superabumdance of aculs
there may be in any soil.” .

W carnestly recommend the farmer carefully to
save fur use in the spring all the ashes he can coliect
fion. the home consumption of fuel during the winter,
aud, where he has opportunity, to procure from
vilice svurces a supply, leached or unleached, of
this valuable fertilizer.  If peuple haew from eaperi-
cuee the wusth of this simple manure, thero would
by no ashes wasted, neitber would there be any to
sell, except by thuze who have nv soils to improve,
or no ¢rops to raise.

Top-dressing Grass Lands,

It was justly considered the height of unreasoun-
ableness and exactingness in ancient days, that an
oppressed people were compelled to make brick
without straw. While the necessary material was
withheld, the full tale of product was expected and
demanded. Something not unliko this injustice is to he
seen in the treatment to whieh meadows are frequent-
ly su™jected by their owners. They are mowed year
after year, aud if they do not maintain the poiut of
productivencss they reached at first, complaint is
made as if some grievous wruay had been dune the
proprietor. Now repeated mowings are very ea-
hausting, and unless manure s applied in the shape
of top-dressing, it i3 unreasvnable tu eapect that
meadows will maintain theic fertility.  We should
like to hnow huw many Canadian farmers civer thinh
of top-dressing their grass lands.  We are persuaded
their number is but small. 1115 the subject of wide
complaint that meaduns in this country are svon ca
hausted, and do nat Lold vul wa they do in Britain.
One reason fur this is the pia. tice of repeated mow
ing without manuring. We knuw sceveral intelligens
agriculturists on this coutinunt who maintain that
there i3 no nooessity whatever fur breshing up
sward land, and deciaae as the result of actual trial,
that if a meadow bo vuly treated to liberal doses ol
manure, it will continue to yield heavy cuttings of hay
year afler year.  The liquid droppings of horses and
cattle should be carefully collected for this purpose.
Liguil wanure is the very best applicatiun thay can
bie made for the purpose of heeping up the fertility
of grass land. In the vicinity of Edinburgh, Scotland,
meadows have been made to produce six of seven
crops of grass annually by a plentifal application of
liquid top-dressing, obtained from tho clty sewerage.
The description of grass which furnishes these abun-
dant crops of soiling is generally Italian Rye Grass,
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aapus ies which grows very tall and produces fodder
very much relished by horses and cattle. Erery
farmer shuuld Lave a liguid manure tank, into which
the wtine ot stolk shuald be convesed by a drain-
pipe from the "stable, byre, and hog pene. This
should be apphied to the land with a wateripg, cart
conntuclud espreiiaily tog the parpose of distributing
it evenly over the field.

Inswead of the hyuid manute being distributed hy.
means of & walcring cart, it may be used first to sat-
uraic much or compost, which is afterwards put on
the land in (he shape ot wp-diessing.  Its effects are
wore lasting when thus applicd than when it is con-
seyed to the lamd as a liguid. We have no Joubt
that a great deal of valuable meadow land s deterio-
rabing for want of 4 mure yust and cummon-sense
mode of treatment. Top-dressings of hiquid or solid
manure, bone dust, guano, ashes, &¢., will be found
ot immense Lenefit applied to such lands. The fall
of the year is a good time to make such applications.
The late antumn and carly spring rains wash the
fertilizing material into the ground, so that the fol-
lowing year a very pereeptible improvement may be
confidently expecied, as the result of the course
recomnended in this asdele.

Familiar Talks on AEricultural Principles.

}WTATIUN OF CROPS.

LussiDRRaTIuNs of profit or convenienco alone t
often determine the question what crops are to be
put 1nto & given piece of land. Sometimes mere im-
pulse is acted on. Butthere is no snbject conneeted
with practical farm-work that more necds to be set-
tied sccording to fixed and well-knowa principles of
agricultural science.  There need be no difficulty in
determining to what usea particular ficld oughbt tobe
devoted.  The question what product is it most fit
for, will readily settle the mattor.

Ifevery field on & farm could be treated each year
1 a iberal dressing of barn-yard manure ; impulse,
aceulgnt, profie or consentence might decide the use
10 winch it should be put, without any very scrious
detriment.  But vnly o smati part of & farm at a time
can be well manared.  The crop that is first putin
afier land is dunged, takes up certain kinds of plant
foud. Iithe sameor asumlar crop bo putin next
year, more of thesame hind of plantfood is abstract-
ed, and this comrse cannot be long pursued without
rendening the land utterly aincapable of yielding that
parucularcrop.  Butif after the irst crop, that suc-
ceeds & hiberal manuring, a crop of a totally different
kiod be cultivated, other descriptions of plant food
are drawn upon, and the dram upon the soil is less
severe.  The fundamental factin regard to arolation
of crops is, that no two plonts of different kinds, re-
quire the same substances in equal proportion for
their nourishment. A field which will not yield s
second good crop of wheat, may, without another




