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*
Byrasses anil @]}'arngc Jlants.

The Meadow Fescne—Testuca Pratensis.

The moadow Foscue, Festuca Pralensis, isa grass thatis
highly thought of in England, and that always forms an
important one of the many varieties there used for sceding.
Wo are not aware that it is over sown on this continent,
but it is indigenous here, and is found in almost every
pasture and meadow. Stock, especially sheep, aro fond of
this grass, and it has excellent nutritivo qualitics. Chemi-
eal analysis places its constituents at :—Water, 74.8;
albuminous mattor, 24 ; fat, 0.8 ; heat-forming principles,
10.2; woody fibre, 10.1; and ash, 1.7. It grows about
two to threo and a half foot high; the loaves are broad, flat
and rough on thoe under surface, and about a foot long;
the root is perennial and fibrous,

It succeods best in low-lying moist ground, though it
is often found on high lands. It flowers in June, and
conscquontly has lost somo of its valuo for hay, when it is
left till tho timothy is ripe, Its sceds weigh about fourteen
pounds to tho bushoel.

Its comparative value will be scen at a glance by the
following table from the famous \Woburn experime:ta.
Mr. George Sinclair exumined 1,950 grains of the leaves of
each of the following grasses gathered in tho early part of
April, and found them to contain:

Gralns of Nutritive Matter.

Tall 02 Grass.vuee converrnnnee coveencrnensoransanns
Darmei-iiko Fescuo. v ssanas,
Shoep's Fescuo. ..
Burnet...... . .
Mmdow Foxtail,
Mwdorw Fescus.,
Tall Fescuo ...
Creeping Foscue,
LAUcerDe. canvsvivee senee
Crested Dogstall ... ....
Smooth Brown Grass. .. .
Timothy or Meadow Catstail
Bruad-leaved Clover .. ..
White or Dutch Clover.. .
Sweet-Scented Vernal Gras:
Crooplng Beut or Florin «ovuvees
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Timothy Meadows--When to Mow Them.

Timothy, all will agree, is the prince of artificial grasses
for hays. An examiuation of the plant and a comparison
with other grasses, will show tha critical observer that it
is tho only grass that has a bulb. ‘F'his will be found just
whero it springs from the 'woil into the atmosphere. In
this respect timothy may bo called a *“ cousin German® to
anonion. Bolow the soil and partly above it, are found
the delicato rootlets branching out in all directions, to seek
sustenance for the plant from the nutritious eloments ih
mother earth. When a timothy seed is sown and ger-
minates, it first appears as fine as a cambric needle. In
its growth and progress to maturity, it continues & single
spire, forming first its joints, and along with each joint
its long, pendant leaves, and then its head, and next its
variegated bloom, and finally its secl. When the seed
have bocome thoroughly ripe, an examination of the plang
at the surfaco of the earth will show that the bulb hzs be-
como formed, and is mature, kosping pace inits growth
and progress to maturity oven with taat of the head and
sced, thus following the law of nature in the exceution of
her grand purpose of reproduction, in the perfest and
complote execution of which, all that is dono is essential,
for naturo does nothing in vain,

It has boen stated that this plant may bo called “a
coudin German” to the onion. What is the object of the
gardener in cultivating the onion? Itisto get the bulb
aslarge as he can, and then praserve it as fool for man;
wot for instant usc, but for consumption in the future.
For this end ho doos not permit the plant to fulfil entirely
tho law of its nature and become maturod ; nor does the
grower of oranges, or lomons, or apples, pormit them to
attatn thorough ripeness, but he plucks them when they
have attained their full sizo and before perfect matarity,
because when that is attained, decay, in accordance with
tho law of nature, next ensucs, a9 the means of reprodue-
tion. And the gardencr, when he finds the seed forming
on the head of his onion plant, breaks the stock, in order
to check the operation of tho law of nature in the progress
of the plant to maturity, and to prevent the bulb of the
onion from ripening, as it would speadily do if full play
wero allowed to every forco and clement that nature has

provided to tho plant. If the onion plant bo left unlis.
turbed in its growth, wo know ita reproductive powor is
not confincd ta tho sced or * buttons” that are found in
the head, but tho bulb sends forth sprouts all around its
circamferenco, which each in its turn becomes a new plant.
So also with tho timothy plant; if ithe loit to attain
thorough maturity without molestation by man or beast,
its bulbs will send forth sprouts, and these will form the
** aftermath,” to mako the crop in th~ next season.

After tho plant has attained this complete maturity, the
Jrass may ho out and saved without injury to the repro-
ductive power of tho bulbs, A practical tost of this state
18 found in the tondency of the head to ““shatter,” or lase
its sco.l; anothor in the hardness of tho sced. If tho hay
bo cut bofore tho perfoct maturity of the plant, that 1s
done for it which the gardener doos for the onion, gud the
roproductive powoer of tho bulb is propnrtionately dimin-
ished, although, if cut at any time after it has blossome 1,
its roproductive power will not bo ent roly deatroyed. An
oxamination during the suoccecding Autamn of plants cut

at difforent stages botween the bloom and entiro ripeness,
will show in the early cat plants two, three, or four shoais
springing from its bulb, and six, ¢ight, ten, or twalve
sometimes from the thoroughly ripencd bulb, What nf
difference in the yiold of the noxt year's crop! The con. !

The Moadow Feszue

¢clusion 18, that in order to preserve and keap for a succes-
sion of years a timothy meadow in full yield, the grass
shoald not be harvested until the plant is perfectly ripe
In conversing upon this matter with my noighbours, I am
told by thom that it is their practico to lot the soed get
ripe and shatter the first harvest after sooding tho mea-
dows, but after that, as the land has become sufficiently
scoded by the shattoring, thoy cut the hay early. ‘This
practice is good so faras it goos, but the reasoning, 1t 1s
submitted, 13 unsound. ' ho shattered seed may awd m
supplying spaces of som. snze where there was no ** take”
from the original seeding, but if fresh seed be sowed at or
after harvest, amid the yearling plants, the strength ot
the latter will smother the new spires, even if they sprout,
and wiil prevent them {rom growing. Experience proves
this; and it is not perceived why the shattered seed
should do better than that fresh sowed or resowed.

The better theo: y is that the second year's crop, which
my neighbours say will be increaseld by a late reaping of
tiie first crop, is attributable to the great number of
sprc:  pringing from the thoroughly matured bulbs-—-so
matured by not being molested t:1l tio first reproductive
power of the bulb is attained. No danger need be appre.
hended of the grass becoming too thick from the offshoots
from the bulbs. If tho land be taken to the exclusion of
all other growth, whether geod or vile, so much the better.
Nomore can grow than the fertility of the soil adumits.
Another canclusion is that a timotiy meadow grazed by
stock, wherchy the plants are never permitted to attawm
maturity, must in a few years *‘rnu out,” anl other

The experience of every grazier will accord with and sus.
tain this proposition,

It is maintamel by many (indcnd, tho opinion is very
general) that casly-cut tunotay hiay is much moro valuablo
than that cut at maturity.  Aveudent supplied the writer
with tae followng test ¢ A portion of a lot noar the dwell
ing was mowed when the timothy was in bloom. The key
was cured and stackel. The exigencies of farm work
preventod the mawing of the other pait of the lot uatil
the hay was so npe that tlhe manager thought it was
only * waoly tibre,” enlalvised turnmg the stock upon
it. Ttus would have leit the It as unsightly asabkall-
shavel face, and it was ordered to be mowed and the hey
“taciad with the other.  Nu rawn fell upon either mnowing.
In tue followinyg winter, during a severe snow.storm, all
the yearlings and two-ycar-olds wero given admuttarce
to this stack-yard, where, contrary to all expectat on,
t.cy wera found to fecd upon the stacks of the mature
“woody fibre,” and to leave comparatively untouckel
the swret-scented bright hay cut when m bioom.  * Cne
swallow docs nut make a swnmern” It is hoped tlit
O%usi tarn e wul sunju-t tins poat to a tomk,

Tne wr.ter, for intormaton tean practical men §i tor-
osted to arrive 13 a4 suautl jil ment, mqured of a hvery
stable keaper w a eity, whet aa he preforred the ey ¢
tae Lute ¢cut tunothy hay.  His seply was chitocter stic,
viz: “Itadepen 8 on what 1 want it for.”  Uf course, i5
was_stated tor cmsumption of horses in your stulle.
“\Well,” eaid he, **fur hurses that | Lave to keep in tne
order—my b g horses cnd my hack horses-~1 j refer
tise ripe, late eut hay. It s wore nutrittons and they ezt
it more heartily.  But fur the na s of trensient custome:s
tat putup for the day only, I Luy the early ent It
tooks better than the other nud gives satisfaition to these
that exanine 1t, and lens of 1t s comsumed.” e took me
into Ins stable anl s'.oned me how he managed it. Tlo
boardm g horses and his roadsters were kept m the Lack
part, aud over that end he stowed away throwgh a door m
the loft their hay, amd over tie frout where the tr dsicut
Cstom rd were acconodated he stowed the Lrijht sweet-
scentod early cut hays.

‘These considerations have bronght my mind to tlic ¢ n-
clusion that the preservation of ta timotuy mealow aud
the quahty vt the bay should induce farmers to forbe r
o harvest timothy watil 1t has beeome thoronglly ripe. I
know the contrury apinion and practice prevals, and al-
tiough fully appreciing the proposition that wiat is gen-
crally done by persong enzazed o Lusiness is apt to be
right, beeause 1t 15 usually the vosult of the enerience of
those capable of forping a seund judgment, yet 1 submit
these views for the consideration of agrienlturalisty.—Cor,
Nae York Tribune,

We faney that fow farmers will be feund to assent totke
itoas above laud down. Comnrn sense would indicate
that, in cutting grass for hay. it: ould be cut at tle time
when there is most nutrument in the stalk, and not wlen
the nutritious principles bave gathered in the sceds and
loft tho stalk woody and comparatively worthless.  Tle
sorrespondent cites the usages of livery-stal le keepers as
wuthoritative on the question. We always thought that
the reason thuse gentlomen prefered ripe hay to that cut in
a green state was, not boeause they thought ripe hay more
nut:itious, but hecaunse 1t is amve £illing and beeause theio
is nothing in it to tempt the horse tocat largely and tkere-
Ly dimuash the protits.

Tne Pricrey CoMrrev.—Smce our last issue, we have
seen in the Londen Farmer a correspondenco about the
Prickly Comirey. That journal pubhshes the following,
m reply to a Dritish Columbian enguirer, from K.
Elwards, Durbage Hall, Hinckley. Letcestershire, the
authority on the plant :=-** A stiff «lay or soil suituble to
cabbage tribe snits Comfrey hest. A sandy light solis
not nearly so suitable, althongh it will grow well in any
soil. I believet 1s raiseil frony seed ocenstonally, although
root cuts are far better.  The plant docs not require stor-
i1z for the winter  No_doubt the rovts conld be dug wp
avl storel, if so desired, and plauted again in the spring.
I'ae leaves only are used, and i x green state. [ tricd fo
propagate from socds a few vears ago, but they failed to
geoninate,”

Luceryr.—Mr. Simmers hag, at his residence at York.
ville. a pateh of Lacernie, about half an acie, sceded last
fall, which has been cut tw.ce this year—once ot the end
of May, and again about the 8th July. Each cutting gave
a large ¢uantity of good feed, the Lucerne avergin
about twa feet lugh., e has also some Lucerne xeede
this spring whinchas alinost ready to zut; and a pateh of
Lucerne and Hungavian which is in a thriving condition,
It was sown broadeast in all cases,  In England, and, we
hel.eve, i Califoriug; it e usually sawn in Arills, aud kept
clean by cultivation. Former attempts to grow Lucerne
round "Toru to hiave heen uusuc«-cssfu&, hut as it steceeds,
with care, in New York axd Mickigan, we see no 1eusoa

grasses or weods supply the placo of tho timotby plant.

why we caunot grow it



