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“Bush” and “Clearing."

—

Ax esteemed correspondent sends us the following
communication :

Thero i3 an epoch in the caveer of nearly every
Canadian farmer, where almost insuperablo difficul-
tics arise, whera debt aud trouble begin, and dis-
content fastens itself in the family, and which oftener
causes the dispersion of the sons, and the Joss of the
property, than any other epoch which bappens in the
man’s life. It is when he has cleared up all his best
Jaud, and befoere be has got tho ground free of stumps,
when bush-farming ends, and good scientitlc farming
cannot begin for want of room.

The averago of the best lands in Canada do not
contain more than sixts per cent.of high, dry, whole-
some land, such as is sure to bring a good crop of
whent on a newly chopped fallow, without draining
or other expense. Of course some farms are all good,
but this is rare ; second-rate farms do not contain
more than forty to fifty per cent. of such land, and
third-rate farms not so much.  The rest of the
furm is cither low and flat, or piny or hemlocky, or
something clse. It is land that eventually will make
good meadow, but is by no weans certain toproduce
a good crop of wheatthe first yearafter clearing itup.
Solong as the settler can clear up ten acres cach year
of goed dry land, and get a good crop of wheat as
the dirst crop, so long is he prospercus. If his means
admit of hislaying the land down to clover with the
first crop of wheat, so as to form a good covering
that will keep down thistles and all kinds of rubbish,
his land is improving for five or six ycars,and when
the small stumps are rotten and he can plough close
round the large ones, hocan then depend on his
sccond crop of wheat; but supposing him to bo so
situated that he cannot clear tho proper quantity of
new land each year, and is obliged to sow a second
crop of wheat or other grain immediately following
tho first crop, then his troubles commence; ho gets
some crop, it is true, but more thistles and weeds,
and lays the foundation of fature trouble heyond
calculation. Many a farmer on & third or fourth rate
farm goes on in this way (particuarly if be bas only
fifty acres of land), until he actually furms himself
out of house and home; and if he does not lose the
land, it is only because it is so uninviting to others,
that no ono envics him the occupancy of it. There
are two cures for this-evil; the first is that all the
family who can work out for hire should do so, and
their carnings go towards the general fund; and this
oftener happens than pcople in the upper walks of
Iife would belicve; the second and morereliable cure
is ““ more forestland.” Well,the reader will naturally
think, how can this be? The man is already ruined
by clearing land, hiow should he improve his circam-
slances by continuing the same course? The follow-
ing cage will show—John Horsey, {the name is not
real, though the fact is) took up one hundred acres of
third-rate land in Amaranth, it turaed out to bea very
frosty place, and although good land, was low and
very mucky in places; the consequence was, no falt
wheat, aud spriog wheat frozen year after year with
summer frosts. Ho had a pretty good stock on the
farm; but bo had nine children; he could keep his
family with difficulty, but pay he could not.  After
ten years, he found himself with fortyfive acres
clearcd; his Jand unpaid for, and a heavy store bill.
What could he do? Crops were a comparative
failure, stock grew and increased and just kept him
going, but the loss of his farm was imminent, and
ruin stared him in {ko face. Fortunately for him,
the Township has a very bad name for new settlers,
and the lot just across the road was vacant,and wild.
lorscy is a Yorkshireman, snd slow, but with a
good deal of the traditionary koenness of the York-
shiremaa about him. The owner of the wild lot had

a cleared farm of his own, was tired of paying taxes,
and only wanted the wild land for his boys as they
should grow up. Horsey offered to clear up tho
farm, build a barn, and pay taxes, for the free occu-
pancy of the place for eleven years; and the owner
thinking that a cleared farm for his boys would do
better than forest land, consented. Ilorsey’s two
cldest boys were seventeen and nineteen years old,
and were willing to work with their father; the man
himself was sufliciently skilled as a bush carpenter (o
build thoe barn, (a double log one withshingled roof);
the old farm would find food, and thelandlord, know-
ing the facts, was merciful. Horsey and his boys
went to work & year and a half ago on the new
place; they have now the barn built, and forty acres
cleared, and ready toputinto spring wheat thlss'prmxf;
the land of tho new farm is of first-rate quality, is
high and rolling, and will bo tolerably certain of a
good crop of spring wheat, and if it should fail, ho
can burn off the stubble next harvest and put in a
crop of fall wheat; meantime every spare bour will
bo employed in chopping and clearing more land on
the place, and there i3 no doubt that the old furmwill
be paid for in full within two years, or three at the
outside. The aslies and spare stock have furnished
him with money to pay up his store bill and make a
payment on his land, and those who know the facts
consider bis future as certain, and his troubles at an
end. He is now fallowing the old farm exten-
gively; every month during the summer will sce the
stumps out more and more, and in three years it will
bo all in clear fields and come under the usual York-
shire culturo of deep ploughing, well fallowed, with
more or Jess manure each year. When once he has
the forty-five aeres of the old farm producing
well, he will clear up the wet part, and experience
of the neighbourhood has shown that under these
circumstances the frostiness of the land disappears,
and good crops result with tolerable certainty.
This is a case that speaks well for tho latin adage
« Similia similibus curantur,” or in the vernacular—
curo yourself with & hair of the dog that bit you.

Improved Corn-Sheller.

TR accompanying engraving reprosenta a mew
Comn-Sheller, made on an improved principle. It is
claimed by the inventor that this machine will ghell
more corn in a clcaner maraer, and with less Iabour
than any machine ever brought before the public.
It consists of the revolving roller A, in which are
inserted teeth or pegs, and which is made to revolre
by means of the wheel and pinion C and crank D,
or in apy other convenient manncr. Above this
roller tho two frame picces E E, are fixed in such a
manner a8 to form a sort of trough or passage down
which the corn can pass and be kept in contact with
the roller A ; between them is the cndless band F F,
which is allowed to rise and fall by means of the
slots H H, or their equivalcats, and is put in motion
by means of the rollers G G and pulley I, from the
axisof the roller A. The action of the machine is

——

us follows :—Tho corn is fed in at L aad is drawn to.
ward M by the cndless band I* F, by which it is
pressed down and kept in close contact with the drum
A, and is yet allowed to turn and present a fresh
surface to the nctionof the teeth or pegson theroller
A, by which menus the graing of corn are rapidly
stripped from the cob and fall into the hopper N,
while the cobs are thrown out at M. A great advan-
tage of the endless band is, that very small cobs may
be fed in immediately after very large or frregulur
ones, aud be equally well cleaned, the endless band
pressing equally on the small end of the cob as the
larger.  The machine is easily worked by one man,
and will shell, perfeclly clean, onc hundred and fifty
bushels per day.

We believe this to be a good machine, well adapt-
ed for doing its work ; and wherever corn is grown
in Canada some sort of Corn-Sheller is indispensable.
In the Western States it may be pardonable to feed
and market corn whole, but with usa more economical
method i3 cssential to profit. The advertisement of
Mr. D. Codd, in the present issue, will supply the ne-
cessary information respecting tho price, &¢., of the
above nseful wachine.

Laany 4

On the Importance of Thick Sowing of
Clover Seed.

To the Editor of Tue Caxaps FARMER :

Sir,—I1 experience great pleasure in reading tho
numerous and interesting articles on the various sub-
jects which appear from time to time in your highly-
valued and extensively circulated journal, and al-
though-there will occasionaliy appear somethlng very
unique and puzzling {rom some of your correspond-
ents, yet from the discussion of some subjects there is
much to clicit and call forth valuable information
and profitable reflection to those interested in agri-
cultare and horticulture. But I feel somewhat auc-
prised never to have met with an article touching on
the subject at the head of this communication.

There are, however, but few farmers, I am well
aware, who knowasI Qo, from many years’ experience,
the real value and importance of thick sowing of
cloversced; a few advantages of which it is now
my desire and aim lere to point out, as brieflyas I
possibly can,

Many furmers think five pounds of clover seed to

"I the acre, with a few pounds of Timothy, a sufficiently

liberal seeding to secure a heavy crop of hay, or good
pasturage. As far, however, as my c¢xperience goes,
which bas been pretty extensive, I have never seen
that accomplished yet ! But I havo seen from such
seeding twenty to thirty cwt. of bay per acre, and
perhaps, in a very favourable season, a trifie more,
though moro often less ! and the pasturage has been
commeasurately meagre.

Now let us consider how trifing the additional cost
is of ten pounds more sced to the acre, in compari-
son with the gain (whichis cortain) from this addition-
al outlay ! Iffifteen pounds of clover seed are sown,
with fonr or five of Timotby, to the acre, or even with-
out, I will guarantec, in a favourable scason, a cul-
ting of three tons or three tons and a half of bay, the
first year,and two tons and & half the second year,
and more especially so, if 2 hundred or & bundred
aud a half of plaster to the acre, is sown cach yearas
early as vegetation begins to stir, or, in other words,
a ton and a half more grass shall be cut to the acre,
for the cxtra quantity of clover seed sown, independ-
ently of ..t leasta doable quantity of pasturage being
gained thereby. But there is another equally impor-
tant consideration to be taken into account, never
thought of by many, resulting fromthis thick sowing of
clover sced. The clover root is the best preparation
or auxiliary thet you can possibly have for a wheat
crop. From this process I have bad my winter wheat
better in quaslity, and far heavier in bulk and in
weight, after ploughing ap my one yesr clover,

which bad been eaten off by all kinds of stock close



