
BRITISI-1 COLUMBIA MINING CRITIC.

GROSSLY DELUSIVE ASSAY QUOTATIONS.

lnder this iadIiiiig the Lonudon (Einglamd) liiiu ii.lotir-
nal prints the follawimg communication frm Its represen t-
ative Ii this Provincem:

"lritish Columbians note with regret the frequniit
quotatiois of delusive assay reports in the prooectuses af
recently organized îompaites in London, dealing w ith
miniting properties Ii th Province. Thums in io sucli pros-
lorctos, chokeiful of tzlitterig geeraltis-that of the
lritisi Coiiiiiblan Mlinerai l'r 'perties, mmnite it i stated,
as instaticiig the vali of a piropierty to be aîCqiired by the
'ompiliîanimy, that tho .ubile iiine Ii the samie ireek lias
shown over $1,400 in g:ld lier toi, whilst a striko was
Imîade oi '.hm Sumiimiii t mine. siiate oni Wiild Iorse creck,
rniniiiiiig Q3,700 lit gold to the ton.' Now, every iiimig
iivestor should iciow that these assays are .most assiredly
made of siall samples of speahally rich ore, and undoubt-
mIly represent very iany ulies the utmost average value
of the deposits in each case. 'ie only trustworthy tests
are a series of assays vouched as represeititig a goodly
mass of ore, and showing a likely pirotit.carniniig averageof
yieli. Ini all probîbility the assays qioted in th pros-
pectus to whici vomir correspondent aluides represent forty
oI lifty imies the average gold-hearing of the ores oi the

properties indicated. Therc is not a mine Iin the whol of
British Columbia. ior is theore likely to be one discovered.
Iin whilm a general valtic eveu remmmlely aproaching half
of sumchm a ligure asZ$1,400 in uold per toi can be found as
representing any extensive diepusit. Ii another prospectus
of a recentiy relistered London company, dealing with
inine claims at FalrvIew, British Columbia, a tre-millimg
gold miiine-the Simiggler-whicli, thougli fairly proiishi.g,
is yet Iin its first stMage, and has not uip ta date cariied an
inituia dividend, Is styled one of the tnost fainous mines in
America. whilst the keeper of a rongh-anid-ready local gen-
eral store, and postmiaster of a nmitning village, Is described
not only as a ' mîerchaut,' but also made to figure as a great
mining expert. Yet another recently attenpted London
veitiure-that. of the Klondike Hydrauilte, Limited-owns
Its chief claims nowiere in the Klondiko, but at a point
distant from any proven rich placer groind. aid sitiate oi
the wrong, and far less productive. side of the International
boundary. No part of the Klondike Is Iin the Uilted States
territory of Alaska.

A NELSON VIEW OF TUE KLONDIKE.

There is îmuci truth, leaveied ,aLtuirally enough, by a
little pardonable local prejudico imn favor of mining mnearar
hoine. in a recnt criticsmi of the Nelson Ecnmioifst oi the
Victoria Coloiiist's attitude in regard to the Yukon railroad
question. There is not. the silghtest douht. as tie MrNtNo
CRITIC bas always naintained, that the solid permiaient
advantage ta British Columbia to accrue from the oxploit-
ation of gold fields of the far and frozen northland will not
equal a tithe of what will be gaiied by our Province as a
result of the development of far more permanent, more
easily ac.!essIble. and in the aggreg.ato cnormously richer
gold, silver, copper, lead, coal, Iron and oth'er minerai de-
posits of the Kootenays, Cariboo. [Aillooet, Cassiar, and our
Coast and Island districts. Nor Is thera any doubt that
where one man sut"cceds in the Yukon country. five at
least-may be evei ten-will comte to grief, and wien thy
returi. as îmany unfortumately won't, wlil in grief return ?
The fnilowiig is what the Neison Econminist has to say oi
the subject:

"The Colonist devotes tfLo and a lialf colunins of Its
editorial page lin Saturday's edition, to show 'tthat the peo-
ple of LiIs city, ln comnon with those of the whoile coast

region of iritish Columbia, are faen ta fa:t wIth a crisis of
thL gravest possible kziii.' 'Tliera has been a perceptible
fallinig off 1in the Yukon travel, and hudi <i re'ds of gold-
seekers go!ig niorth arc favoring somie (of the overland
routes. Thn i<ulestion is font: 'Slail the trado of th Vu-
kon ho controlled for the thim beIng by ititud States ciltes
and later bc carried directly to 'Easteirnî Canada, or shall
lirtish Colubiitua securo IL now and keme p it'.' Tiie ques-
tion, as our oitemplorary puis IL, is mi of ' transcendant
importance,' but not to ' tin people of lritish Colmittiihia.'
'T'c suecare the trado of the northern gold fields Is no doibt
a very Important ciduraon for Victoria aud the Col-
ont , but wo fail to sen oni what grodmis the people of the
Kootemnays shouidi Join in the effort being imade by the cities
of Ile coast ta divert attention frot th iiiimineral wealtih of
the Interior of the Province that the traders and iews-
papers of the capital miay grow ricli. If rite Colonist and
the other mnewspaperso the coast devoted a fractional part
of the enertzy they fout forth ta boomi the Klondiko ta
somiding the substantial mierits of the Kooteiays, the 'ide
of capital and liimmigration would be Ilowing in this direc-
tion instead of to the frozen north, and the mnaleidletions of
thoumsands of unfortumates, enthused to rashiness by the
exaggerated storiesof Klondike wealth as told by tie afore-
said Colonist, would not now b> showered oi the intercsted
booimisters. 'Tho mierchaits lin the cities,' wo read, ' have
experienced a foretasto of the great bus-iness wlhlehà they
will do with th Ñorth when the fmill tidi of developiment
has set in, provided tey can secure th necessary chan-
nels oi coiiiiiimii.ieation. If the traille of the North cai lie
secired for the Coast citics, the advaitage to owners of
real estata will be very great, for these cities would double
in wealti and population lin a short time. Ve would cnjoy
on the Coast a boom which would assumio great proportions,
and would pernianently nhance the vaiue of property of
every kind.' Wo would liko to see the boomi continue oi
the Coast, and the Yukon trade secired for :'.ies of the
Coast; at the saine time It would bu a greater advantage
to the Provinco generally if the mou going iorth would bu
advised ta turn in this direction. 'ite miistaken poliey of
boominig the Yukoin country instead of honsesily presenting
the solld advantages of the Koitenays, is î.ow being felt at
Victoria, and in this critical moment thosa responsible for
the deed have our sy mn pathy."

THE PROPOSED TRUCK LEGISLATION.

IL Is to be hoped that, as a resilt of carefil scrutiny
and a.menidmient in comnmiittee of Mr. J. M. VeIlie's Truck
bill, there mmay resuit a workable imeastire, preventing
miners and railroaders being coimpelled to take provisions
or other goods or accept board generally oi exorbitant
terms, that mean nothliing less thai tie confiscation of a
large portion of îîmn's fair earnings. No itmier or rail-
roader should bu legally compîjeilled, aven under coneracts,
whiclh arc often made practically uinder dijress, ta accept
board or goods. lin part paymenit of his wages, whero local
conditions are such that lie vishtes and Is able to procure
the necessaries and comnforts o! lifo for himself or for hlm-
self and faiiily, siflciiently near at hand. Thera are,
however, vases for which the bill should and doubt-
less will provide, where men are engaged ini mines
or on raliroads fin rcmnote places, or at points
where IL is advantageous aud even necessary for
them to board lin bouses belonging to their emîployers and
-accept sich board as part of the reiimiineration of their
work. lii suil cases, where It cai bi shown that fair
value is given for necessary accommodation truck legisla-
Lion should not apply. The difliculty In enacting such
legislation in a thinly peaopled country like this with
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