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wasg §4° at four and 47° at twelve. Or March 15 (about
tho carliest dato mentioned by Mr. Henderson) of this year,
with an unusually mild wianter, the soil was still ut freezing
point and only 36° at eight inches lower down,

From observation and experience, I judge that ia this seo-
tion there i3 not much gained, oven if the ground is in work-
able order, in sowing bofore the middle of April, unless in a
very exooptionable season, It often happons that we have a
very fow werm days at the latter end of March or the begin-
ning of April, warming just the surface of the soil, while un-
derncath the frost is probably livgering, und lasting long
cnoug to start such quickly-germinating sceds as cabbage, ra-
dishes, &o. A return to the normal temperature of the season
would seriously injure, if not destroy, the chitted seeds,
chilled as they must be by the cold soil underncath them.
The ground should be warmed to a temperature whioh will
not only start but keep up a quick and continual growth be-
fore seeds arc committed to it. In 1887, as an experiment,
I drilled in a row of black wax bush beans April 14, and
three weeks later (May 5) another row beside it, the seed for
each row being taken from the same bag; the beans on the
carlier s0Wwn row were not ready a day before those on the
other, both being picked- July 5. Mr. neighbor, Mr. Joseph
Harris, for the purpose of obtaining the luxury of un carly
dish of peas cvery year, carefully soaks and spronts the seed
which is sown at the very earliest opportunity, and which
subsequently receives the treatment which his well-known
skill in agricultural matters enables him to give it. This ge-
nerally happens two or three wecks sooner than I sow mine,
and he is often enabled-to enjoy a feast of peas a week or so
before I oan gather a sofficicnt quantity to take to market,
but my orop 1s larger and tho peas are of better size and
quality, )

But to ro seed is this question of planting at the right
time more important than to corn. As market gardeners fre-
quently do, we used to plant swot corn before we had any
right to expeot it to grow ; of course much of it rotted instead
of sprouting, so after a lapse of some two weeks, daring which
time the temperature of the air and soil had risen to a more
suitable point, wo planted agaip with the regult that the ear-
lier planted corn was nowhe:e in the race, Now if corn is
planted about the middlo of May, and after an interval of a
week, any gaps are filled up, it will be found that in this case
the first planted is the best, showing the necessity of endeav-
oring to plant under just the right conditions if you wish to
obtain the best results, A few years ago we planted early in
April some potatoes which we had sprouted on shelves in the
house-cellar, puttiog them carefally in the ground and cover.
ing them about two inohes with the hoe; two weeks later. wo
put in some of the same kind—only not sprouted—with the
plow, and these were fit to dig at same time as the sprouted
ones. The following year we planted the sprouted ones
later and had a much earlier crop. No matter if the
sceds sown before the ao0il is fittingly warm come up sooner
than those sown later, there is a want of vigor in their growth
which is very perceptible when the two are seen growing side
by side.

Another thing, probably notised by others long 2gz0, that
cach years’s expericnoe shows me to be of importance when
carly sweet oorn is desired, and that is, not to cultivate it too
often or deep. Iused a harrow tooth cultivator direotly, I can
see the corn 80 a8 tc kill the small surface weeds, afterwards
using the hoe in the rows aund for all big weeds, only ravniog
the same oultivator through as often as it i3 necessary to break
the crust afier » rajnstorm. It may be different on stiffer

soils, but on a good garden ono it is cortain that by abstaining
from cultivating a8 much as possible, you will be able to pick
ears several days sooner.

Liast year I lost my early turnips, radishes and bunching
onions through tho maggot, but I saved some later sowings by
the application of the burdock remedy mentioned by Prof.
Litoer in his bulletin of November, 1888. It is thero oredi-
ted to a correspoudent of the New-England Homestead, and
is as follows : ¢ Take green burdook leaves and stalks, run
them through a hay cutter, put thom in a large kettle or tub,
sed mash them with an old az or maul adding water and
pounding them to a pulp. Let it stand over night, have the
decoction strong, and when you see the first sign of the mag-
got, use this, and it will be found a *:ad shot for the woram.
I have used it 40 years on onions. [ use a sprinkler taking
off the nozzle and pouring the solution along the rows. I
seldom have to apply it the second time,” We are advised to
use it at the first sign of the maggot,but I applied it as soon as
the young plants were visible, hoping at the same time to ward,
off the flea, but that lively littlo gentleman required a dose of
air-slaked lime flavored with turpentine before he could be
induced to quit. For the maggot, the burdock is a capital
remedy Io powdering a patch of cabbage attacked by the
flea, with the turpeatiae lime, it appears as if the farther you
procced the thicker the fleas become ; and so they do, sinco
you are driving them before you, and when the last row is
reached it seems alive with them ; where they then hop to T
cannot tell, but T know that they will not again visit the cab-
bago plants you have dusted, so long as there is a smell of
turpeatine about them.

3. H. ¢, Monroe County, March 17.

S¥U1 IN GRAIN, p. 184.—Prof, Jensen thicks that water
heated from 110° to 132 is better than limestone, I tried
limestoue over thirty years ago and it had the desired effeot,
and since then it uas always done well. No matter how much
you put on, it will not hurt the wheat. I tried in boxes, with
and without all that water would dissolve, and it grew all
the stronger for it. T.R.

Allawakee Counly, Towa.

DE OMNIBUS REBUS.

Sheep and cattle —Mr. I, C. Wing, writes to the Couatry
Gentleman that ¢ sheep herded with oattle will starve the
latter quite to death™. I cannot agrec with Mr. Wing, for,
as all farmers know or ought to kuow, all soils in their natural
state—and it is of the groat prairics Mr. Wing, is speaking
produce a great variety of plantz or herbagoe, and we may
safely infer that it was not intended for one clasz of animal
glone. Variety is clearly the order of nacare in the animal
and vegetable kingdoms, and the farmer who wisnes to tho-
roughly utilise all tho produce of the soil will not restriot
himself to one ¢lass of animals for one portion of his pasture.

" *Those who havo the care of flocks and herds ought to pay
close attention to thelocalities whera-early grasses.and, plants



