" coast routs.

A R IL AY RIDE‘;_ ROM EDINBURGH

giving name’ to thé place, and most memor-

ahle in Scottlsh annals Here Alexander 1L,

" Tome of the strongest bra.vest and best of the

.,'tourlst, wpecia.lly for men who a.re intecr~

d clested” i railway constructxon or: in apphed

* miechanies, such. a wonderful railway- ride as .
 from . Edmburgh to Aberdeen_ by the east

- 'We hn.rdly ever: lose sight of the German

:}chm a.nd wnether in smiling peace or’

Nowhene else in the world is there for the “ed the Finth by open boat. .
a.nd his attendants begged of h1m not to prees
on, as’ the rorugh Toad wound da.ngerously .

Like us: he had: left Edinburgh but cross-
Darkness st in’

along these precipxbous chffs overha.ngmg

Cthe. sea. But a’ kmg’s win was law -then.

His horse shpped and fell’ thh his. riden
‘over; the cliff, and the. sorrowing followers

found thelr kmg’s body dashed to pieces on :

VAt Kinghom we pa,ssed under the rock -

| other unt11 Klrkcaldy, ‘the la.ng toun, w‘as‘ s

reached A most apprepnate name. for ‘this

centre of hnoleum and ﬁoor-cloth manuta,c- .

ture for it is all length and no breadth ‘
- From’ this pomt 'we turned inland through

the he-a.rt of” fertlle ‘Fife, called the ‘K.lnﬂ-" s

dom’ fa ea.rly days, whilst “the. poetkmg, ¥
James 1., used ‘to spea.k of Scotla.nd as ‘a s
gray’ garment ‘witha golden frmge ’—-the‘ P
frmge being Fxfe ; -

- On we sped, and soon we saw" the sea |

again; and the far-famed golf-liriks of fair ‘

St Andrews—-the Oxford of Scotla.nd—wzth,.
“her Unlversity, her Towers and- ruined ‘cath-
edral’ and castle.; Soon “the estua.ry .of the
‘lordly Tay came in view, and as we: crossed.

it ‘and. looked down “upon® the line of broken

. THE. I'«‘o'RTH'” BRIDGE-

" ‘gtormy mood; its:glittering green waters are
bea.utlfu.l ‘Its. wﬂd rocky -coast “and num-

. erousg hgvhthouses could*ten ma.ny a sa.d tale
~'his death

~of those who go down to the sed. in ‘ships.

Unlike those of the: Atlantic.on the west
Vooast, its waves. rise a.nd fall in perfect‘-
rhythmic beet and their white foam brea.ks ;
and falls in showers of, spray over the Ja-gged

cruel r:;cks ;
"As our tourist tlcketn ena.bled us to stop

" where we pleased en route, we. dec1ded to .

" leave Edmburgh by ‘& local train early one
-clear morning .in September last.” By this

" we could enjoy the view of the Forth Val-
.ley, and at Kirkealdy, on the Fife side, we

joined the express traim,

The sun shone Lrightly over the nch COTI«

© flelds of the famsd Lothian farms, and soon
we reached Dalmeny Park station. Nest.
ling 'amid the trees, and commandmg a8 mag-
nificent view both of sea and land, lay Dal-

- memy, the ' maguiﬁcent residence of Lord

. Rosebery, one of the most popular a.nd best
known of British peers. . |

As we passed. slowly ‘across the wondera
ful Forth Bridge, 354 feet abové the waves,
,its enormous  massiveness

mighty deep; and, when stormy, -the. fores

of the waves breaking.on its piers may well .

make t.he stoutest heart quall, reinembering

the awful fate of the first Tay Bridge. But '

on. this moming all was peace, and as we

" hurried from side. to side of our .carriage,

" our eyes were feasted with the variety of the
view.

Inoking up toward Stlrling, with the.
‘Gra.mpia.n Mountains towering like a mighty’
ra.mpa.rt behind the ever-narrowing shores .

- of the I‘n'th were dotted with ane:ernt cas-

tles.and stately halls, in richly wooded parks,
the scene of many'a doughty deed in bygone-~

: days..‘ o

The spires and’ ta.ll chimneys of Edmburgh'
.and Ieith lay on our right; whilst seaward '
“we' spied against the honzon the famed Bass

: ~Rock, home of the solan goose, and -the

. f-suga‘r loaf peek of North Berwick.

&on we were speeding round. the rocky

-the rocks below

.impressed us
_ strongly. Truly its foundations are in. the

g shores of F:fe, 50 close to the wa.ter that wel

The oIdest fragment of
Scottish song . whxch has come down to us
is a simple and fbouehmg }amenta.txon over

'J.‘hzs one faalse step ot a. horse on the recky

_shore of: I"i’:’.\f cnanged the.’ course of -a na-

tion’s’ h,istory, a.nd the story of - Seotland’s
struggle for independence against & grasp- -

ing Englxsh kmg was the resul't. But hke :

...... s T
;/:4// "' e b

“.piers, “relics of - the former bridge, we re-
called the terrific wind-storm on ‘the last

_ " Sunday of the year 1879, when the train from ©

Edinburgh went dow-n in the mddle of the
bndge and. Ieft no one to teli the tale.”
'Whether the tr'un pulled the bndge down,
or whether its centra.l gn-ders were roeking,
ere the train came, remains a mystery. The-

~ ories there were in plenty, but none is left

to prove them....The death list was compara-

_ tively low, only seventy-two in, all; but most

pa.thetic was the, story. of the sad fate. of .
several of the. vmtlms Saﬂors from foreign
° lands hurrying home to keep the New Year
" with their parents ‘and . fammes, and mddest
ot all, aprodio'al 50D, SR

This young man, after runmng away. from )
home, became very successful in one of our -
‘Western Sta.tes, and, as_a happy surprise

" for his widowed mother in Dundee, resolved
. to visit her and _sha.re his fortune: Having

lost the morning train, he told his. story to -

.the hotel-keeper where he waited,.else .the .

poor mother would never have heard: of ‘her.
boy’s good-will. ;
The scenery on: exther shore of the Fn'th -

SUSPENSION BRIDGE MONTROSE

stars out of the gloom rose- the heroes Wal-
lace and Bruce, '

Bix: hundred years ]ater the trmmph of
man’s power over steam on sea and land -had
rapidly borne us to view this monument on

‘the-cliffs t0 a weary and way-worn traveller.
" Not even his kingly power and will coruld'

command onr benefits.

- We passed from one fishing village ‘to an-

of Tay is ma.gmﬁcent, and we were tempted
to stay to see a sinset, compared by mamy .
an artist to the finest sunsets of Italy and

‘Greece. The moist baze that hangs so often

over the hills and-valleys | of Scotland lends
itself as a superb medium to the lights and
shades of sunset. "~ Purples, blues; reds and
golds, of every tint and hue, were the colors
of this vei.l between us and the sun. In the ‘




