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lessly on the manly protection nearest at
hand if only a epider or earwig comes into
view; and the affectation of unnatural cour-
age which boasts itself not to be daunted by
anything in the world or out of it, and that
says it never knew the sensation of fear—the
affectation of extreme sensitiveness, which
takes tle Adelian harp for its favorite em-
blem, and is as responsive to every wind that
blows; «nd the affectation of nether-millstone
denseness which ridicules nerves, impression-
ability, everything that tle over-sensitive
flourish before your eyes as their diploma.of
superiority;—the affectation of delicacy which
cannot Lear to hear of disease, suffering, vice,
sorrow, and the affectation of that oold, hard,
matter-of-fact nature which will talk of death
at a bail, of discases at the dinner-table, and
of horrors everywhere, then if rebuked, and
its charnel house conversation objected 1o,
€ays it is human life, and all people ought to
know the facts of humanity; these are in-
stances of this vice of affectation knovgn.to
most of us, and disliked by all— Christian
Globe.’ :
——e—

A Bethel in the Attic.

Mrs. Prentiss beautifully expressed what
many another soul has silently felt, when she
wrote: ‘A little room of my own, and a reg-
ular hour morning and night, all of my own,
would enable me, 1 think, to say, “Now let life
do itd worst!”’ We have heard. of a mother
with a large family in a small house, :\\:ho
often declared to herself that she would ‘give
up’ if it were not for the bolt on the inside
of the attic wtoreroom door. She had bought
that bolt and put it on herself unkmown to
anyone. In among the gerap-bags hanging
from the rafters, and the piles of trunks and
boxes, there was the Bethel of one soul press-
ing its way heavenward. Not that she ever
had a whole morning or night to herself. The
most of her praying had to be done afoot, but
there were sometimes precious, odd moments
when ghe could kneel at her Master’s feet.

A Wayside Grave.

(William 8. C. Webster, D.D., in the °Chris-
tian Intelligencer.’)

T thought that I knew that cemetery thor-
oughly. gMy own’ little children’s bodies are
sleeping there, Many other graves mak‘eilme
stop and think, for I had been the v_xf a%e
pastor for years and it had been my life to
speak the words of Christian faith and hope
when the earth, freshly upburned, hid the

rass and the wild flowers.
. But one day in going to my own plot I was
surprised by a strangely marked gravz.
There was no stone at all at head or foot,
only a wooden marker in the shape of a
cross, a board so padly weather-beaten that

one could not tell whether it had ever been

i n ont whitewashed. On
painted or had bee ya e et n

it were painted a name, :
verse ofpﬂScripture———a boy’s mame, a life so
ghort that days rather than months would
count it, and such a gtrangely chosen text:
¢And while he was a blessing unto them,
he was parted from them and carried up into
Heaven.’ 5
The mexplicable inexactness of the quota.
tion was, however, not as puzzling as its gro-
tesque inappropriateness. The sublime ascen-
sion of the triumphant Christ and the unno-
ticed dropping into the earth of this little
loaf from the tree of humanity, contrast at
every point, resemblance at none. But surely
here is no place for the smile of derision, but
rather for the tear of pity for the home that
had lost ite ‘ blessing.’ Who, I wondered, had
chosen that verse for an epitaph? It must
have been either father or mother. :
How tirue to life it is from the standpoint
of the home-heart. ‘He blessed them,’ “he
was a blessing unto them.’ Yes, they wished
to tell of the joy this little fellow had
brought them. Poor people they certainly
were, for as urely as the pair of pigeons in
the \hands of the Virgin showed that her
“means did not suffice for a lamb’ (Luke ii.,
24, and Leviticus, xii, 8) so the wooden slab
proved that they could not afford stone or
marble. Poor, but ricn in the treasure which
they had kept for those three months, and
whizh, although taken from them, is kept for
them in heaven. Did these parents then, poor
_ns to the world, but rich, we may hope, in
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faith, grasp the sublime gospel of Matt. xviii,
5, *Whoso shall receive one such little child
in My name, receiveth Me’? If so, he was
indeed a blessing unto them, as they so
quaintly put it, and a blessing he will ever

Of course it may be that a father’s heart
has read these thoughts into the inseription,
and ‘that they never “were in the minds of
those who set up this fragile memorial of their
short-lived blessing. 1 know that after a
long absence | visited the cemetery again and
as I read the scarcely legible words, 1 said,
‘ Not so much God be pitiful as God be prais-
ed—God be praised for the visits, short as
they are, of the little children; God be prais-
ed, too, for the hope that we, toc, having be-
come as little children, may be a blessing
here and may be carried up into Heaven.’

Is it Worth While After Al?

‘Brain fever at 12—and we are left alone.’

‘We pushed her, and God knows how we
have suffered for our mistake.

‘She graduated, but she never recovered,
and in two years we had no daughter.

‘] thought more of a diploma than I did of
my child. Now I have only the diploma.’
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Synopsis of Canadian Northwest

If you would like a nice rub-
ber pad, with your own mname
and address, also a seli-inkiag
rad—all for a littie work, drop
us a card and we will tell you

akout it Splendid for mark-
ing your books, etc. Address.
John Dovgall & Son, ‘Witness'

Cflice. Montreal.

Land Regulations.

ANY person who is the sole head of a tamily, er
any male over 18 years old, may “homestead a
guarter-section of available Dominion land in Ma-
nitoba, Saskatchewan or Alberta.  The applicant
must appear in person at the Dominion Lands
Agency or Sub-Agency for the district. Entry by
proxy may be made at amy agency, on certain
conditions, /by father, mother, son, daughter, bro-
ther or sister of intending homesteader.

Duties, — Six months' residence upon and culti-
vation of the land in each of three years, A howc-
steader may live within nine miles of his home-
ctead on a farm of at least 80 acres solely owned
and occupied by him or by his father, mother,son,
daughter, brother or sister.

In ceriain districts a homesteader in good stand-
{1 may pre-empt a quar.cr eection alongside his
homestead.  Price «3.00 per acre. Duties—Must
reside six months ip cach of six years from dateof
homestead entry (iacluding the time required to
earn homestead patent), aud cultivate fitty acres
exira.

A homesteader
right and cannot obtain a pre-empticn may take a
purchased homestead in certain districts.  Price,
$2.09 pey, acre. Duties— Must reside six months in
each of lhree years, cultivate fifty acres and erect

house Yorth $300.00. !
e W. W. CORY,
Deputy of the Minister of the Interlor.
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“best things in the world’s great journals,

‘alike.

who has exhausied his homestead

‘Everything that love and skill could sugs
gest was done. But our eyes had been opaned
too late.

‘% Promotion! Promotion!” was our cry.
Then our little girl was promoted. But not
in the way we hoped.’

‘We placed an education above health, and
the life of a promising boy of 18 is the price
we paid for our mistake’

‘Tt was music and painting added to a tived
brain. Now our house is still—a monument
to our thoughtlessness.’

‘What would not my husband and T give of
our means to-day if we could undo the past
and bring our only child back! That is the
hardest part to bear, the feeling of what we
might have done. From the housetops would
we cry out to parents to take care!’—Amer-
ican Parents in the ‘Ladies’ Home Journal’

Health Sense.

Drink deep of Nature’s nectar, and you will
feel the great power of health and strength
that will come over you.

Away with gloomy thoughts and forebodings,

Away with closed shutters and drawn blinds

3od made the sun to shine. Tet it in. Lel
it stay in. g

Never mind if the carpets fade. Health ang
happiness are what we want, and the rest cax
look after itself.—Selected.
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The *Witnass’ For over sixty years un-
rivalled in the confidence of the Canadian pub-
lic. Latest news, market reports, etec., finan-
ciai and literary reviews, good stories, home
and boys pages, queries, ete., ete.  Valuable
departments devoted to farming interests. A
clean, commercial, agricultural and home news-
paper. (Send for a sample.) -

¢ Daily Witness,’ $3.00 a year.

" “Weekly Witness and Canadian Home-
stead,’ $1.00 a year.
(Foreign postage extra.)

‘World Wide’ A weekly reprint of the
/ Ra-
flects the thought of the times. Best cartoons
of the week. The busy man’s paper. Noth-
ing like it anywhere for the mouney. Send for
a-sample. $1.50 a year to all parts of the
world. ; i

‘Canadian Pictorial’ Canada’s popular il
lustrated monthly. High ‘grade paper, high
grade pictures. Interesting to young and old
Many of its full page pictures suitable
for framing. $1.00 a year to all parts of the
world. : £ i

The ‘Northern Mezssnger’ speaks for itseif,
A favorite for over forty years, and increas-
ingly popular. A potent influence for good.—
Subscription rates above.

JOHN DOUGALL- & SON, ‘Witness’ Block,
Montreal. 4 Publishers of ‘ Witness,’ ‘ World
Wide, > and ¢ Northern Messenger,’ agents for
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THE ‘NORTHERN MESSENGER’ is printed and publishel
every week at the ' Witness' Building, at the carner of Craig
' and Bt Peter streets, in the city of Montreal, by John
 Redpath Dougall snd Frede ick Fugene Deuzall, both of
Montreal. :
All b i icati should be d ‘John
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