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~whuiet the Roese Croix aeg roe wae con-
ferred UpQfl a Paraee. Such is the
unive*rsality of Masonr.

Shanghai is the princippi seat of
Freemasonr in China. Here there
are seven lodges, three of w1iich. work
under the Englisi cpnstitution, two
under the Scottieli, one under the
Ainerican, aa. one under the Ger-
man.

Our distingnished brother James
H. Neilson, ini a letter to the London
Freemson, claiming senierity ini age
for the Grand Lodge of Ireland,
says:-

"LIt is a weil-known ruie that the
junior Grand Lodge applies te the
senior for reccognitien snd exohange
of representatives. The first Grand
Lodge applying for such to Ireland
was Scotland, and the second was the
present United Grand Lodge of Eng-
land. The Grand.- Lodge of Ireland
neyer asked any Ëkrand Loage for
recognition or exehange of represent-
atives, its position being suoh that it
lias always to be asked to grant these

'II hope in June next ourlrish pro-
vincial brethren will attend, and assist
in çarryirig the Quarterly Commiuni-
cations, and. the brethren who wish
to stop the system of re.eLe#ntion for
the period cf three years each must
give notice at latest in May next to
change Law 82.

" One thing ie clear--that ail breth-
ren shoul& join in having next No-
vember brethrèn proposed and in
December elected who wil neyer. be
absent froin their places in Grand
Lodge, 'whether the meetings be as
at present or quarterJy, as 1 hope
sincerely they may be iiÀ the future."

Bxo. Josiah Drummond, of Maine,
takes issue with those who , contend
that there wers no Grand Masters
before the existence of Grand Lodges.
Re says:-"Freemasor ýet long
before 1717, as an soex", institu-
tion it is true, witlh a GadMaster
ivith alost suprenMe power at itq.

head; it had been gradually aangingz
froin au operat.ive te a e9ppnitive in-,
stitution; the Grand Naster had met.
ail the Craft in 'general assembly,'
sud presided therein annually; but iný
171,7 a change was madle, and instegé
of the whole Craft meeting in 'gen-,
eral assembly' with the Grand Master.
at their head, they met by their me-
preosentatives in Grand Lodge, with
the G. M. at its, h~eaa. The cha.nge
in 1717 was mierely that from a gen-
eral meeting of tie Craft te malte
laws te a ropresentative form of gov-
ernment. The change frein the op.pr-
ative character of tfie institution te
the speculative had happened before.
So *we repent, that Grand Masters
existed ini fact as well as in naine be..
fore Grand Lodges did."

(JREDULITY. - Thc principles cf
Freemasonry are universal; they in-~
olude duty te God, te country, te
neighbor, te self. These are amply
illnstratedl in * the symbolie degrees,
and ne gennine brother wiil deuabt
their effioacy; they dIo net invite ored-
ulity or encourage skeptioism, but
being broad and tolemant cf thu-selves, they rest upon infinite know-
ledge, snstained by divine justice.

The multiplication cf societies ana
their mapid growth within the last
few years, coems te have acted as a
stimulus which has createil among
Malsons even.,,a desire for more de-
grees, and for. addaitional organiza-
tiens. A survey cf these mayxreason-
ably be indulged, and tie information
gained may be helpful; it cau net be'
possible that frei them.-nothing goe&-
may be evolved; but it is possible that
the credulous, brother may become.
over geaIon?, and Be hurtful te Ma-
sonry, opinions may be fommed, as
muci from desire as frein knowiedgye,
and tins thq wieh becemes father te
the thonght, but ,the thougiV. whidi
-eads difect te the door cf tSuth
reaches a far higher Plane than cau
be bought in 4egrees, or purohaseia
witheut« knowledge.--Liber(il F1ýee-
711asaît.
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