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whilst the Rose Croix degree was oon-
ferred upon & Parsee. Such is the
unjversality of Magonry.

Shanghai is the principal seat of
Freemasonry in Chinga. Hera there
are geven lodges, three of which work
under the English eonstitation, two
under the Scottish, one under the
Amnerican, and one under the Ger-
man,

Our distinguished brother James
H. Neilson, in a letter to the London
Freemason, cleiming seniority in age
for the Grand Lodge of Ireland,
BRys:— .

“It i8 & well-known rule that the
junior Grand Lodge applies to the
senior for recognition and exchange
of representatives. The first Grand
Lodge applying for such to Ireland
was Scotland, and the second was the
present United Grand Liodge of Eng-
land, The Grand.Lodge of Ireland
never asked any Grand Lodge for
recognition or exchange of repregent-
atives, its position being such that it
has always to be asked fo grant these
favors.

I hope in June next our Irish pro-
vinoeial brethren will attend, and assist
in carrying the Quarterly Communi-
cations, and the brethren who wish
to stop the system of re-elention for
the period of three years each must
give notice at latest in May mext fo
change Law 82. _

¢“One thing is clear—that all breth-
ren should join in having next No-
vember brethren proposed and in
Degember elected who will never. be
absent from their plsces in Grand
Lodge, whether the meetings be as
at present or quarteriy, as 1 hope
sincerely they may be iu. the future.”

Bro. Josiah Drummond, of Maine,
takes issue with those who  contend
that there were no Grand Masters
before the existence of Grand Liodges.
He says:—¢Freemesonry existed long
before 1717, as an operative institu-
tion it is true, with & Grand Master

with almost supreme power at ity

heed; it had been gradually changing
from an operative to & spepnlative in-.
stitution; the Grand Master had met
all the Craft in ‘general assembly,’
and presided therein annually; but in:
1717 a changs was made, and instesd .
of the whole Craft meeting in ‘gen-
eral assembly’ with the Grand Master.
at their head, they met by their re-
prosentatives in Grand Lodge, with
the G. M. at its head. The change
in 1717 was merely that from s gen-
eral meoting of the Craft to make
laws to a representative form of gov-
ernment. The change from the oper-
ative character of the institution to
the speculative hed happened before.
So we repeaf, that Grand Masters
existed in fact as well as in name be-
fore Grand Liodges did.”
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Crepuriry. — The principles of
Freemasonry are universal; they in-
clude duty to God, to ocomatry, to
neighbor, to self, These are amply
illustrated in, the symbolic degrees,
and no genuine brother will doubt
their efficacy; they do not invite orede
ulity or encourage skepticism, bub
being broad and tolerant of them-
selves, they rest upon infinite know-
ledge, sustained by divine justice.

The multiplication of societies and
their rapid growth within the last
few years, scems fo have acted as a
stimulus which has oreated among
Masons eves, a desire for more de-
grees, and for  additional organiza-
tions. A survey of these may reason-
ably be indulged, and the information
gained may be helpful; it san not be
possible that from them nothing good:
may be evolved; but it is possible that
the credulous brother may become
over zealous, and so hurtful to Ma-
sonry, opinions may be formed as
much from desire a8 from knowledge,
and thus the wish becomes father 1o
the thought, but the thoughti which
Jleads direct to the door of trath
reachea g fax higher plane than can.
be bought in degrees, or purchased
without knowledge.—-Liberal Free-
mason.



