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«The District Depnty-Grand Mester

- may hear and determine any Masonie
-somplaint raspecting :Lodges or
brcihren within his Distriot. . Upon
the reception of acomplaint or charge
in writing he should direct the party
or Lodge preferring the same 2 serve

a copy on the-Lodge or brofher com-
vlained against, -He should raquire
-an answer to be mede to the com-
plaint within a limited time. He
should fix a time and place for the
investigation and summon sll parties
to be present. In some cases, it will
not be necessary to take oral testi-
mony, and the oase can be decided
upon the papers and dasuments sub-
mitted on both sides. Where the
evidence of parties is necessary, time
should be allowed for their production
and examination, After hearing all
the evidence, and the statements on
both sides, he determineas the matter by
giving his decision. This should he
done in writing and communicated. to
both parties.

The District Deputy Grand Master
may proceed to admonition or suspen-
gion, until the decision of the Grand
Master is made known on the ques-
tion. He may inflict the penalty of
‘Teprimand or admonition at cnce.
He may suspend the Lodge or brother
.1n defanlt, but only for such time asthe
Grand Master may determine, or nn-
til the Grand Master decides to re-
move the suspension. His duty in
communicating the proceedings to
the Grand Master has already been
atated.

. ‘He may sammeon guy Liodge, ot its
Master and Wardens to-attend him.
He may order them to:preduce their
Warrant, books, papers snd geeonnts
before him, I they do not comply
:with his snrrmons or ozder, nor-give
a sufficient reason for nof doing o,
Jhe'mny then issue & peremptory sum-
cnbns, snd, if that is not complied
‘with, he may suspand the Lodge,and
?ebzgx{ynjhharﬁmaESeemmﬂytb thab.of

perd s Eodgs fomtheyareacs’ ot 20y

law or regulation, to which no spesi-
fip ponalty is attached by the Consti-
tution; but his suspensions are liable
to be reversed or removed by the
Grand Master or Grand Lodge.

The Distriet Deputy Grand Master
may restore & brother, when he ig
satisfied that such brother has bsen
unjustly or illegally suspended by
& Lodge in his Digtrict. This power
should only be exercised after a full
and careful investigation of all the
circumstances. The right of a Lodge
to discipline its membersis one which
should be interfered with as seldom
a8 possible, The Lodge is, in gener-
al, the best judge of the grilt or inno-
cence of the accused; and it is only in
cases of manifest injustice, that the
power of restoration in ifs absolute
form, should be put in force. The
Distriet Deputy Grand Master should

-be fully eatisfied that & wrong has
been done; that the trial was condnet-
ed in an improper manner; that the
accused did not haye fair play; that
hs was not allowed time for his de-
fence, or that the punishment was
dispropozxtionate to the.offence. Then
he should exercise the power given
‘him by the Constitution, and restore
the suspended brother to good stand-
ing.

This is done by a written mandate
or order, reciting the circumstances
of the suspénsion, and showing its il-
legality or injustice, and concluding
by ordering that the brotheér nawmed
shall be and is hereby ¥estored to his
former standing. .

‘The same power exists where a
brother has been unjustly or illegally
removed or excluded from any of his
Meagonic funofions or privileges, by &
Lodgs within his Distriet,

In all casps of yestoration by a Dis-
triot Deputy Grand Master, the Lodge
whoda decision is this seb. sside.has
a'right of appeal to the Grand Mas-
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