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THE OANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

York and Vermont, and they, cross-
ing the line, carried their notions of
Masonic government with them.
They catried their preferences of Rit-
uals with them, and as edrly as 1847,
when I first began to form the ac-
quaintance of Cenadisn Masons, the
modes of working had received con-
giderable form and ocoloring from
Wadsworth, the New York Leoturer,
and Salem Town a New York Mason,
venerable for age, learning and many
gifts. I found that in 1847 I had
little difficulty, though a Mississippi-
made Mason, in working with the
brethren from Upper Canada.

The historian of the Grand Lodge
of Canada makes William Mercer
‘Wilson, of Simecoe, Canada West, (now
the Provinee of Ontario) the central
figure of the movement. Wilson was
born to be a leader of men. Physi-
cally a person of great powers, tail,
heavy, possessed of & bright eye and
commanding voice, eloguent of speech,
quiet and convincing of pen, one
must look long and far to discover his
equal. A Ssotchman by birth, his
views of ritualism were more Catholie,
that is, less rigid, than those of Eng-
lish-made Masons. A man cheerful,
social of habit, gentlemanly in man-
ners, one who dressed well and held
his place in the best of company, a
favorite with the ladies, & favorite
with children, thus he comes before
me in the silence of my library while
I write, and stands while I draw his
likeness. Thus he appeared in June
1866, when he visited me at my Ken-
tucky home, delivered an address to
my neighbors, and delighted my fam-
ily with his genial manners.

It was William Mercer Wilson,
afterwards one of the judges of his
Province, who bore the odium of a
rebel in 1854, but won the erown of a
congueror in 1858. In the early
meetingsat Clifton, near Niagara Falls,
hewas the spesch-maker whostrength-
ened the feeble and encouraged the
Dbold. He drafted the constitution and
by-laws of the new Grand Lodge,
drew up with some assistance, the

various proclamations of indepen-
dence sent forth, and took upon his
showtlders whatever odium was con-
nected with the idea of sucession.

This was not g little to bear. In
Masoni¢ English history no provinee
or colony had thus far claimed the
right to form an independent Grand
Lodge, and it is quite amusing now
to read the Masonie fulminations in
the Einglish and Masonic papers made
ab the time against Wilson and those
who combined against him. They
were much like the fulminations
against the American colonies, when
they declared their independence.

I have hinted that I was early in
the movement. This was not because
of my Masonic prominence, for up to
18564 I had never held a position more
tlevated than that of Lodge Master;
but I was edifor of a paper, The Am-
erican Freemason, which enjoyed a
great circulation; I was & diligent
student in Masonic law and usage; an
ardent admirer of the American sys-
tem of Masonry snd had already &
large correspondence with leaders of
the Craft in Canada and elsewhere;
I was written to by Wilson, Bird
Harris, and others, most active in the
Clifton convention. It followswithout
saying that my replies, had .they
been preserved would show many
hints towards oconstitution-making
oto., which met & warm reception.
As soon as independence had been de-
olared, I wrote to numerous Grand
Masters, Grand Secretaries and Chair-
men of foreign correspondence com-
mittees, asking a favorable consider-
ation of the matter, commending the
effort, and showing how nearly it ac-
corded with efforts that resulted im
the establishment of American Grand
Lodges. Being chairman of the for-
eign correspondence committee of the
@Grand Lodge of Kentuoky, I recom-
mended in 1855, that the Grand Liodge
of Oanada be acknowledged as a <ov-
ereign power. It was done by ursn-
imous vote, and by one of those pop-
ular demonstrations common {o the
Grand Lodge of Kentucky, whea the
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