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do by taking into its membership the riftraff of the world. This it
has not done, by any means, in a practical sense, but it has taken in
‘those, any one of whom, by a single ballot, can reject a candidate,
simply because he is a free and independent man of unblemished char-
acter,

Every Lodge should struggle to rise to this grand and noble level.
Whenever you have a “candidate whom you tind to be mc'lpdb{e of al-
lowing other people to difier with’ him, reject him, for it' elected, he
will, in turn, reject every other candidate of real, intclligcnt me:'it.-—-
Gouley’s frecmason.

A SINGULAR INCIDENT.—A few weeks ago, in the City of Washing-
ton, a Fellow-Craft, who had been regularly passed in one of the Lodne:.,
anxious for proliciency to enable him to adv ance, wos advised to go to
a Lodge of Instruction. e applied for x(lmx\swn, and by a mistake
of the Tyler, was vouched for and passed in, while the Lodge was en-

gaged in e\emphﬁ ing the third degree, and witnessed the ontire ex-
omphhcw ion before his real Masonic rank was discovered. M. W. Bro.
C. In Sl‘m%bm‘) the Grand Master of the District, was immediately
sent for; and. upon learning the facts. convencd thc brethren who were
present into a Lodge of Lmer" eney, and had the third degree conferred
torthwith upon the mvolunt'u'y intruder—iwo weeks in advance of the
time when the degree would have been regularly due. The record of
the proceedings of the Emergent Lodge was certified to the Lodge in
which the Fellow-Craft had received the first and second degrees; and
the Grand Master authorized that Lodge to receive the fee, and to take
the ro-made Master Mason as a member, as if he had been regularly re-
ceived in the Lodge. But the Lodge, upon ballot, refused to receive
him. He is now, in the opirion of the Grand \I‘\stu' in which we con-
cur, to be co;rm/cd as a Master Mason in good st'mdm«;, but unaffilia-
ted, with the privilege of applying to any “Lodge for members ship.—
National Freeinason.
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“Once upon a time.” I will not mention cithe time or place, the
writer of this was appointed on a committee of examination, ordeced
by the W. M. of the Lodge, to try the quality of a visiting brmm,r, a
stranger to every brother present.

What was the astonishment of {he examiners to discover that the
visitor was perfectly unable to make himself known as a Mason!
e could not recollect even the name or number of the Lrdge he
hailed from! The Senior Deacon sternly asked the stranger if he
could give any account of the ~ublime thixd degree, who answered :

<1 think T was raised 17 ’

“ With what were you raised to that Hdegree 77

“With a sprig of shillalah "7 an~wered the sapposed impostor. amid
the uncontrollable faughter of tlxc committee,

And vet it turned out that this man was no impostor. bat a subject
that ha'l been «hurried through,” to go on a sea voyage.  The occur-
rence above related transpi ved in a Lod ‘¢ under s Juarisdiction, the
members of which will recognize every detail here nareated, as sirictly
correct.

Sneh specimens of pon-remiing, unlearned Masons, are altogether too
common Jor this enlightened age; i ary of this deseription ~hould



