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THE BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.

OPINIONS OF THE CANADIAN PRESS
ON TIIE PRESENT COLONIAL
TARIFL.

« We have always been opposed 10 a pro-
wecting duty on Agricultural produce, believine, !
a8 we do,? that 1t will not be productive o
any perceptible bepefit 1o the Canadian favmer,
and that he has reatly no need o! protection tu
enable him fto attain not only a comfortable
subsistence, but actual independence,”—Lz-
wact from a’late Keagston paper.

« Tt is melancholy that, while the Americans,
loaded as they are in the British mavkets wath
differential duties, are making this vast pro-
gress, the industry; of Canada, in respect of
sured provisions, is alinost altozether stationary
The United States have to pay for their own
armies, fleets, diplomacy, and public expences
of every description, and are 5o burdened with
Jocal taxes, that it is alleged as a reasan fm

imposing taxes on our frontier, that they are

precisely what, on the admission of all parties,
a fixed duty does nof prevent, and that s the
prnetpal agument agamst 1t in England
England not being a country exporting lool,
proteetion, whether a wize thing or not, is
practicable But in Canada 1t 15 not practi-
cablv, and a fixed duty, lngh or low, 13 a
contintted  embarrassinent 1o trade, and not
even an ncesanad benedit 1o the farmer V—
Extiact from alate ontrcal peper

The views which we have set foith to the
pubbe on the subject ot a veasonable protection,
to the farmer, are in direct upposition to the
opinions entertained by the writers of the arti-
cles from which we have made the above twao
extracts. It is pretty fine, indeed, fora per<on,
who spends mast of his time in the drawing-
room, and who has been accustomed to wear
{rom snfancy, morocco slippers and hidgloves,

eompelled to send their cattle mto Canada tof to venture to make the boid asscetiun, that the

be sold for what they will bring, i order to
pay those taxes. In Bntain their cured pro-
visions pay tour times the duty that vurs pay |
All our great advantages are neatralized by the
ignorance and negligence of our farmers, who,
witha few exceptions, obstuately porsist an
searinz cattle and pizs of ummproved breeds,
fult of bone and shun, and witliout any depth
of flank, and i sending these to marfet hatv!
fed, and, i consequence, unfit to cure tn any !
advantaze, If a farmer heie and there, Isi
disposed to do better, 1t s cupossibde Jot Li,
anless hie is a man of wealh, which very
fawr of the Canadan fanners are, Lecuuse tu

et good stock requires co-operation. 1f our
armers had seen their true mterests, and our|
legislators been wise, vigourous eflurts would
have been made m the past sesson to dmjprove,
ghe breed of cattle, iasteal of the incredille!

folly of actually taxnz the importation of ballz, !

‘(’nnadian farmer vequires no protection o ena-

ble him to become mdependent m his circum-
stances.  The snteitigent tarmer s the best
judge of the matter,—and, m fact, he 1s the
only party that can larm & correct estumate o}
the profits of his business.  We shall not, at
this tune, combut the buld and unwarranted
assertions contaned s ke first quolaton, but
shall avail ourselves of the it favourable
apportuaity of puinting out a few conclusive

s reasons why the Lanadaa hiesbainlmen require oy oay Cands g

as much protectton as the tarmers n older
countrics, with wiom they have to come m

cles of Agucullural podace.

The latter extract gives the Canadmns a

ton the following case, which came under
our 1mmediate nolice, and, of it were necéssary;
a thousand simlar cases might be advanced,
In the month of April last, onc of our spi;cii-‘
latpg nesgibours,—a Buflalo Grocery Mer-
chant,~brought mto the Toronto Market 40
casks of bulter, of an average good quality,
each wewshing 112 1bs. At that period,. good
butier was worth 114d. per Ib.  The first lots
that he wld, he reccived 104, per 1b., the
following two days 9d. per 1b., and the sib;
sequent four or five days the price gradually
became xeduced, until it came down to-54d:
per th., for which he sold the remainder of his
stock. The prices afternards did not exceed
74d. per 1b., and the great bulk, in the maxkét}
only brought 6. per 1b. :

We would beg to add another instancd in
favour of the pnuciple of protection. It the
autumn of 1339, one of the largest farmers in
e district,—a friend of ours,—ploughed, fna
proper maaner, seventy acres of wheat stubble,
which he intended to prefare m the spring
for barley.  Prices were firm at 3s. 2d. ped
bu-liel, at Toronte, in the cafly part of
jautamn, but i Rochester, anl ather neigh-
bour.ng -tutes, the lest quality of batley
was only woith 1s. 34. per bushel. A Toron®
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Licwer parcliased a small cargn, .aml shippeg
{v Tuiunto, which ccst him
‘abont as. per tushel, when placed i his dwa
bins. Tle fact that the article was worth gp

direct competien, n sclling their staple art- |y, 1e in Rochester, and that a supply might be

calcalated upon, influenced the brewess to
cvinee a decree of indifference in puréhasing,

adding further to the difficulties, already suffi- | sound picce of chasti~ement for therr aegli-{which had the effect of reducing the price to

eiently great from the bad state ol our ruads,
of sending cattle to Montreal 1o Le cured for
export, instead of killing them, and seading
barrelled beef to New York and Boston.  The
atter usclessness of any such measue for the
purpose of protecting the larmer mu-t now bey
obvious to the most sgnorant and unreflectmg.
The price which the farmer will obtain will be
that which can be.obtuned by curing for
exporﬁ."z, for it is of course obvious, and
known to 2very body, that when a country |
roduces more ~f any article than it consanics
ttself, the price of 7€ whole s rub V by that
swhiclt it can gt for the balance.  Now, as no
Jocal legislation can mise the price in the
English market, it foli Vs that no duty on onr
fronticr can permanently wise our O“'Ilh m:]d
the protection 3§ evidently Hlusury, 1{‘{“5-“
prices may be a little disturbed, and notalway~
riss and fall 2t the rame tmes as they would
on out fron-

31 the trade were free.  The duty
tier is simply a_premiam fo the Ameiwan
curer, just as 3f his own Government alh‘)wcd
= like bounty i the shape of a drawhack on
tolls, as they do wilh_ the =alt of Symcuse, ar
any other way; for it makes it by so much
more profitable for him to cure and s‘end to
New Yok, and pay the foreign duly, han to
drive over the frontier, have cured at Montreal,
and pay the Canadian duty.
That 2 moderate fived dufy provents gluts,
either jn provisions or 1n such articles as hops,
is an idea altogether fallacious, and 1t is asto-
nishing that any one can be so slupid as o
entertain it.  When thete 1s such an excess of
gny article ina neighbonring state that 1 inust
be sold at any price to prevent s penshing,
a0 duty is effrciual short of prohititions and
with thic view, the liding-<cale was devised
in Enxlnd, wad bas hrought on a new tmun

t

.

& cwle i suck an exces< of imports is

among the agncuitural community, and we
are of opirion, that m the cuurse of a jew
vears, the agriculturists of this Colony wiit be
celebrated for thewr supenor knowledge of the

"practice and theory of their nobie protession.

As it vegands the importation of bulls trom
the Unuted States, there are as good balls in
Canada s 1w that conntiy.  As an evadence
of the truth of this assestion, two of the best
buils, at the late Rochester exhibution, were
bred by the Hon. A. Fergusson, of Woodlull,
Gore Distnct. We have supenur stoch, and
good judges, n Canada; ut have to learn
the sceret of puffieg our choice aricles and
products ante tavourable nutice.

The utter usclessness of protection to the

tammer, msicad of being obvious to the most!

iznorant and unreflecung, is now looked upon
by all classes as being a measure calculated
1o rcheve the favmers from the difficulties,
which they formerly had to-contend with, m
sudden fluctuations n the prices which they
received for their produce. The Butish and
Canadian markets, will, under the piesent
arrangement, govern the prices which the
Canadian aguicultunst recerves fur hus produce,
whereas, nnder the pld system, the Bufale
and Rochester markets infhience the, prices in
sur own markets, toavery considerable extent.
In Mustaiion of this matter, we wourd moen.

ygence m all mattess rlating to their best about 1s G per bushel, at which price jt
finterests.  We would, however, beg to say,, remamned duting the whole of that season, and
{that a marked improvement 1s tabung place jalso for tv o subsequent scasaas.  The farmer

i question hecame disgusted with the state of
things which this agrarian levelling produced,
and, after sustuning a heavy loss in stall.
feeding a numter of hutacks, he came’ (of('ﬂe
mm resoluion that he would neither raise
tarley tor is. Gd. per bushel, nor stalidced
Lullulks for heef fhrough the whale~of'a
Canadian winter, for 15s per 100 lbs” He
accordinely made an auction, and rented his
farm, and turned his attention o litetary puc-
smts.  We need searcely add, hat the ingi-
vidual alluded. to, is none other than theeriter
of this auircle. -

We admit that no colonial legisiation can
rause the puice of produce in England, but-we
consider that 1t by no means « follows tiat
no duty on our frontier can permanently xaje
the prices here.  Canada is yet a young coun-
uy, and does not even produce enough. agti-
cultural produce for the coasumption of ‘her
own population.  In corroboration of this
staternent, we would add, that by referepec to
e retuins lately made, that the British North
American Colonies, during the yeats 1§36,
1837, and 1838, did not exporl a single hushel
o wheai, aud'in 1939 evpartéd. only ‘2:}‘:51\'1":\r-
ters, and in 1840, 8192 quarters, most. of, the
{atter being the growth of lhe'“'cs(er}\'gﬂés.
In Canada praduced aularge surplus of wheat.

yerks beddy butter, cheese, and other ataple




