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understood, ta elevate and engage mau's facul-
ties; that, as it feeds and sustains the nation, it
is the basis of all material wealth; and as it sup-
ports ail other professions and callings, it is in-
trinsically the parent and superior of them ail.
Let the American farmer's wife ntver cease to
toach her sons, that though other callings may be
more lucrative, yet there is none so true and so
safe as that of the farrmer,-let ber teach lier
daughters that, fascinating and brilliant ns many
other positions appear outwardly, there is none
with so much intrinsic satisfaction as the lie of a
really intelligent proprietor of the soi, and abve
ail, let her show by the spirit of intelligence,
order, neatness, taste, and that beauty ofpro-
priety, vhich is the highest beauty in her home,
that she really knows, understands, and enjoys,
ber posuion as a wife and mother of a farmer 's
family-let us have but a few earnest apostles of
this kind, and the condition and prosperity of the
agfricultural class, intellectually and socially, will
brighten, as the day brightens after the first fow
beams of golden light tinge the easternt horizon.

We are glad ta see and record such signs of
daybreak-in the shape of a recognition of the
low social state which we deplore, and a cry for
reform-which now and then make themseles
heard, here and there, in the country. Major
Patrick-a gentleman whom we have not the
pleasure of knowin<r, though ve most cordially
shake hands with him mentally, has delivered
an address before the Jefferson counity Agricul-
tural Society, in the state of New York, in which
he bas touched vith no ordinary skill, upon this
very topie. The two pictures which follow are
as faithfi .l as those of a Dutch master, and we
hang them up here, conspicuously, in our col-
urans, as being more worthy of study by our far-
mers' families, than any pictures that the " Art
Union" will distribute this year, among ail those
that will be scattered from Maine to Missouri.

"An industrious pair, some twenty or thirty
years ago, commenced the world with strong
hands, stout hearts, robust health, and steady
habits. By the blessing of Heaven their industry
has been rewarded with plenty, and their labours
have been crowned with success. The dense
forest has given place ta stately orchards of fruits,
and fertile fields, and waving meadows, and ver-
dant pastures, covered with evidences of worldly
prospect. Thelog cabin is gone, and in its stead
afair white house, two stories, and a wing vith
kitchen in the rear, flanked by barns, and cribs,
and granaries, and dairy houses.

But take a nearer view. Ha! what means
this mighty crop of unmown thistles bordering
the road. For wiat market is that still miahtier
crop of pigweed, dock and. nettles destinej, that
fills up the space they cal the "garden ?" And
look at those wide, unsightly thickets of elm, and
sumagh,,and briers, and choke-cherry, that mark
the unes of every fence!

Approach the house, built in the rond ta be
convenient, and'save land! Two stories and a
wing, and every blind shut closp as a miser's
fist, without a tree, or shrub, or flower to break
the air of barreness and desolation around it.
There it stands white, glaring and ghastly as a

pyramid of bones in the desert. Mount the un-
frequented door stone, grown over with vile
weeds, and knock till your knuckles are sore,
It is a beautiful moonlight October evening; and
as you stand upon that %tone. a ringing laugh
cornes from the rear, and satisties yon that some-
body lies there. Pass now around to the tear;
but hold your nose when you come within range
of the piggery, and have a care that you don'&
get swamped in the neighbourhood of the sin k
spout. Enter the kitcheoi. Ha! here they are
ail alive, and bere they live ail together. The
kitchen is the kitchen, the dining-room, the sit-
tin-room, the rcom of ail work. Here father sits
with his bat on and in his shirt sleeves. Around
him are lis boys and hired men, some with bats
and some ivîth .coats, and some with neither.
The boys are busy shelling corn for samp ; the
hired men are scraping whipstocks and whittling
bow pins, throwin every now and then a sheep's
eye and a jest at t e girls, who, with their mother,
are doing-up the house-work. The youniger fry
are building cob-houses, parching corn, and burnu-
ing thoir fingers. Not a book is to be seen
though the winter school has.commenced, and
the master is going to board there. Prvacy is a
word of unknown ineaning in that farr.ily ; and if
a son or daughter should borrow a book, it would
be almost impossible to read it in that room; and
on no occasion is the front bouse opened, except
when "company come ta spend the afternoon,"
or when things are brushed and dusted, and "set
ta rights."

Yet these are as honest, as worthy, and kind-
hearted people as you will find anywhere, and are-
studying out some way of getting their younger
children into a botter position than they them-
selves occupy. They are in easy circumstances,
owe nothing, and have money loaned on bond
and mortgage. After much consultation, a son
is placed at school that he may be fitted ta go
into a store, or possibly an office, ta study a pro-
fession; and a daughter is sent away ta learn
books, and manners, and gentility. On this son
or daughter, or both, the hard earnings of years
are lavished ; and tltey aie reared up in the
belief that whatever smacks of the country, is
vulgar-that ihe farmer is necessarily ill bred,
and his calling ignoble.

Now, will any one say that this pieture is over-
drawn? I think not. But let us see if there is
not a ready way ta change the whole expression
and character of the picture, almost without cost
or trouble. I would point out an easier, happier,
and more economical way of educating those
children, far more thoroughly, while at the same
time the minds of the parents are expanded, and
tbey are prepared ta enjoy, in the society of their
ëducated children, te fruits of their own early
industry.

And first: let the front part of that house be
thrown open, and the most convenient, agreeable,
and pleasant room in it, be selected as the family
room. Let its doors be ever open and when the
work of the kitchen is completed, Ïet mothers and
daughters be found i4ere, with their appropriate
work. Let it be the ram where the family altai
is erected, on which the father offers the moruing
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