fMISCELLANY.

43

— T

HOW TO MISMANAGE A GARDEN,

From a series of chapters in London Agricultural
Gazette, on the above named subject, we select the
following sarcastic directions as adopted by the mis-
manager in the use and application of water :—

Water is not an uncommon source of piofit to the
mismanager. It is quite aston:shing, indeed, how
easily this element may be made to assist in spoiling a
garden.

Foolish people say that it is a part of the food by
which plants exist, and it requiies to be administered
with care, skill, and discretivn.  But your gemuses are
not to be bamboozled by fine names, or what the world
helieves to be authority. They know better. How,
indeed, can anything be fed on water 3  Can a man, or
a horse, or a sheep? LEven a godse on a common
won't live on water, but must have grass. How,
then, shou!d a plant 7 "The opinion of the mismanager
is decidedly that water is of no other use than to mois-
ten the soil, and therefore, he kecps his soil as wet as
he can.

He has also his own ways of applying it. When
he waters the plants iu his borders, he gives them “just
a sprinkle,” by holding the watering can high, and
allowing the dvops to dash on the grourd “ qu.te natu-
ral like.” By vepeating this operation once a-day, he
will by degrees bring his ground to a nice hard suface,
50 as to keep in the heat, and be easily raked. 1t is
true that hard, hot ground is not favorable to the ad-
mission of water ; but, then, it has the advantage of
looking well ; and besides, i{ water is poured on it,
somewhere or other it must go, and it will be snre to
to find its way to the roots—if it does not find its way
to the gravel walks or a neighboring ditch.

In like manner, if plants are in pots, they should e
deluged overhead, from a coarse-rossed watering can.
When you see the water running out of the hole in
the bottom of the pot, you can be under no mistake
that plants have had enough. 1t is true a good deal of
soil and other matters ran out of the pot along with the
water ; but thatis of no consequence ; there is the more
room in the pot for afurther supply of wat r, It is
true that little or no water remains in the p 1, the ball
of carth being too hard to receive it; but (-at also is
of no importance, because it is so casy to water it
again.,

Some people, on the other hand, snak their potted

Elants very gently, and when the ball of earth has ta-
ten all it_can, they then remove it cavefully from the
water. But that is troublesome, takes up a great deal
of time, slops a man’s legs, and is merely a fancy of
follss who pretend to be wiser than their neighbors.

Angther method to be particu'arly recommended, is,
to water trees in the open ground, by pouring down
water at the foot of the stem, The man who has geni-
us for mismanageinent knaws the advantage of that,—
Water is to moisten roots ; the higgest roots at the foot
of the stem; therefore water should be applied to the
foot of the stem, It must be owned that the advantage
of the practice is not apparent, unless a heavy storm of
rain should full immediateiy afterwards; but as the
reasoning is corrgot the practice wust be right,

It will be evident that the plans of the mismanager
are far move judicious than those of the man who con-
trives to irrigate his beds by turning a gentle stream
over them, Ifit were only because so much labor is
saved by irrigation, such a Frenchificd way oughi nev-
e ta he adopted, It is just as absurd as that plan of
warming water in lanks artificially heated or exposed
10 the sun, before using it.  Who would drink luke-

warm flat water, if he could get fresh and cold from a
deep well ; and why should a plant like it? As to
warming it by hot-water pipes, that is about the silliest
scheme of the modern pretenders to a knowledge of
gurdening A laboring man might as soon think of
washing his face and hands in warm water. Besidesy
plants cannot feel. If ot ask our friend, the genius,
whethe- he does not think that warm water tvould
agree better than cold with 2 laborer in a violent per-
spiration, or who had been stewing all day in a hot-
house, he triumphantly enquires whether a plant is a
man. It may be true that tropical plants come from
countries where cold water is unknown ; parhaps they
do; perhaps they don’t. At any rate the mismanager
will teach them how to bear it; and it cannot be de-
nied that to harden plants is an object with all real gar-
deners.

Never have a syringe? It only throws water on
leaves; but where is the advantage of moistening
leaves. Even if plants did feed on water, they would
not feed by their leaves. You might as well put a
man's roast beef under his arm pit and expect him to
fatten by it. Still mote repugnant to all the mismana-
ger’s ideas is the foolish habit of syringing the walls
and brick paths of a greenhouse. ~ What is the use of
that 1 What good can it do a plant to thyow water on
a brick wall not within a yard of it 2 No, no; keep
the footpaths dry and nice” to walk upon; keep the
walls dry too—(if you do not they are very likely to be
covered with ¢ green,”) and then you will make things
comfortable. 1f you do employ a syringe be suro 10
use it most when  vines are in flower, and afterwards
when they are in fruit; and in the greenhouse, first
when the flowers are opening, and next when the wood
is ripening. When they are making their growth it is
of no consequence.

Boxes a8 Maxure.~~The use of bones as manure
was commenced in England, about 1776. It was then
coramon to apply from 60 to 70 and even 100 bushels
to the acre—they being coarsely broken by hammers.
Experience has proved. however, that so large aquan-
tity does not produce effects in proportion, aud 10 to 12
bushels are now thought to be suflicient in most cases.
‘The annual value of bones used in Englund for manure,
is estimated at £380.000 or $4,400,000.

ProspHaTE oF LiMe.—We learn from Dr. E. En-
moxs that an inexhaustable supply of this aticle has
been discovered on the west shore of Lake Champlain,
at Crown Point. A considerable quantity of it was
quarried last autumn, some of which _has heen exam-
ined by Dr. E., and alsd by Prof. Norroxn: and has
been found to contain from four to five per cent of
phosphate, It may be prepared for use as manure,
either by being ground in a ngill, after the mannes of
grinding plaster, o it ay be burnt, like lime., Itis
harder than plaster,, and would require more foree in
pulverizing, When burnt, it readily falls to powder,

It will be recollected that the use of phosphate of
lime has been attended with highly favorable results in
some parts of Europe, particularly on old pasture
grounds, and such as have Leen much devoted to grain
crops, which have been exhausted of their phosphates.
We trust that accurate trials of this article will be made
the coming season, in comparison with bones and other
manures, for various crops and on vaiious soils, and
that the results will be given to the public. Far-
mers will then have some criterion by which they
may determine its relative value, and the expediency
of purchasing it as a manwre.—Cwlliva’or,



