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PREFACE:. ooy

TIIE generosity already manifested by the public m so ex-
ten<i ely snhserabing to a work of the merits of which, nothmng
was2l rn wherehy to form an estimate, at the same time that it
mdicates a favourable impression towards the author, which can
not but be highly gratifymg, renders doubly pamnful the con-
scionsness, that she has nothmg to offer more worthy of the exci-
ted expectations 1t however encourages her to hope, that a cor-
responding liberality will be exerted 1n extenuation of 1ts demer~
its It hasbeen observed, “That for a man of rank and for tune to
write verses at all 1s some meri{"—and,consequently,exempts him
from a portion of that severity which they must expect w ho write
only for bread, and who have no other claim to notice but their
talents to please the public —The author begs leave to request
from her judge: of the opposite sex,whose strictures <he has most
reason to dread, that they will, out of pure gallantry, extend the
<ame exemption toanother species of the Seribbling Tribe, which
for many reasons 1s equally deserving of the claim, and allow=——
“That 1t 1s some mertt also, for a female to write verses at all »

Having 1ead and admired much good poetry 1n her lifetime,
the author 1s competent to appieciate the merit of her own at-
tempts. and conse juently aware, that they cannot ecape the lash
of citiwsm  She has voluntarily subjected herself to the o1deal
of public opinion, and, as the only alternative, 1t behoves her to
submit to1t with the best possible grace If there be any, (tho’
the author 1s very unwilling to indulge the suspieiel) whv nave
placed their names for the purpose of mndulgmg their own acute-
ness of judgemexnt, at the expence of Ler mmprudence, she will on-
ly say to them i the words of a much greater poet than herself
¢ Qu’on me eritique, mais qu'on me Lse,” and then st down, o<
1o, v(lecs of then: <dmomt.ons as ummnceased by tneir muhigmits



