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Company had thus negieded the improvement

of their own trade, and difcouraged a more

extenfive one by induftrioufly preventing people
from fettling about the Bay, and improving the

lands and fifieries there, they had not taken

care to check the incroachments of the French,
who- are daily increafing and extending their

Fur-trade within land to the fouth-weftward

and weftward of the bay, among the lakes and

near the fources of the feveral rivers upon which

the Company have made fettlements. The

chief trading chies and towns of Great Britain,
therefore, from a juif concern for -their own

intereft ard the interef oftheir country, which
are infeparably united, in the year 1749 peti-

tioned the parliament againif the Company's
charter.

To fupport the allegations contained in thefe

petitions, feveral perfons were examined before

a committee of the honourable houfe of com-
mons appointed to enquire into the fate and con-

dition of the countries about Hudfon's-Bay, and

the trade carried on there. Of thefe I was one:
but for want of confidence, and an abiiity to
exprefs myfelf clearly, the- account I then gave
was far from being fo exact and full as that
which I intended to have given. And, indeed,
it is impoffible, from all the accounts united,
to form a juif idea, either of the countries
about Hudfon's-Bay, or the Company's ma'-
nagement of the trade: I arm acquainted with
feveral of the witneffes, and know that they
omited upon their examination many impor-

tant


