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SEVERAL TALKED
10 BILL MINER

Minister of Justice Makes Fur-
ther Reference to Prison
Escapade

ST. JOHN DREDGE AFFAIR

House of Common
Remedies for
Crossing

Ottawa, Feb, 17.—More was heard in
the House of Commons today of the
escape of Bill Miner from the B. C.
penitentiary. In answer to a series
of questions put by Mr. Meighen, of
Portage la Prairie, Hon. Mr. Ayles-
worth gave details of the interviews
different persons had with Miner while
he was a prisoner in the pen. Those
who saw him were A. B, Mclntyre, of
Ksmloops, who defended at his trial;
J, H. Stanton, of Portland, Ore.; R.
E. Bullick, of Vancouver; C. R. Mur-
ray, of Victoria; Chief Constable Mc-
Intosh and Detective Sergeant Wilson,
of New Westminster. All these inter-
views took place in the presence ‘of one
or mse of the penitentiapy officials,
including either the warden or deputy
warden. The officials acted on their
own respousibility, as no authority had
been given for the interviews by the
department of justice.

The regulations authorized members
of a convict's family to visit him at
regular intervals, but for other per-
sons permission of the minister of
justice had to be obtained. At the in-
vestigation Bullick had stated that
Miner had told him that if he gave
information of the hiding place of the
missing bonds he ‘would be pardoned.

It was then that the ?&rm’pnt made
inquiries and learned of the interviews |
having been ‘held.
were not in the pay of
It was understood that.
question were ¥alued &t
pounds sterling, ‘bul

of Miner x;ﬁ-liepl Wm :

d" that no steps were-to
be taken to recover the $35,000 which
McAvity séeured as his share of the
dredgihg contract. The minister ex-
plained that the first tender of Mayes
had not been accepted because the
contract called for the work being
done with Canadian dredgés. The
lowest price for Canadian tenders was
$1.25. The government thereupon
called for new tenders,
tendered at 55 cents, the other being
at $1. Mayes was awarded the tender,
the restriction compelling the employ-
ment of Canadian dredges having been
eliminated when the tenders were
called for. The minister added that
“Any person of ordinary business
knowledge, without having a legal
training, would know that no right of
action would exist to recover any por-
tion ‘of the money paid under the con-
tract so awarded.”

The remainder of the session was
taken up with discussion of the level
crossings question. Mr. Graham
rather frankly admitted that the gov-
ernment was in somewhat of a quan-
dary on the question. The government
admitted the mnecessity of providing
some additional safeguards for the
public at level ¢rossings; but there were
a number of difficuities in the way,
and these could only be cleared away
by the concerted action of the federal,
provincial, municipal and railway au-
thorities. The minister, while not
promising that legislation would be
brought down this session, declared
that a bill might be introduced which
he hoped would deal equitably with all
the parties concerned.

Mr. Lennox suggested that repre-
sentatives of municipalities interested
should be called to Ottawa and an
expression of their views secured, de-
tails gathered and competént men sent
to report on the crossings existing.

DIED FROM EXPOSURE

Arthur, Son of John Flewin, of Port
Simpson, Perishes as Result of
Boat Capsizing

Port Simpson, Feb. 15.—A sad acci-
dent occurred on Friday, when Arthur
Flewin and Walter Brentensen, aged
15 and 18 respectively, while coming
across the harbor with a boatload of
wood, ecapsized about a mile from shore
and a mile and a half from here. The
boat was heavily loaded, the weather
bitterly cold and rough. The boat
turned over three times. Walter
climbed on the upturned boat and held
his companion, who was badly bur-
dened owing to the heavy miner's
boots and clothes he was wearing.
They thus drifted ashore. Walter was
dragging Arthur out of the water
when help arrived. In. a few minutes
a doctor, a nurse and a crowd were at
the spot with Dblankets and restora-
tives., All efforts to resuscitate Ar-
thur failed. Walter is well, consider-
ing the awful exposure, but complete-
ly broken down at the death of his
companion. Arthur Flewin was the
fifth son of Mr. and Mrs. John Flewin.

Arthur Flewin, the boy referred to
was the grandson of the late John
Flewin, a pioneer of this city, well
known in Victoria. He dled ten years
ago, some five years after the father
of the young boy, whose death is re-
corded left the city. The grandfather
arrived in Victoria 55 years ago and
entered the employ of the Hudson Bay
Company. He lived alongside St. Ann's
convent, where was located what was
known as the Flewin gardens.

Barrie, Ont,, Feb. 16th.—Rev. W. E.
f?ertall Heiney, vicar of Trinity Church
here, has been called to St. Luke's

Church, Winnipegy He will likely
accept,

,_Fﬁult Lumber Company, of
*dwﬁnz &Aber Compan
: | 'which gives it the control of a large

and Mayes |,

TURKEY’S TROUBLES

New Government Left Without Ser-
vices of Nazim Pasha—Outlook
Not Favorable

London, Feb. 17—A despatch to the
Times from Constantinople says that
the refusal of Nazim Pasha to return
to his command in Adrianople or ac-
cept any post in the new government
is a serious blow. In addition to the
prestige of his name, he would have
greatly strengthened the new minis-
try. It is known that the opinion of
the officers and men of the second
army corps, of which Nazim Pasha
was commander prior to being ap-
pointed minister of war by Kiamil
Pasha, from which office he was al-
most immediately removed by the
Grand Vizier, is by no means unani-

s retention of their
commander at the war office.-Although
says the despatch, the outlook “is not
very reassuring, it is becoming ob-
vious that the committee of union and
progress must themselves assume the
reins of power or withdraw and al-
low the supposed government to be-
come also the real government.

North Vancouver Ferry
Vancouver, Feb. 17—}t is probable
that the North Vancouver ferry sys-
tem, established many years ago_ on
Burrard inlet, will shortly be taken
over as a municipal undertaking by
the city of North Vancouver.

Great Northern Train Derailed.

Gretna, Man., Feb. 16.—The Great
Northern fiyer from St. Paul to Win-
nipeg was derailed at Ardock, N. D.,
today. The pmssengers were badly
shaken up, but none were seriously
injured. ’

Vancouver to Pay Damages

Vancouver, Feb. 17.—W. A. Mec-
Phalen, locomotive engineer, was today
awarded damages of $3.600 by the jury
In ghis suit against the city. Me-
Ph#len tripped on a faulty sidewalk
and had one eye put out by hitting
a spike.

Controlling Lumber Business.
Moose Jaw, Sask., Feb. 17. — The
Moose
the Independent

part of the lumbgr Bbusiness of Sas-

U, S. Steel Corporation to Es-

tablish Two Furnaces in
Heroult System

New York, Feb. 17.—The Iron -Age
will say tomorrow: “The United States
Steel corporation has decided to intro-
duce the Heroult electric furnace and
steel process, after its engineers have
made a close study of the subject,
extending over two years, #nd have
made a number of visits to the locali-
ties abroad where electric furnaces and
methods are in operation. The out-
come of these investigations is that it
has been decided to put up one 15 ton
Heroult furnace at the South Chicago
works of the Illinois Steel company,
and one 15 ton furnace at the Wash-
purn and Moen plant, at Worcester,
of the American Steel and Wire com-

any.

% “he United States Steel Corporation
will therefore, be the pioneers in in-
troducing electric refining both in the
manufacture of tonnage products, like
rails, and special steel for the wire in-
dustry.

“The quality of rails has been a
burning subject in recent years, and
the plan of producing what will be
the equivalent of tool steel quality is
one which raises high hopes for the
future. Plans for the two plants are
now being drawn, and construction will
be rushed so that both will be in oper-
ation before the early  summer.”

LUMBER ENTERPRISE

Five Miles of Railway to -Be Built to
Gain Access to Limits at Gor-
don Pasha Lakes

vancouver, Feb. 17—To open up an
extensive acreage of some of the finest
crown-granted fir limits in British Co-
lumbia, Messrs. Macdonald and Gzow-
ski, engineers and contractors, will
build five miles of railway from salt
water to Gordon Pasha lakes, the con-
tract for construction having been
awarded today by the Brooks-Scanlon-
O’Brient company, owners of the rich
timber areas.

The holdings of the Brooks-Scanlon-
O'Brien company in this district are
all tributary to Gordon Pasha lakes,
which means. that the logs will be
placed in the lakes and floated down
to the upper end of the railway line,
where they will be loaded on cars and
hauled to tidewater booming grounds.

While it is not the intention of the
company’ at the present time to do
more than sell logs on the market, it
is proposed to ultimately erect a mam-
moth sawmill, where the logs will be
manufacture@ for Canadian and ex-
port trade. Besides its holdings at
Gordon Pasha lakes, the company owns
some exceedingly large areas of the
finest grade of fir timber on the Lilloo-
et river.

The railway to be built by Macdon-
ald, Gzowski and company will start
at Stillwater bay, formerly known as
Scow bay, situated on the mainland
a few miles north of Jervis inlet.

Dr. W. W. Ogden 1li
Toronto, Feb. 17.—~Dr. W. W. Ogden,
who was chairman of the board. of
education last year, is critically ill.

Died While at Prayer %
Chatham, N.B., Feb.. 17—James Mills
59 years old, was stricken with’ heart
failure while kneeling in prayer at his
bedside last night. A neighbor found

him dead in tbat position this morn-

‘ing.
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ALLEGED LIBEL
O GOVERNMENT

Warrants Issued for Arrest of
New York and. Indianapo-
lis Editors

PANAMA CANAL [NCIDENT
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“President and Others

‘Washington, Feb. 17.—Bench war-
rants were issued late today for the
arrest of Joseph Pulitzer, Caleb Van-
hamm, and- Robert Lyon of New York,
proprietor and editors of the New
York World, and for Delavan Smith
and Charles R. Willlams, owners of
the Indianapolis News, for criminal
libel in comnection with the Panama
Canal purchase from the French own-
ers.

The indictments on which the war-
rants were based were returned today
by the United States grand jury sit-
ting in this city, and the warrants
were issued later by the clerk of cri-
minal court number one. The ;jwar-
rants are directed against &If five of
the defendants. The sSummons re-
quires the corporate defendant (the
Press Publishing Company, of New
York) to appear in court forthwith
under the indictment. District Attor-
ney Baker probably will not send the
copies of the Bench warrant8‘and the
certified copies of the indictment to
New York or Indianapolis for a' day
or two. They were placed late today
in the hands of the United BStates
marshal here, and he will\ proceed
with them in accordance W the di-
rections of Mr. Baker.

Theodore Roosevelt, Wm, H. Taft,
Elihu Root, .J. P. Morgan, Chas. P.
Taft, Douglas Robinson and Wm. Nel-
son Cromwell are named in the indict-
ment as the persons alleged to have
been viliified by the stories appearing
in the two newspapers. Coples of the
Summao; and of the indictment were
served this evening on the Press Pub-
lishing /Company by  service on Otto

arm el, its agent in this jurisdic-

#The counter copies will-be filed

itk United States Commissioner Jobn

4n’ New York, who will 8«
sue WY “for the “the

e WA
will be brought -before him to show
causé why they should not be extra-
dicted to this jurisdiction for trial. .

“The indictment of the, New York
World and the Indianapolis News is
not an indictment of the press of the
United States, as they would like  to
have it appear,” sai¢ Mr. Cromwell,
“but a part of the press of the coun-
try.” I am in full favor,” he continu-
ed, “of a free and unmuzzled press.”

The indictments against all the par-
ties are substantially identical, and are
very elaborate, setting out a complete
history of the transactions by which
the United States acquired title to the
Panama Canal property from the
French company. Extensive quota-
tions from news articles and editorials
published both by the New York Her-
ald and the Indianapolis News, are
given in the indictments, In addition,
they contain the unusual feature of
photographic likenesses which have
figured in the stories and the re-pro-
duction of a cartoon which appeared
in the Indianapolis News, repwésenting
Norman E. Mack digging'up evidence
in the Canal zone against Cromwell,
Chas. P. Taft and J. P. Morgan, who
are represented as overlooking . the
operation.

The World pictures of Chas. P. Taft,
Douglas Robinson and Willjam Nelson
Cromwell published in conneetion with
the story “about the great Panama
Canal deal,” are reproduced in the in-
dictment against that paper. In both
indictments the sgcond count charges
that the publications ‘‘unlawfully and
maliciously” were intended to villify
the said Chas. P. Taft, the said Nel-
son Cromwell and the said J. P. Mor-
gan, and to bring them and each of
them into public scandal, contempt, ri-
dicule, Infamy and disgrace. It is al-
leged in this indictment against the
Indianapolis News that the paper,
through its editors and proprietor,
“ynlawfully and maliciously” contriv-
ed and intended to villify and defame
the said Theodore Roosevelt, President
of the United States, the said J. P.
Morgan, the said Chas. P. Taft, the
said Douglas Robinson, and the said
Nelson Cromwell, and to bring them
into public scandal, contempt, ridicule,
infamy and disgrace.

GRAND TRUNK LOSES
ITS GASE ON APPEAL

Privy Council Holds That Third
Class Fare Section is Still
in Force

London, Feb. 17.—The case of Rob-
ertson vs. the Grand Trunk railway,
to compel the Grand Trunk to grant
a two cent a miile third class passenger
rate between Montreal and Tordnto,
after running through the -Canadian
courts, has been decided by the privy
council in favor of the plaintiff. Rob-
ertson.

Lord Loreburn in delivering judg-
' ment said the section of the .charter
imposing third class fares on the com-
pany was still in force. The whole
question was whether the section was
inconsistent with the new railway
act of Canada. He held that it was
not.  He also held that the privy coun-
cil could not decide whether or not the
gsection was upon the statutes by
desire or because it was overlooked.

The company’s appeal was accord-

ingly dismissed with costs.
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‘to the changeable weather of the past

4 cation is in no bettér condition,

SILVER IN ONTARIO

Mackenzie and Mann Get Control of
Many Claims and Will Build C.
N. R. For Development

Toronto, Feb. 16.—Mackenzie and
Mann’s mining engineers report that
silver deposits exist in paying quanti-
ties all the way from Cobalt to the
head of Silver islet, off Fort William.
They have secured many claims and
purpose working them. That is one
reason why the C. N, R. construction
will be pushed rapidly this summer.

|

Inca Remains in Peru
; Lima, Peru, Féb, 16.—~Prof. Hiram
Burgham, of Yale university, who is in
southern Peru on a trip of historical
research, writes that he Bas made dis-

O

Planks on Crossings.

Ottawa, Feb, 18.—The railway com-
mission has issued an order forbidding
railway companies to remove the
planking from highway crossings in
winter time.” In case of farm cross-
ings on lines where snow ploughs are
used, the planking between the rails
may be removed. If the crossing is not
used all the planks may be taken up,
on condition that they are replaced
in the spring.

Western Land Deal in Court.

St. John, N.: B.; Feb. 16.—Judge
Barker in the equity court today gave
judgment for defemdants in the case
of A. B. Pugsley.against G. W. Fowler,
R. H. Pope .and . others, in which
Pugsley claimed one-twentieth share
of the profits in a western land deal.
The contention of defendants was that
the $200 which  Pugsley paid in was
used for location and valuation pur-
poses, and that when he was asked
to pay more and become an actual
member of the syndicate he withdrew.

Niagara Peach Crop Destroyed
St. Catharines,” ©Ont., Feb. 15.—Ac-
cording to leading fruit growers, the
outlook for the iagara .peach crop
this year is very poor. This is due

two weeks, & cold snap baving follow-
ed a period of mild weather. Accord-
ing to one grower, fully ninety per
cent of the crop has already been de-
stroyed, and it is asserted that should
the temperature.fall to-fifteen below
zero before the eoming* spring, the
entire crop ‘will ‘be lost.

THIRTY
A Sailing Ship and - ‘Steamer
Founder' After Crash in
Mediterranean

LIVES 10T

e

Alglers, Feb. 156.—Thirty lives were
lost when an unknown sailing vessel
rammed the Belgian steamer Australia
during a storm on February 12th, near
Alboran island, in the Mediterranean,
a hundred miles from Gibraltar, and
both vessels foundered. Of this num-
ber, fourteen men were on the sailing
vessel and sixteen from the Australia.
Ten members of the crew of the Aus-
tralia who had put off from that ves-
gel in a small boat, were picked up
by the German steamer Liberia, and
brought in here today.
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STORM KING RULES
IN EASTERN STATES

Sleet, Snow and Wind Break
Wires and Block Rail-
roads

New York, Feb. 16.—The entire
northeastern section of the TUnited
States, from the Mississippi river to
the Atlantic seaboard, was in the grip
of a severe storm today. Heavy falls
of sleet and snow, accompanied by icy
winds on the northern part of this
territory, greatly hampered all means
of transportation and communication.
Miles of telepRone and telegraph wires
were down between New York and
Chicago, and throughout New York
and New England a snow blockade
prevailed. The storm centre is moving
slowly eastward, and clearing weather
was promised throughout the east on
Wednesday. West of Chicago condi-
tions are already improving.

Syracuse, N.Y., Feb. 16.—The heavi-
est fall of sleet within the recollection
of the, oldest inhabitants has occur-
red in Syracuse during .the past 24
hours. Telegraph and telephone wires
were cut at hundreds of places and
transportation generally is interrupted.

Rochester, N.Y., Feb. 16.—From 1.30
o’clock Sunday noon until tonight sleet
has been falling, and there now. lies
on the ground more than four inches
of froZen particles, resembling sand
and salt, equivalent, it is estimated, to
an ordipary snowfall:of mere than fif-
teen inches. - ke

Buffalo, Feb. 16.—An even foot of
snow has fallen in Buffalo’ and west-
ern New York between Sunday and
sundown tonight. The greater part of
it was in the form of fine hail, which
piled up to a -<depth of seven inches,
] Was gs shifty as; cksand. Streets
%tum nkle ‘deep 't the tiny slippery
particles  of “ice, which ordinary
methods utterly failed to clear. Tele-
graph' communication between New
York and Buffalo was very uncer-
tain, local - brokers being without
wires all day.

Schnectady, N.Y.,, Feb. 16.—The
storm . situation west of this city is
steadily gro’ " more- serious.
Gloversville and & Fulls are re-
ported absolutely isdlated from com-
munication by wire. Neither the West-
ern ‘Union nor the Postal Telegraph
company has a wire working west of
this ¢ity, and the telephone communi-

WALL OF FIRE
HENS IN GROWD

People in Acapulco Theatre
Caught Without Chance
of Escape

CRUSHED BENEATH ROOF

Mexico City, Feb. 16.—Late des-
patches from Acapulco, where the
Flores theatre was burned on Sunday
night, when the structure was crowd-
ed at a gala performance given in hon-
or of Governor Damian, bring vary-
ing estimates of the loss of life from
the holocaust. They agree in declar-
ing, however, that the dead will exceed
ggg, while some place the figures at

Most of the dead were charred and
burned beyond recognition, so that it
will take probably several days to se-
cure an accurate list of the victims.

Acapulco I8 in mourning over the
catastrophe. All business in the city
has ceased;’th& shops having closed,
and - the peéple are crowding the
churches, where masses are being
cclebrated throughout the state of
Guerrero and at Mexico City for the
sufferers.

The fire, which spread with incred-
ible rapidity through the immense
wooden and adobe structure, was due
to the carelessness and inexperience
of the operator of the moving picture
machine. There was an explosion, a
burst of flames, which communicated
to the bunting used for decorative
purposes, and in a few minutes the en-
time structure was 4 mass of fire. The
flames started practically over the
main entrance. The exits were all in
the front part of the building, which
was almost immediately turned into
a wall of fire, so that the people were
trapped in the burning building. The
people in a frenzied panic tried to run
the gauntlet of flames, but where one
escaped, scores of others perished. As
nearly always in catastrophés of this
kind, the women and:-¢hildren suffered

o e i e o o

bodies from which legs and arms have:
been burned, together with many dis-
membered limbs, have been taken from
the ruins, and as there was no chance
of identification the remains have all
been buried in a common trench by the
municipal authorities.

The greatest-loss of life was occa-
sioned, according to survivors, by the
fall of the roof, which crashed down
on the entrapped people in what seem-
ed an incredibly short time after the
‘blaze was discovered. Previous to this
the entrapped people had fought like
demons, striking down women and
children in their efforts to escape. The
falling of the roof, however, stilled
the screams of the panic-stricken
audience.

The firemen and the crowds on the
outside who had been attracted to
the scene could do nothing to help
the people in the burning building, and
were compelled to stand helpless and
watch tHe theatre ,with its human con-
tents, burn. After the first five or ten
minutes there. were no cries heard; and
there was no nolse save that made by
the spurting and crackling flames.

Latest reports indicate that no Am-
ericans lost their lives, although
earlier despatches had said that sev-
eral were killed. The American con-
sul, Mr. Moorehead, had been invited
to the performance, but. pressing
business made it impossible for him
to attend, and this probably saved
his life. Many of those who escaped
were injured in the panic or severely
burned ,and many of the.houses near
the scene were transformed into hos-
pitals to take care of these people.

Fire in Toronto
Toronto, Feb, 15.—Fire broke out
early this morning and destroyed the
upper stories and roofs of four houses
on Sydenham Street. Five families
were rendered homeless. Loss $4,5600.

Scottish Bankers Arrested

Montreal, Feb. 15.—Private cables
from Glasgow, Scotland, say that a
big sensation has been created there
by the arrest of the manager and di-
rectors of the Mutual Bank on charges
of alleged fraud and imposition, com-
mitted between 1902 and 1909.

MURDERGUS ATTACK
MADE UPON WOMEN

An Imitator of Jack the Ripper
Abroad in the German
Capital

Berlin, Feb. 15.~Five more attacks
were made upon women late this af-
ternoon and evening in the eastern
suburbs, which brought the day’s to-
tal up to seven and the aggregate to
twenty since the beginning of these
vicious assaults a few days ago. One
of the women was seriously wounded
this afternoon, but the injuries of the
others were slight. Many persons de-
clare that they have seen the criminal,
and the descriptions tally in most
cases, leading the police to the com-
clusion that one man is responsible im
eyery case. Several arrests have been
made.

Halifax, N.S., ¥Feb. 15.—Hon. W. 8.
Fielding arrived from Liverpool yes-
terday. He is highly pleased with the
success of his mission to France and
England.

NANAIMO BAR ROOMS

Hours Are Shortened By New License
Regulation Bylaw—Nanaimo
to Have City Engineer

Nanaimo, Feb. 17.—At the second
reading of the liquor license regulation
by-law in the city council it was
established that hereafter all bar
rooms in the city would be closed at
12 o'clock midnight and all day Sun-
day. This will %e quite a change in
Nanaimo, as hitherto barrooms were
kept open @s long as there was any-
one there to be served. Later, how-
ever, hotel men, seeing some move
on part of the council, got together
and ‘agreed to close their bars at 1
o'clock . This agreement among them-
selves they had been living up to.

At the city counecil meeting last

tht it was decided that in order

the v jorke.outlined to be

xpeditiously, it would be necessary
to secure the services of a city engin-
eer, to be in the permanent employ of
the city. Applications will be called
for immediately.

Smallpox on Cruiser
Halifax, Feb. 17.—Seven of the crew
of the Dominion cruiser Canada have
been sent to the gquarantine hospital
suffering from smallpox, and the re-
mainder of the crew have been vac-
cinated and confined to the dockyard.

_ Alleged Barbarity
St. Thomas, Ont., Feb. 17.—A young
Englishman was arrested yesterday at
Iona charged with being responsible
for the destruction of Ira Gilbert's
cattle at Fingal by thrusting a sharp
instrument. down thelr throats.

Struck by a Train
8t. John, N. B, Feb. 17.—Jos. Mac-
neil of South Sydney and Walter Mur-
phy of Limerick, Ireland, were struck
by a train on the C. P. R. between Mc-
Adam and Vanceboro last night. Mac-
Neil was killed and Murphy injured.

Four Killed in Wreck
Chicago, Ill.,, Feb. 17.—An official re-
port to the Illinois Central railroad
gives the number of dead in

the injured as twenty. The
wrecked was a local. The accident
was caused by a broken rail. The en-
gine and express car passed over safe-
ly, but the remaining four cars turn-
ed over. A special train with doctors
and nurses left for the Sceme of the
wreck.
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PERSIAN EARTHQUAKE
 KILLED THOUSANDS

"Shocks ‘Récorded “on Janudry

13th Centred in Remote
District

Teheran, Persia, Feb. 17.—News was
received here today showing that the
violent ‘quake recorded on January 13
‘at almost every scientific observatory
in ‘the world where seismographs. are
installed had 1ts location in the pro-
vince of Luristan, ‘western Persia.
Sixty villages in that. district were
wholly or partially destroyed, and the
resultant loss of life is placed at be-
tween 5,000 and 6,000 people.

This information was conveyed in
belated reportsiJust received by the
government.” In the districts of Buru-
kurd and Selahor, in Lauristan pro-
vince, the shocks were of the greatest
violence, and here the heaviest casual-
ties occurred.

Several villages are reported to have
been completely engulfed. The losses
would have been very much greater
were it not for the fact that this dis-
trict is sparsely populated. The desti-

\tute survivors are flocking into the

town of Burukurd, whence appeals for
assistance are now reaching the gov-
ernment. ‘

The peasantry lost all their herds,
and it is esfimated that from 10,000 to
12,000 head of cattle perished.

This is the first accurate location of
the violent. earthquake shock of Jan.
13, it haying been supposed up to to-
day that the disturbanee bad centered
in western Asia, in Asiatic Russia or
even in the waters of the Indian ocean.
The records showed that the tremors
were practically of the same force as
those of December 28 which converted
the coast regions of Sicily and Calabria
into a scene of desolation and ruin.
The shocks in question were recorded
in London, Berlin, Hamburg, Goettin-
gen, Vienna, Stuttgart, ‘Washington,
etc., and even in far off Cape Colony.
The provindg of Luristan is very moun-
tainous and sparsely settled. It is
about 300 miles southwest of Teheran
and the only communication with the
Persian capital is by courier. The
inhabitants are chiefly Bakytyaris, an
oftshoot of the Iranian people.

San Juan, Porto Rico, Feb. 17.—
Heavy earthquakes occurred through-
out the .sland of Porto Rico' at 38
o’clock this morning. The inhabitants
were aw{s-ened by the oscillations, and
their alarm was great. No damage,
however, was done. The vibrations
lasted for at least twenty seconds énd
the movement was from east to west.
The weather today is very stormy.

Smyrna, Feb. 17.—A strong earth-
quaks was registered here this morn-
ing but there was no local damage.
Reports from Phocea and Menemen,
smal tewns lying between 26 and 30
miles north of Smyrna, say that a
dozen houses collapsed. There was not
any loss of life. Y

St. Thomas, D.W.IL, Feb. 17.—A
heavy earthquake shock was ex-
perienced here this morning. No
damage was done.

Judgment in Demurrage Case

London, Ont, Feb. 17.—Judgment
has been given by the railway com-
mission in what is known as the aver-
age demurrage case,” which was
brought to the attention of the board
in the interests of shippers generally
by the Wallaceburg Sugar Co. There
is a regulation in force allowing 48
hours for the unloading of cars. The
shippers asked that when cars are un-
loaded in less than that time, they
ghould be allowed a time credit for
it.  The request was not allowed, on
theground that it might prove a hard-
ship on small shippers, ;

the.
wreck near Carbondale as four and]
train.

BUDGET SPEECH
IN LEI?_I_SMTURE

Minister of, Finance Presents
Estimates for Coming
Year

R ]

THE FACTS AND PROPHECY

Mr. Tatlow Predicts Great In-
‘dustrial and Commercial
Future

P ]

The Minister of Finance brought in
the budget yesterday. According to
the estimates for the fiscal year end-
ing March ‘31, 1910, the receipts of
the province will be $5,948,626.66, and
the estimates also provide for an ex-
penditure of $5,615,789.11.

In dealing with the estimates for
public works throughout the province
the Minister of Finance stated that
this year there could be no critcisms
brought against the government on
the score of partiality to any section
or sectionis of the province, all being
generously dealt with in. the estimates.
¢ In his speech, Mg..Tatlow made an
able defénce of the_financial poliey of
the McBride government. After re-
viewing the steady and phenomenal
increase in the revenue since 1908, he
pointed to the handsome surplus of
the past year, upwards of a ‘million
and a half dollars, as a fitting cul-
mination of this policy put into prac-
tice. The increase, he stated, was
largely derived from the exploitation
of the natural resources of the prov-
ince, notably from lands, timber and
minerals. Whereas in 1904 nearly 30
per cent. of the total revenue came
from income, personal ‘property and
real estate tax, these sources now
constitute only 12 1-2 per cent. of the
revenue.® :

Speaking of the use to which the
large surplus had been put the minis-
ter pointed out that $576,000 of  the
outstanding $600,000' debentures of the
million dollar loan of 1904 had:been
redeenied, leaving only $24,000 out-
;tlau:llng. In ,mdmog _to this $100,000

value of the 3 1-2.Dyking Deben«
tures hag been ‘ the London *
market. for $91,000. ‘part of.the
surplus was-also’ used in underta TR
some of the morve urgent public works .
in-the . provines; ‘that the lagger porsi .
tion was placed ’? thie bank at Inter- §
est. R g 4 ¥ ) ’
Speaking of the estimated:expendi-
ture on public works during the com-
ing year, Mr: Tatlow peointed out.twe
items which. were, he said, more .of
the nature of investments than of the
ordinary expenditures of the govern-
ment. These were the items of $75,~
000 for Point Grey and South Vancou-
ver, and $80,000 for clearing land at
Prince Rupert. Of the expenditure of
$200,000 for sewers and roads at Prince
Rupert, $150,000 would be returned by
the Grand Trunk Pacific with interest
on the cémpletion of the work.

Progress in Agriculture

Leaving - the estimates, Mr. Tatlow
entered into a full report of the work
of the department of agriculture dur-
ing the year. He pointed out a sub-
stantial increase in the dairying, poul-
try-raising, fruit-growing, and general
agricultural industries during the year
and the steadily rising prices to en-
courage the  producers. He pointed
out also that there was no danger of
the market being overstocked with
agricultural produce, as at present the
great proportion: of this produce is
imported fromoufside states and pro-
vinces. Ay ’

The opening of the Panama Canal,
which President Taft of the United
States predicts will take place within
six and possibly in four years was al-
so referred to. The products peculiar
to British Columbia will then have a
quicker way ‘to the Atlantic and teo
the markets of Euraope. It behooved
the people of this province to look
forward to seizing the opportunities
this new route would present.

The fishing, mining and lumber in-
dustries were referred to in their turn.
Mr. Tatlow ‘spoke of the proposed
bureau of forestry, and foreshadowed
legisiation looking to the more ade-
quate protection of the timber of the
province.

A Prophecy

In conclusion he spoke of two ship-
ments of wheat from the ports of the
province since the last session. These
were shipments of Alberta wheat from
Vancouver to Mexico and Europe.
This led Mr. Tatlow to close with a
prophecy.

“When the “A. B. C. Route is es-
tablished,” he said,” for one ship now
used scores will be needed, as well as
hundreds of locomotives and thou-
sands of cars, and lines of elevators
will oecupy the waterfronts of our
harbors. Further, one does not need
to be a prophet to see in the not dis-
tant future big ships yards and steel
works established in which these ships
and locomotives and cars and the rails
on which they run will be. built in
British Columbia, for we have the raw
materials in abundance, and when the
necessity arises, capital will be forth-
coming to exploit them.”

Stuart Henderson (Yale), moved
adjournment of the debate until Mon-
day next.

The budget speech follows:

Mr. Speaker,—“In rising to movse
that you do now leave the chair, I am
again able to congratulate this House
on the satisfactory condition of the
provincial finances, and to inform you
that the balance of ' accounts for the
last fiscal year shows once more a
substantial surplus of revenue over
expenditure, a surplus obtained, I am
glad to say, almost entirely from the
manner in which the national re-
sources of the province are being ap-
preciated and developed and not from
any additions to the direct taxation of
the people. By turning to the public
accounts you will find the total re-

(Continued on Page Two)




