Yo that of

/* to tari a
“than to know that he was able once more to re-

it
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© ex-ntembers, and they
. real evidence of the wide support’ which the

d fgom the ~educated classes’
el A‘;")‘ s s G e

Reform League was held at the
Royal Horticultural Hall, West-
minster. In the absence abroad

president, the chair was taken
by Lord Ridley. Among those
on the platformi were. the Duke
of Somerset, Lord Barrington,

: . Lord Batemdn, Lord Belhaven,
Lord. Euséace Cecil, Lord Cheylesmare, Lord
Daftmonth, Lord Desborough, 1$rd Dormer,
Lord Drogheda, Lord Dunrave&, Lord Essex,
Lord, Heary Fitzgerald, Lord Galway, Lord
Claud Hamilton, Lord Headfort, Loord Hill,
Lord Hood, Lord Hyde, Lord Kinnoull, Lord
Keith of Fyvie, Lord Northesk, ‘Lord Polti-

.. more, Lord Saltoun, Lord Seaton, Lord Teyn-

ham, Lord Wharncliffe, My. Bridgeman, M. P.,
Mr. Austen Chamberlinr, M. P.; Mr." Chaplin,
M. P.; Mr. Jesse Collings, M. P.; Mr. Copart-
hope, M. P.; Mr. C.-C..Craig, M. P.; Sir T. G.
Fardell, M. P.; . Mr. Fell, M. P.; Mr. Fletcher,
M. P.; Mr. L.'Hardy, M: P.; Mr. Calude Hay,
M. P.; Mr. Hills, M. P.; M{. Hunt, ‘M. P.;
Colonel Kenyson-Slaney, ' M. P.; 8ir nry
Kimber, M."P.: Mr. Bonar Law, M. P.; C6l-
onel Lockwood, M. P.;" Colonel McCalmeont,
M. P.; My. J. F. Mason, M. P.; Captdin Morri-
son-Bell, M. P.; Sir P: A. Muntz, M. P.; Mr. S.
Roberts, M. P.; Colonel Sandys, M. P.; Sir A.
Sassoon, M. P.; Sir Howard Vincent, M. P.;
Colonel Warde, M. P.; Captain Clive, M. P,

and numerous other ‘prominent ‘supporters of-

the ;movement, with Mr. T. W. A. Bagley, sed-
retary.  Mr. Austen Chamberlain was accord-
ed’an enthusiastic reception ' upon taking his
seat on the platform, says the London Times:
At the instance of the chairman, it was de-
cided to send a telegram to Mr. Edward Gould-
ing, the chairman of the organization commit-
tee, expressing the confident hope that Wor-

cester would “go ofie better than Mid Devon- -d

and Hereford.” CT
_ Mr. Chamberlain
Mr. Chamberlain sent the following letter,
the reading of which created loud applause:—
¥ Dear Mr. Bagley,—I thank you for your
letter and the copy of therreport enclosed. ' I
congratulate you, heartily upon the progress
that.you are making, which I have  followed
with very’ great interest during my illness. « T
regret that I caifnot at present take my share
‘in the work, but I am encouragéd tosee that
my enforced absence from yout active proceed-
ings has not told agaifist you in'any way, but
. that your ‘committee work and active/propa’
ganda ‘in the country have been equally suc-
cessfil during the last year or two. ' I'réjgice
cspecially at tht evidence of your work that is
given bv thie:late elections of Mid Devon and
Sotith Herefotd: * ¥ do'nbt'doubt that a’general
clection at which tariff feform - would Be’ the
chief issue would show a very different result
the Jast contest. .
4 remain; yours traly, s
: e Lot el CHAMBEREAIN, ¢
- Mr. Chaplin, M. P., ‘moved the “following
resolution i—*“Tliat this meeting ~rejoices. to
hear of the improvement in Mr. Chamberlain’s

health. It 10oks forward to the time when he”

g HE annual meeting of\th;v Tariif :

of the Duke of Sutherland, the™

‘than that; say that the progress which

T Ty,

of the commiunity. Many of  them  had ‘sup-<
ported the league by active work and by sub-
scriptions. He took that opportunity of ob-
serving that in view of the enormous demands
being made’ upon the staff of the league, both
in its organization and on its literary side, it
would be absolutely essential’ to-have an in-

crease in the staff, and especially in‘view of the .

appeal for £50,000 which the Free; Trade
'League were making, in their alarm at” their
progress, it would be ‘necessary ' to appeal for
stbscriptions-to those who had " not - hitherto
aided them, The increase :of work: and ' re-
sponsibility was heavy, but it was materially
lightened by the support which the list of vice-
presidents proved, and also by the loyal and
unselfish help given:to-the league by all sorts
and conditions of men who had :never spared
themselves when asked;to help. After acknow-
ledging the unselfish devotion to work shown
by the staff, he said that in its inception . the
league as.an . organization, = independent- of
party, had to contend, not only. with the ani-
mosity of.its opponents, but also with the aga-
thy of its friends, and sometimes withiscarcely
veiled ‘opposition from those who should fave
been its friends. Notwithstanding these diffi-
culties, the league had/ steadily = pursued its
policy of educating the country in its. princi-
ples, and day by day that apathy and that hos-
tility had lessened until now, ~although the
league had remained and must remain a non-
party organization, it.could claim that its main
principles had not only been ' accepted by the
leader and the organization of one of the main
parties in the state, but also that those princi-

* ples were, with very few exceptions, advocated

by responsible people in that party with,azedl
“and wholeheartedness which left nothinhg\ag be
desired. 'The league had in “many « quarters
been credited with a power, a power of the
purse, a power of political influence, which - it

the country in-its principles on every possible
opportunity; it could lay claim to a consider-
able success in that propaganda, and he ven-
tured on behalf of the executive to say that
they had 510 hesitation in regarding the report
as a record of substantial advance and that- at
the proper time they would appeal with confis
dence to that section of the publie who'hag not:

hitherto given financial aid, to help them in-

that extension of the work which increased de-
mands -had: made absolutely imperative.
(Olenfedtsn ra oo e
ik L 3’75-/'AY'G?Od' R@Ofd : L ST

Mr. Austen Chamberlain; M, P.; moved the
adoption of the report, a ,«su}nmary of ¥ which
has previously appeared in the. Times. . He
congratulated all interested in the ~movement,
op the record of good work don¢ and progress
made. He said that on the previous day:he
was: speaking aboiit the meeting to his father,
and he asked him’whether he might tell them
that he {Mr. Joseph Chamberlain) was pleased
with ghe'work which had beén done'in his ab-
senice.  His father answered, “Yes, sa,yvl rlz:ore
we Have

‘madé has surpassed my imost sanguine expec-
tations.” (Cheers)) A member of 'the Gov-

A o

will resume the attive leadership of the move- iérnment said the other day that he wonld. not

- ment, and it congratulates him on the great re-

- sults avhichhe can see now of his advocacy of
tariff reform and Imperial preference, especial-
ly as shown in the course of the by-elections.”
e said he knew of nothing that - would bring
rhore joy to millions of his fellow-countrymen
than to know that Mr, Chamberlaifi had been
restored to his full health and vigor again, and

notliing would give more  profound rejoicing

f reformers in all parts of the country

sume the active leadership of the movement,
which owed its initiation and its present prom-
inefit position to him.- They hoped that, at no
distant time, he would be restored to the posi-
tion which he had occupied with- such enor-
mous advantage hoth to his party ‘and ' his
cotntry, (Cheers,) =~ - 5 i)
Sir Thomas Birkin seconded the motion;
which was agreed to amid cheers. -~ .
- At a later s;a,gg‘;!in‘f: the proceedings, the
- chairman announced that the following tele-

- gram had been received from Mr. Chamberlain

in answer to the resolation :—“Thanks for kind
telegram.: e?f«aiel greatly encouraged by sym-
pathetic m s%ﬁf and appreciate results of by-
elections.—J. Chamberlain.” Loohiia

- ‘T'he ‘chairman, in his presidenitial ~address,
said the progress of the league had been since

its inauﬂ:atidn sure and steady, but in the past

.year it had increased to an extent that might
‘now be described as phenomenal. The execu-
 tive, while théy had endeavared. % ‘do their

“duty, did not shrink from, but rather invited
criticism, being conscious that in the manage-.
ment of so large an organization as the league et th

~abat

there were numerous points of view to be con-
sidered, countless interests to ' be 'reconciled,

and many steps to be taken which could not
commend themselves to every single member

of the league. The solid progress of the move-
ment, as shown in the report and ‘in
by-elections, was such as to wina rg)eu °f
admission of advance. from their bitter
ponents. ;§€heers.).~ In the long list of-na
at the he

trict and of every interest in the United King-

names as vice-presidents of the council. T

dom, who had 'been good enough to give their’ schem
TR |

-members of the Cor
he House of Lords, and 204 candidates and

formed a genuifie and

. 1ames
, of the report ‘were gentlemen of
, rank and position, representative of every dis-

-amounted to a total number of 2,156, including
Commons, 170 membﬁrgﬁ?f €8s

ﬂezk of the subject; because he did not think
that any of its members had an open mind on
_the subject. = So much the worse for the Gov-
ernment. . (Hear, hear.) There was plenty of
open-mindedness’ in the:codntry, and ' the re-
port bore witness o it. - 1i hey weseinfluenc-
ed hy tl ponents:they pught, he’ s!ipgg,:gs

to meet tﬁgﬁﬁ’* deep mourning and n *

cloth and ashes. . They were told that they -

were the followers of a dead cause, that they
were the advocates of a cause which was that

of selfish interest, that those who _

tive part i e movement] or who them,.
were m y. a desire for personal advant-
age, and that they who spoke on public plat-

forms were accustomed to appeal to the lowest
and most selfish motives of their fellow-meh ;
-all that by gentlemen who never ceased at the.
last election to din into. the ears of electors that
their food would cost them more, that every
vote given to a Unionist was a vote in favor of
raising the price of bread, who appealed,  jf

-

ever party did, to the most selfish, interests of,
the individ upported . their app-
‘peal by an. and reckless use of

what, in the language of
Em:heguet, ~he mi

bads: - (Cheers.) -gucktactionfmi'gﬂt trit!ﬁmp}:

the Chancellor of the

agdato‘d ige  the ' subject for tlemse
ere now moving on the erest of
: ing wave. Let them  press home
‘their arguments—carry them into-every heuse
and every cottage in the country, . Abeve

now that ictory with
¢

85

purel

‘the

- (Cheers,

id not possess, and to which-it laid ‘fio claim, :
but it did lay claim to the right of educating -

“tered their fiscal , : ! ; w Mre Baliqus
. tically' as great a® it was' from" oyfs. “Now, < the policy of tafiff reform, shouldsbe’ retutned
with a population 5o per cent greater than that-

labor. - Nearly

ht call “mendacious false-

for'a moment; bat it would not: long prevail
with men who had open minds and' wcre P‘re- :
ves

sed through the tinres of - diffi.

wduld be lost if they delayed it much longer?
Heartened by the Work they had already done,
let them press on with renewed energy and in-
creased hope to the victory that sirely awaited
those who with coutage, confidence, and en-
durance gersiste’d in ‘preaching the good cause.

“Sir Joseph Lawtence, M. P., seconding the
motion in the absence of Sir Alexander Hen-

-derson, said that he spent two hours with Mr,

Chamberlain ‘on the previous day, and found
that he retained still a’living and absorbing
interest in every detail-of: their work.

The ‘motion was adopted. / 2t

The Duke of » Sutherland was re-elected
president, on the maotion: of Captain Clive,
M. P.;iseconded by. Mr. R. E. Dickinson; and
on the ‘motion of Mr: Page Croft, seconded by
Mr. Alfred Mosely, ithe vice-presidents—nanie-

ly, Mr Chamberlain; M.P.; Mr. Austen Cham~ -

berlain, M.P.;, Mr, C. Arthur Pearson, and Mr.
‘A. Bonar: Law, MP.—were also.reslected.
Lord Ridley- was re-elected chairman, on the
motion of Lord Leith of Fyvie, seconded by
Mr. J: Welsford, and Mr. Everard Hambro
and Sir Alexander Henderson were re-appoint-
ed treasurers. « The executive committee were
also élected. © . il W ey

Certain alterations in the rules were also
agreed to. : ;

At the afternoon session there were present
a number of ladies representing the Women’s
Unionist and Tariff Reform Association. They
included thé Duchess of Somerset, Lady Ebury,
the Hon. Mrs. Burns, Mrs. Kinloch; Mrs. Cole,
the Hon., Mrs,;Maxse, and Miss Violet Brooke

Hunt. ST

. ! X g
Tariff Reform and the Union Party

Mr. Bonar Law moved: “That this meeting -

-of ‘the Tariff Reform League welcomes the
unanimous..adoption by the Unionist party at
‘the Birmingham-and~Edinburgh conferenees;

and the endorsement by Mr. Balfour of the.

resolution affirming’ that the first constructive
policy of the Conservative and Unionits party
should be the reform ‘of our present fiscal sys-
tem with the view—=(T) of broadening the basis
of taxation; (2) of safeguarding our great pro-

ductive industries ffom unfair competition; (3)

of strengthening our position for the purpose

_of negotiation in:foreign markets; and (4) of
establishing preferential,-commereial arrange- -

ments wth _t}\(;'colqnigg,, and securing for Brit-
ish producers and’ spigpkmen a further advagt-
agre -ovey, foreign -gompetitors.in, the colonjal;
matkets.” He: said, that .no one.could. be so.
blind as not to realize.the immense stride for-
ward: which’ their _movement had made. since
they :last met: together at that conference.  So:
recently as before. the. Birmingham conference.
there were members of the Unionist party who:
urged that they should not definitely tie. their
fortunes to that movement, and they urged it
oti the grounds, nof that they were wrofig, but
that the country’ wofld not have it.- No one
wonld say that now, (Cheers.) He believed
that a landslide on that question had begun, a
landslide which, would not only carry-their
cause to victory but woilld enable them even
at the next election 'to sweep the ¢ountry.
(Cheers.) * Mr. Bonar Law proceeded to speak
of the question of unemployment. He showed
that emigration from this country had been
increasing for the last ten years, and contrasted
this state of things'with that in Germany, frond
which country .up#till the time When they. al-

stem, émigration was prac-

of the United Kingdom, the e¢migration was
only a fraction of that which was leaving pur
shores.. The figures of the trade unions showed
that for the last few years, the yed¥s of boom-
ing trade, the awerage of unemployment had
been over 5 per cent; in Germany it had been
only between I and 2 per cent. It had been .
said in the House of Commons that there were
60,000 unemployed  in Berlin, ' The, number
60,000 was given by the Socialist leader in Ger-
many. The official figures were 30,000, and
that figure included both skilled and unskilled
yez aéffwt,mn Prince Bis- -
fiscal system in Ger-
of the theoretic free-.

marck was

diminish-

i , for the
had been
not a

been said by Lord Farrer. He said: At will

tﬁ:;g n,. 110t be m@erfe_g:ih;!g to ,yatgh.

German ta

As
-gentleren
o5

was gone, and gone for ever. But he turned to
the students and said: “Do 18t that distress
you. There isstill a good deal left. The Unit-
ed Kingdom will 'be to America what Greece
was to Rome. (Laughter.) You will still have
yout' Shakespeares and Miltons, and we will
look back to them as the authors eof all our
greatness.” (Laughter.) That was all right for
an American.. His idea perhaps was that, ‘in
course of time, these poor little islands of ours
would be purchased by.the great Republic in
order that they might have a coaling station in
Europe. (Laughter) That was fiot their idea.
(Cheers.) - Why' did he say that our industrial
position was ‘gone? Free-traders told us that
Germany's  exports had increased ifni spite of
her tariff. H¢ said, and Mr. Carnegie saidy that
they Had increased because of - their tariffs;
(Cheers)) "This was Mr. Carnegie’s dictum:
“The one method to sectire foréign trade was
to make your home trade safe, and from the
security of your home trade you can stretch out
and congqtrer the markets of the world.” He
said also that what made our modern ‘manufac-
turers successful was to manufactiire on a large
scale, and, further; he asked, “Why cannot you
manufacture on a large scale?” "The answer,
as he observed; was obvious—namely, “You
have not a large market; you have a small mar-
ket, and even that small’ markét is open to
your-foreign competitors.” Mr. Carnegie then
went on to say—and this was also true: "It
is not the amount of these foreign goods which
comein that ‘makes all the difference, but the
fact that the manufacturers kpow they are
- liable to an invasion at any moment, the extent
~ofwhich they cannot foresee. (Cheers)) It is _

that:which makes-them afraid to spend : the
money necessary to'keep their machinery up to
..date, and without which sticcess is impossible.”
. That was precisely their creed (cheers), and it
- was a creed’'which-the man in the stréet was at
last beginning to understand. Under modern
conditions what told most on the -cost of pro-
duction was not the price of the raw-material
not éven 'wages, but the 'scale on which they
produced; and they could not produce on a
large scale unless they had a‘large market.  As
Mr. Carnegie said, we had not a large market.
Let them adopt the changes which were part
of the creed of his resolufion,.and they did two
things-—they increased the scale on which our
own manufacturers could produce, and by so

battalions of sober or hand-skilled workmen
waiting ‘all the day long in the labor markey,
(Cheers.)
Captain Morrison-Bell, M.P., who was loud-
‘ly cheered, seconded the resolution.  He sajd
he ‘felt that the great success which thev had
in Mid Devon had given a powerful impetus to
the educational work of, their cause.. He was -
not in the least down-hearted after the result
of the last general election, because he believed
that all that had to be done to win back the
seat was to expose the absurdity of the aroy.-
ments used by free-traders at that time. Cop.
sequently he set’\? work a month after the gen-
eral election, anll arranged for a continuous
flow of speakeérs and workers in the division in
order to explain what tariff reform really
m'@ing:.' In this work the Tariff Reform League
had given him the greafest assistance. During
~the recent election his constituency was visite
by crowds of members of parliament speaking
on behalf of Mr. Buxton, and the old crics o
“The Hungcy Forties,” “Your Food will Cost
You More,” and so on, were once again trot-
ted out, but they were guite ineffective in pro-
ducing any impression on the educated com-
mon sense of the working men of the constitu-
ency. It was only by education that they could
get working men and their wives to understand
what tariff reform meant, and hc hoped that
this most necessary work of education would
be continued with the greatest vigor. (Cheers. )

Adter short speeches by Miss Violet Brooke

{}unt (secretary of the Women’s Unionist and
ariff Reform Association) and Mr. Welsiord
(chairman of the Livefpool branch),

- The chairman saidithat, with reference to g
resolution standing inithe name of Mr. Rosen-
thal, he hoped, if themover meant to press i,
as. many delegates would remain to discuss it
.28 possiblé. (Cries of “Take it now.”) He

added that he did not think there was a’single
member of the executive who would not re-
sign if the delegates passed the resolution.
(Cheers.) Vi en X ; ;

- A delegate inquired if it was not ‘out df or-
der after the passing of the resolution moved
by Mr. Bondr Law. (Hear, hear.)

_ The chairman said that he could not déclare
the resolution out of order, but he thought {hat
it was within the power of the meeting to. de-
cide whether it was in ordes or not.

A show of hands was taken, and the meet-

b

gdiﬂg.éasy -lpxéred;i;he; ,::«?‘5:4 oij manuc;c. re. ing, with two' or ft%l‘ee dissentients, voted the ,
In,, additign’ they dimigishes ‘lédhf{”ﬁ' €301 resolution out of order. The resolution was as
whig .:,‘;Qur?cgsmpetl@ors ? d pr .the follow i?’ilf"'ﬁ‘ﬁif S '%f?l' opinfori that

hich. our competite gn‘ produce, therghy SALLLY =¢5ﬂf§;¢ﬁzf A
raising. their costs. By doing. that they would the immediate inter8sts of the aorking classes
lessen the intensity of foreign competition both iy ‘this country wotild best be setved if the
in the home market and in the neugral markets proposed reform in Imperial taxation was lim-
of the world. (Cheers.) E L ited for the present to a transferenice of a por-
. Lord Winterton, in seconding the. resolu-  tion of ‘the ‘existing f06d taxes tq imported
tion, §.a!1d_ that ninety-nine hundredths’ of the ‘manufactured afticles.” ==
Unionist party were in fayor of tariff réform ‘M A, Rosenthal, who obtained leave to
and were determined to see it carried out. ke an explanation, said that there was a
Thgre ‘was still, however, a small ‘section of }he misconception with .fe’gaid Ty hisv'meaning. a
Unionist party “bitterly hostile to that policy. yielded to no one with. regard to. the necessity
Many of the misfortunes of the party during for fiscal reform; he disagreed only with the
the last few years had ,been due to the attitude -nethods which were being taken to carry it
of ,.thgse%'g‘éntlémen., These gentlemen could s .,,((;";i & of “We d on't.”) The fiscal ques-
not be ignored. Tf they really believed that on a5 at present stated had three distinctly
the policy of tariff reform was inimical to the important issues: The first was the question

of immediate-'ﬁscafl reform; the second was. the

interests of the Unionist party, they had a clear
and honorable course before them, and that {404 gestion; and the third was the colonial
quéstion.  While they as a body believed in

was to find another party whli&h wouldasfupport
them. There were many,. like himself, who i aro 40 ’ ticy 1
e S : 1 pass these” as one policy, he
Ngre getinmintd that 4 grest, uhited, o - ratl;exg atiﬁmcat‘,e'd ‘that the policy should be
~mous patty, pledged to follow Mr On- een step by step; ¥No, no”) .
- The discussion on Sir Charles Follett’s reso-

lution was then resumed by Lieutenant H. A.

B. Shrubb, R.N. (Hants county branch), who
- expressed a hope that. more enthusiagsm would
be thrown into the educational work of, the
Teague. He added that he vw@d withdraw the
resolution standing in his fiame in these terms:
“That in order to further perfect the existing
- organization it is desirable to.secure represen-
. (tation for the league in every polling district

—

to power at the next election, and they were
determined to allow no considerations::
sure, no inﬂue‘;iqe’, from wh:
_prevent them from knowin that party
when it was returned th:x;‘n%t,ed. - (Chi )
Mr. A. W. Clifford thought that if t
lowed the noble lord’s remarks to go dow
the  various constituencies entirely.
lenged, the effect would be a great disc
ment to those who belonged to the

Harty ar throughout Great Britain” =~ .

lﬁggyéa'n . : A ; ,Mfi‘"gesse" Collings, M.P., said the .agricul-
that 1 - tural laborer would never be persuaded to sup-
form ' port tariff reform unless it was allied to 2 ques-

€ it—a question in
s had a close interest—that
- som ‘ “‘ atimber of them be-
ing restored to the land.” (Hear, hear.) Tariff

% reform alone would not commend itself largely

t to them, but tariff teform, allied to such @
there w. measure of dﬁiﬁ‘:m as fvvt;:o‘uld dglve tthflm’
yer, la Wint some hope of the fulfilment of their dearest dev
b?“""z’la:si"t;" n those p b a5 han}ScI_,_ w2 sires‘oigpebhug" ‘broughit back to the land—these
depast from those principles. (Hear, hear) - two policies together would sweep the coun-

e resolution was carried unanimously. - ot ik ;
- Educational Wortk e s

edhurst (chairman of the Trade
) said that they must not run
ingle item of their policy, and he
to oppose Mr. Rosenthal’s reso-

harles: Follett proposed: “That in
view of the urgent need of carfying out’the ob~
_jects of tariff reform as defined in the Birming- ot
iam' resolution, and the oppor OW pre-

Sir C:Itlaﬁes’,: Fol

discussion, in whichd ?’Ir. A,

1 every ent : ‘Tipper, and other delegates
work.” id i 0t the * ‘ (;,‘lﬂt_li)ﬂn,was "carried unani-

‘armchair theorist or th ' ’ 8 o ‘

that they sough

‘hopeless task. T

nce, in proposing a vote:
men’s Unionist and Tariff
on, said that they had among
gentleman (Mr. E: P. Benja~
the late President McKinley
n of his tariff. It was an
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