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POSTAL EVOLUTION-IL

Intimate Conneetion of the Post With
the Telegraph—The First
Cgble Projeat.

Early Ordinances for Western Union
Coneessions—The Overland
Line to Asia.

The post and telegraph offices are so in-
timately connected that some day the latter
may supersede the tormer, therefore a rough
outline of the evolution of the latter in Brit-
ish Columbia may be of interest.

Although in 1860 electric telegraphs were
eommon in Europe—submarine cables exist-
ing between and oonnecting divers nations,
even as far as Constantinople, Balaklava,
India and other placeg, resulting from the
Crimean war in 1853, the Indian mautiny,
1857, and the China war—at which time it is

assumed telegraph communication overland
existed betweern Russia and Sebastopol, still
British Columbia had not any, and none ex-
isted between Europe and America. There
was a great desire to connect these ; the de-
sire ripened into a necessity and, thanks to
the energy and enterprise of Cyrus Field and
Mr. Gisborne, he means was found of meet-
ing the necessity. The buman body seems
to have been evolved in like manner; the first
intelligent nervous filaments,having a desire
and necessity for some addition, in process
of time arrived at ite production. Therefore
the muscular, osseous and other systems are
merely the creation, the slaves, of the nerv-
ous system, for its use, nourishment and
protection. The nervous system, therefore,
is man, and whatever its necessities may be,
these iv will provide for.

In 1858 the nervous filaments were ap-
proaching ‘British Columbia, for in August
of that year the first trans-Atlantic tele-
graph cable was laid between Valencia, Ire-
land, and Newfoundland, a cable having
been laid across the Gulf of St. Lawrence a
oouple of years previously. The laying
of the Atlantic cable was an international
affair—America and Eogland sending ships
bo assist, such as the U S. Niagara and
H M.8. Agamemnon. Each carried one-half
the cable, which they spliced in mid-ocean
and then each went in opposite directions
paying it out,

(Che first message transmitted is said to
have been from Her Majesty, * Europe and
America are united by telegraph. Glory to
God in the highest, peace and good will to-
wards men.” Then followed a message from
the Qaeen to President Buchanan of the
United States, much longer bub not extraor-
dinary. The cable then became dumb and
spoke no more—the three thousand five
bundred miles of cable lay in a trance on its
ocean bed.

The news of the laying of the cable did
not reach San Francisco until a month after
the event, and ocelebrations took place fol-
lowed by sadness ; but it gave an impetus
to the desire—the necessity—of having an
overland telegraph to the East.

By many it wae considered doubtful whe-
ther any other than the first message of four
or five lines went over the cable, and it was
generally believed it spoke tardily and in.
termictently for two or three hours. Any-
how, this first cable having taken some
years to prepare, cost a large sum of money,
the whole ot which was lost, and people, not
unnaturally, for some time fougho shy of in
vesting in another. Yet in 1865 another
unsucoessful attempt was made. In 1860
the lamentable civil war commenced. Tele

raphy was urged on evérywhere by war.

he Eyruer River gold excitement ocourred
in 1858. The Panama railroad, which it is
said sacrificed a life for every pile driven,
was completed in 1855.

It may be here observed that in 1866 the
Mainland colony, S8eymour being Governor,
adopted the decimal currency. Previous to
this she had the £, s, d. There is no men.
tion of postage stamps in the postal act of
1864, bub there is in that of 1867. Now
then, we came to the time of the telegraph
in British Columbia. The f>llowing acts or
ordinances of the Mainland -government
speak for themselves :

In 1864 an ordinance or charter to con-
struct a telegraph line, connecting British
Columbia, i.e., New Weastminster, with the
telegraph lines of the United States ema-
nated from the Mainland, SeymourbeingGov-
ernor, in favor of the California State Tele-
graph Company, for twenty five years
The construction was to be commenced with-
in five and completed within fifteen months.
In the event of failure the act to be null and
void, but if completed, then in this case,
the California company should have the
exclusive right of sending and receiving
messages within British Columbia (i.e. the
Mainland) for twenty years, but provision
was also made for allowing other companies
on conditions. The prices to be paid in any
station in Washington Territory were not to
exceed four shillings and two pence (i.e., one

dollar) for each ten words ; messages to be'

sent over the States shall not be charged
higher rates than the lowest uniform rate
on such limes; messages between New
Westminsterand San Franaisco shall never
be charged more than one pound and six-
pence i.e., five dollars) for every ten words.
In 1865 an ordinsnce was passed rescind-
ing the exclusive rights granted to the com-
pany, as it was contrary to the policy of
the British government to grant exclusive
telegraphic privileges. - The - same year,
however, an ordinance was passed at New
Westminster to encourage the construction
‘of a line connecting British Columbia with
the telegraph lines of Russia, the United
States and for other purposes. This went
on to state that Percy Macdonough Collins,
an American citizen, had obtained from the
vernments of Russia and the United
tates the right to make and main-
tain & line of electrioc telegraph
through their respective territories ; and
whereas H.M. government desired cordially
to co operate with the United Statesand Ras-
sia, in the establishment and maintenance
of such continuous line of international tele-
graph, it was’ enacted, that Collins and his
associates be granted a charter for thirty.
three years from the let.day of January,
1870, with the usual conditions of forfeiture,
In the same year (1865) an ordinance was
passed legalizing the transfer by Collins of
his interests to the Western Union Tele.
graph Extension Company. In 1866 the
Collins overland line people requested that
it be incorporated by statute under the more
A;;?roprism name of the Western Union
Telegraph Company, and this was accord-
ingly done.
hus New Westminster baoame connected
with the telegraph system of the United
States, Canada and Vancouver Island, for
in 1886 ja cable going by way of Lopez
island united her to them.. The apparent
object of the Collins line was to connect
America with Europe, either by joining the
Russian, existing or contemplated, tele.
E‘"ph system or by the Orient, or both.
he f;il;reb of tb% transatlantic cable en-
oou! them to obtain a-necessity. .
thlnr;?ookad favorable. The gruzele -m-
ity prevailed. Explorations were made

and the wires carried to near the head- m
waters of the Skeena river, through a very

rough and heavily timbered country, giving
hard work to a large number of employes
ander the direction of Lasmb and Batler,
Almost suddenly this gigantic work stopped,
and the wires were lefo on the poles to with-
in & very recemt period, occasioning some-
times considerable inconvenience.

Now why-did this expensive work stop ?
Why, simply because in 1866 a transatlantic
cab o had been successfully laid down be-
vween Ireland ard Newfoundland by that
renowned butunfortunately rainous steamer
the Great Eastern. This eteamer also picked
up the sleeping cable of 1858, cured it, and,
lo and behold, it spoke agsin and may yet
::-lr:-klngi 1o 1869 the French laid suo-

lly a cable, and now there are prob-
ably half & d-zan more in operation.
Thus in 1886 the year of its political
union, British Columbia, in the twin ling of
an eye, physically and intellec-ually bscame
a part of the elestrioc nérvous system of
the whole earth, man its director,
sharing in ite discoveries, inven-
tioos, aspirations, hopes, fears, joys, sor
rows, and jndeed everything pertaining
thereto ! It is impossible to realize the
effsot of this on British Columbia s the
buman race ab large ; the world in general !
The telegraph.is & nervous organism and
when the brain and nervous energy of man
pute it in motion, it becomes a living thing
—speaking as directed—morally and in-
tellectually (and by imparting motion,

virtues and faulte; it is living, for life is only
a oo:l:’ditlon. The telegraph is the brain of the
earth,

What pute mans nervous system in
motion? What is the inherent vital pro-
perty in a seed that makes it, under snitable
conditions, grow and produce abundantl
after its kind? f!,mu knew this
he would possibly know all—but the awfal
power is, ab all events for the time, not
demonstrable.

Here,then,wehave aninstanoe of the nerv-
ous system of man providing means to obtain
a necessity. It may be that whenever a ne-
ocessity exists for something the human race
requires it will in some way obtain it.
Now a ocable to Australia is projected,—
if necessary it will come. Such nervous,
sympathetic and business unions will make
Imperial federation practicable—aye, and
prodace it in time, like our oconfederation
facilitated ard hastened by easy communi-
cation and maybe caused it.

In conneciion with electricity it may be
said that between 1850 and 1860 wayfarers
at night carried a lantern. In 1861 the
Victoria Gas Company came into existence
to light the city, and in 1883 the corporas
tion substitutea for gus eleceric lights The
telephone made its appearance in 1883 also,
and the tramcars later on, It is not too
much to believe that the teiephone will be
improved so as to enable people to talk at
long distances, for man is only beginning to
understand how to make use of vhe forces
of nature.

Now, to conclude. In 1850 one year was
consumed in sending & message to England
and receiving an answer. A few months
ago a wessage was sant by telegraph to Man-
chester in England and an answer recsived
in nineteen seconds, the distance travslled
being 13,000 miles! Eleotricity knows
neither time nor distance. They do not ex-
ist. In the early years it took five months
to reach Europe by ship, now only fifteen
days,—the time occupied by the steamer
Great Western in her remarkable passage
across the Atlantic in 1838 Postage has
been reduced from fifty to five cents, and
the cost of a telegraphic word to Europe
from one dollar or more to thirty cents. The
Ablantic has become a mere ferry—a trip to
Eogland a pleasure jaunt. Yet there are
people who say imperial federation is im-
practicable. Bah! as soon as man’s ner-
vous system feels the necessity it will pro-
vide the means, and possibly the commercial
union of the coloniés will be the preliminary
step. . Looking over the progress during the
past fortLyean. is there any one “who ocan
possibly believe that British Columbia can
stand still or retrograde? The world and
its_beings must go on to their predestined
end. There is no standing still. Not .an
atom dies, althongh always changing,

This much tedious writing has been
evoked by a letter asking for information
about the early postal jnistory of British
Columbia by some one interested in phi-
latelics.” The meaning of this term let any
one discover, and ** when found make a note
of.” J. 8. HELMOKEN.

THE WATER PROBLEM.

To THE EDITOR :—Agreeing in the main
with your criticisms in re ** water works,” a
couple or more of uncongidered items shonld
be prominently brought' forward. First,
the calculations of the quantity of rain
falling on the water shed are made from an
average of a number of “years. This is de-
ceiving, for there are wet and dry seasons,
more or less rainfall, Daring a dry season
the scarcity and bad quality of the water in
Victoria has been and is hotorious. Again,
the quantity of water required is always
considered in relation to population. It
seems never to enter any eone’s head that
manufactories requiring a large quantity of
water may, it is hoped, arise and that with-
out this they will not come into existence.

Next, ¢ pressure.” 1t is well known that
the *¢ pressure ” from Elk lake is very small,
a condition 80 often complained of by the

fire department. Were, the pressure greater | 3

the expense of the fire department would be
diminished, and what is more, the danger of
an extensive spreading conflagration less
imminent. It would be conquered at its
commencement. How much may a fire cost
very soon ?

As to the quality of the water, although
it may be improved, still it never will be
palatable, for Elk lake is stagnant. Pos-
sibly the corporation means to pump oxygen
into it or make a ru brook with a
pebbly bottom from the fil

Iv g generally agreed that when the
population increases or manufactories are
established, say within five years, Eik lake
will not supply sufficient water, is it wise,
then, to spend a couple of hundred thousand
dollars now on water works that will, ab or
before the end of five years, be a failure ?

Would it not be wiser to seek a better
and more prolific source of water supply
now than to waib until it is actuslly forced
on the city by necessity and the thousands
of dollars frittered away ?

As to Goldstream, if the corporation want
it, and they certainly ought to consider i,
the law will give it them if necessary for the
public good ; but in all matters the uncer-
tainty and expense of law suits should be, if
possible, avoided. Procrastination is often
costly. "X,

Victoria, March 30.

MoxTREAL, March 30.—E. Flynn, ex-
Grand Trunk detective, was to-day sen-
tenced to twelve months in the penitentiary
for perjury in conneotion with Maggie Con-
noly case, 4

THE WORLD OF SPORT.

Details of the Great Rowing Raee
Which Cambridge Gamely -But
Vainly Contested.

Results of the Golf Tournament—La-
erosse in the East—Notes in
General.

. LoNpox, March 30 —Oxford is again the
winner of the great intercollegiate race.
The usual crowds thronged the banks of the
Thames to witness this the fifty-second row-
ing ocomtest between the Universities of
Cambridge and Oxford. The race was
rowed over the usual championship course,
from Putney to Mortlake, four and a half
miles. The crews, from bow to stroke, and
their weights in pounds this morning, were :

physically) —almost & human betng with like | G- M

The weather was cold and raw with
squalls of drizzling rain. As the pistol fired,
both orews got well away, but Oxford im
mediately led. For the first minute
Oxford rowed thirty-eight strokes and Cam-
bridge thirty six: ' Oxford  drew ahead
rapidly favored by the shelter afforded by
the Surrey shore, which they had selected
after winning the toss. Cambridge re-
peatedly spurved, but could not gain against
Oxford’s long, sweeping stroke. At Thorney-
croft’s the rough water bothered both crews,
and Cambridge had a shade the better of i,
Ozxford being barely a length ahead at this
point. This was more than two-thirds of
the distance, but the Cambridge partisans
had not given up hope. From this point,
however, Cambridge saeadily fell behind,
and at Barnes’ bridge Oxford ‘was three
lengths ahead. From there to the ship
Oxtord maintained that lead, winning essily
by about three lengths.

Oxford has won 29 and Cambridge 22
races since the series began, the contest in
1877 resulting in & dead heat. The first
contest between the two universities was at
Henley in 1829, the nexs in 1836. Since
1845 the race has been rowed on the course
from Putney to Mortlake, except on three
ococasions, in 1846, 1856, and 1863, when the
order was reversed and the crews pulled
from Mortlake to Putmey. Lord Mac-
Naunghton, who was a member of the Cam-
bridge crew of 1852, will preside at the
banquet which will be given to the crews at
the Uafe Royal this evening.

GOLF,
THE TOURNAMENT OF THE V. G, C.

The first annual spring meeting of -the
Victoria Golf Club was continued yesterday
ab the Oak Bay links, four capital events
being satisfactorily disposed of in the pre-
sence of & numerous company of playing and
non-playing visitors. The Tacoma Golf
Club was well represented by its six playing

gentlemen is especially appreciated by local
golfers, who hope to repay the visit before
many months. During the afternoon and
immediately on the conclusion of the several
events the prizes were handed to the re-
spective winners by Mrs. Hewitt Bostock,
and the meeting came to a close. The re-
sults in the tournament events are ap-
pended :

LADIES’ OPEN HANDICAF,

L.
‘gf Mrs. Combe (scratch).... ............. vewss 6B
Consolation—Miss Dunsmuir.. ..117, rec. 25=92

There were fourteen entries in this event,
and some very pretty and creditable play
was witnessed,

OPEN EVENT.

L. W.E OUVer....:iisiiiimiomsancssisosonne . 87

2 {C. C. Worsford }
.,
3. { Capte ¥ Fmaplar | S S . O
In thie there were fourteen entries and
close contests. Messrs. Worsfold and Combe
will decide conclusions during the present
week.

OLUB HANDICAP—A, CLASS.

1. C. C. Worsfield
2. W. E, O1lver (8Cratoh).. ... ..coccesuasaian . 87

CLUB HANDICAP—B, CLASS,

: 114, rec, 7=107
. B. H.T. Drake 127, rec. 18=109
3. C. B. Stahlschmidt 105, owes 5=110

THE SCORE TO DATE.

The following is the score in the tourna-
ment up to yesterday evening., All games
not played by May 10 owing to absence
will be ecored against competitors.

Class. Name.
F1—T, Pi|
1. S

OVER THE COUNTRY ROADS.

The first country road run of the sesson
of the Victoria Wheelmen’s olub was taken
yesterday, Capt. E. W. Bradley and Lieat,
Herbert Kent taking less than & dozen rid.
ers, inclusive of the California visitors, over
about ten miles of country road. The
Wheeling out of town is still a trifle sticky,
but the roads promise to be in good shape
before many weeks, and yesterday’s runm on
the whole proved very enjoyable,

‘ LACROSSE?
A DEFICIT IN TORINTO.
ToroNTO, March 30. —The annual meeting
of the Torounto lacrosse and athletic associa-
tion was held last night. - The financial
statement showed a net loss foy the year of
$1,160. It was unanimously decided not to
abandon the senior league. George H.
Gooderham was elected president.

HERE AND THERE,
GENERAL GOSSIP OF CURRENT EVENTS,
There is a revival of baseball in Van.
couver. At a meeting of the club on Fri-
day night, W. A. Craig was appointed a

re | delegate to'attend ‘the meeting at Nanaimeo

for the purpose of arranging a series of
matohes between the clubs representing the
different oities,and deciding upon a schedale,
On the Qak Bay grounds yesterday after.
Boon members of the Union and Victoria
gun clubs had their first practice of the sea-

son, There were no scores recorded but the

delegates, and the attendanmce of these |will

. 95, rec. 10=85-

of the possible 25 being broken. For mext
Saturday a match has been arranged between
the two clubs, each of which will be repre.
sented by six good shote,
Pr;rntlom for the football match to be
Elny here Saturday between the Junior
angers and the Junior Wanderers were
talked over at a meeting of the latter in the
B. C. Dye Works last evening. A general
meeting of the Wanderers’ club was also
held in :he same p}wo lb.l'ib o;:ning, but no
special business of public portance was
transacted. '

New YORK QUARARTINE, March 30.—
The steamer Silvis, Capsain Clark, from
Trinidad and Gremada, picked up and
brought to port Captain Sawyer and four of
the crew of the schooner Anita, which had
been abandoned in a sinking oondition,
Two of the Anita’s crew had been lost over-
board. The Anita was bound from Phila-
delphia for Havana, coal laden.

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., March 30. — The
women broke the record for registration to-
day, when 1,450 qualified, the msjority be-
ing Catholics, to offset the movement started

169 |on Friday to defeat P. W. Wren, the

largest wholesale liquor dealer in the State,

188 { for re-election to the presidency of the board

of eduocation.

(Tastelersoﬁg‘ectual.)
BILIOUS and NERVOUS

DISORDERS.
Such as Sick Headache, Wind and Pain in the
Stomach, Giddiness, Fullness. Sweling after
Meals, Dizziness, Drowsiness, Chillg, Flush.
ings of Heat, Loss of Appetite, Shortness of
Breath, Costiveness, Scurvy, Blotches on the
Skin, Disturbed Sleep, Frightful Dreams, All
Nervous and Trembling Sensations, and Ir-
) regularities Incidental to Ladies.

Covered with a Tastelessand Soluble Coating.

Wholesaie Agts. Evans & Sons, Ld. Montreal.
9 For sale by all druggists.
L YV - 117

VICTORLA COLLEGE

BEACON HILL PARK,
(LATE CORRIG OOLLEGE,'
The Lead.lng Day and Boardl:f Coll for

uipped on the
g’%.rk and Straits,

First-class Faoulty—British Univers
sity Gmdmﬁ%gemty, essional, Com;
meroial and Modern Courses,

Reasonable fees. Oricket, foetball, swim,
ming, athletios, eto.

Re-opens Monday, January 7th, 1895,
PRINGIPAL J. W. CHUROH M.A.

mr————
————

NOTICE.

xtraordinary general meeting of the
1wartz Mining Company, Limited,
be held at the Comoany’s office. Quesnelle,
BC.. on THURSDAY, T DAY OF
APRIL, 1805, at 2 o'clock pm., fer the
purpose of dealing with a proposition re-
ceived from an Eng. Syndicate, particulars
of which will then be placed before the meet-
ing. Byord:

>
W. A. JOHNSTON,
mr2l-lm-d&w Becretary

ARE PORTONTY

1128 Acres

In the Heart
Of the Famous
Delta District,
Fraser River,

= FOR SALE

The land is the very best in
the District, and is situated four
***°*'miles from Ladner’s, on the pro-
*v***'posed route of the C.P.R.,
***** *Great Northern and Delta & East-
******ern R.R. Good markets and
cheap freights are always to be
*****had for produce. The land is
sesee 'specially adapted for d&u'y farm-
***°ving. At the present time there
are 3503,01'93 in grass, 375 acres
*****‘being under fence, while all can
******be readily brought under cultiva-
*°***°tion. There is a never-ceasing
***" flow of water from a spring—the
teveecbest supply in the District. The
*****-land is all dyked, and that under
*****cultivation well drained, and the
******floods bave never overflowed any
****<-portion of it. There is a aix-
*****‘roomed house and three barns on
*****the premises. .

**++++-*The whole m]l be sold at.a low
*** =" price and upon the most reasonzble
cecccctorms, It is a chance seldom of-

| +++*+ fored for a man with the necessary

***** capital to acquire a property which
*****will pay a handsome profit. The
*****-land, as population on the Coast
*¢***increases, must necessarily rapidly
*****advanoce in value.

oo..o-ﬁcuhn .pply to (13 Dlm,” “No‘

ootntoth.oolonh' om

shooting was good, as high as 22 birds ont'

**et*>**For terms and any further pars |

CONDENSED MILK

Don't accept any substitute for “Reindeer” Brand.

MEN'S SPRING SUITS! -2
BOYS' SCHOOL SUITS{wss:

‘ THE BEST AS8SORTMENT OF
SARRARD BEE{OLOTHING, HATS, ETC, amem

B. WILLIAMS & CO. (i

& PUMPS 2
& SPRAY MIXTURE

FOR SALE BY

E. G. PRIOR & CO., LD.

LEA AND PERRIN’

OBSERVE THAT THE
SIGNATURE

IS Now
PRINTED
IN BLUE INK

DIAGONALLY ACROSS THE
OUTSIDE WRAPPER
of every Bottle of the

ORIGINAL WORCESTERSHIRE
Sold Wholesale by the Proprietors

Woreester ; ¥ : :
Crosse & Blackwell, Ltd., London - s i
and Export Oilmen generally. ’
RETAIL EVERYWHERE. * .

AGENTS—J. M. DOUGLAS & ©O. and URQUHART & CO.—MONTREAL.

/

N ORDER that subscribers to TuE

WEeekLy Coronist may have an oppor-
tunity to secure a set of the famous
“MASTERPIECES,” a limited
number of Sets are offered to those
sending to this office the Cotipon which
appears on another page, together with

Set. A neat Portfolio to contain the
Set may be had at the same time for
50 cents. First come, first served.
Tue Coronist Printing & PubLisi-
NG Co., Victoria ..

~

The [-Droved TT

* Family NITTE s

ILL Knfs 15 of

fgm. Will do all Knitving.
or Tackory Jaen: MPLEaE of 63 ox evecy Suy's
KNITTER on the Market. | | Wi. — LAPRRIAL b
it the e e Ao
every machitie §0.do g00d Work.
We can furnish ribbing attach- -
}g:m.. . - Write

DUNDAS KNITTING MACHINE 80., DUNDAS, ONT, | ™"
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'
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N to write
ARR 0., Bet 38 Onte
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