THE CRIMSON BLIND }

BY FRED M. WHITE
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lars and patterns with. This falls into
glied. “If that fellow dies the police' the hands of the woman who is at the

ave enough evidence to hang me. And | bottom of this and every other case.
yhat is my defense? The story of my land she reads the synopsis from sheer
visit to No. 219. And who would be- curiosity. The case fits her case, and
lieve that cock-and-bull story? Fancy | there you are. Mind you, 1 don't s3p”
& drama like that being played ont in|that this is how the thing actually
the house of such a pxlhr of respecta- =happrnpd but how it might have done
bility as Gilead Gates)” so. When did you post the letter?”
, “It isn't his house,” said Bell. "Hei “I can't give you the date. Say ten
only takes it furnished.” |days ago.”
“In anybody else your remark would| *“And there would be no hurry for a
puerile,” David said, irritably. reply,” Bell®said, thoughtfully, “And
“It's a decper remark, than you are |you had no cause for worry on that
aware of at present,” Bell replied. “I head. Nor need the woman who found |
quite see your position. Nobody would I it have kept the envelope bhevond the |
believe you, of course. But why not| delay of a single post, which is only a
go to the xﬂ"toﬂif‘t and ask the num- |matter of an hour or so in London. If |
ber of the telephone that called you up!you go a little farther we find that
from London?” . {money is no object, hence the £1,000
The question seemed to amuse David | | offer and the careful, and doubtless ex-
slightly. Then his lips were drawn| pensive inquiry into your position.
bumeorously. Steel, I am going to enjoy this case.”
“*When my logical formula came back “You're welcome to all the fun you
I thought of that,” he said. “On in-{can get out of it,” David said, grimly.
quiring as to who it was rang me up|{“So far as I am concerned, I fail to
on that fateful occasion I learnt that|gee the humor. Isn't this the office you
the number was 0017 Kensington and|are after?” L
that- . Bell nodded and disappeared, pres-
“Gates’ own ently to return with two exceedingly |
("“.—“—‘-' }'31 rusty keys tied together with a dvrab
thickens. piece of tape. He jingled them on
“It does, indeed,” David said, grimly.|his 1ong, slender forefinger with an air
“It is Wilkie Collins gone mad, Gabo- of positive enjoyment.
riau in extremis, Du Boisgobey suffer- “Now come along,” he said. “I feel
ing from delirium tremens. I go 1toljjke g boy who has marked down
Gates’ house here, and .am solemnly something rare in the way of a bird's
told in the midst of surroundings that nest. We will go back to Brunswick
I can swear to that I have never been Square exactly the same way as you
there before; the whole mad expedition approached it on the night of the great
is launched by the turning of the han- adventure.”
dle of a telephone in the house of a
distinguished, trusted, if prosaic, citi-
zen, Somebody gets hold of the synop-
els of a story of mine, heaven knows
how——"
wxhat
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“A mild way of putting it,” David re- '

Dally Exercnse in [conomy--Object Lessons
In Savings---Free Instructions to All.

Do you desire tolearn the science of saving? Would you know how to
spend and yet save? Would you be a wise investor—avoid waste and make your
money work to its full capamty?

Then Read What We Have to Say With Attention.

We are going to give instructions in saving. In our advertising we will
quote offerings which will invariably mean savings to the purchaser Every offer-
ing will be an object lesson in economy

Today we print the first lesson in savings. Scores of interesting examples
of economy. Study them all.

Investing in any of these offerings is better than putting money out at in-
terest. Nowhere can you get a percentage of interest, as we offer, of savings. You
can make the money you spend pay you interest by shopping HERE and NOW.

And every example of economy offered below is seasonable, desirable mer-
chandise. Now, for the object lesson. Early comers wili save most.
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4 How to Save On Dress
Goods

Cheviots, Venetians,
Panamas. All colors.

g A Great Percentage of 3
Savings on Garments

Ladies’- Suits,

CHAPTER IX.

The Broxen Figure.

“Any particular object
course?” David asked.

“There ought to be an object in

everything that even an irrational man

says or does,” Bell replied. “I have

achieved some marvelous results by

Special Items

Net Wash Lace, Insertions to match.
able for trimming muslin dresses.

b %7 . Cashmere,
in that| in Venetian and Pan-

Suit-
.black,

is fairly easy.
was short, I suppose?”
“Only a few lines, say 1.000 words, a
sheet of paper. My writing is very
small. It was tucked into a h““f'p‘”my}fullowhg up a_single sentence uttered |
open envelope—a magazine office en- {by a patient. Besides, on the evening |
velope, marked ‘Proof, urgent.’ '[‘h(-re!m question you were })articnlarly tuldi
were the proofs of a short story in the = apprnnchA the hﬂﬁsc from the se.].;
buff envelope.” front’>s = - i : g 7 i &
. "\V:nirl‘luiv”m-‘n(d “Somebody might have been on the! Ladies’ Suit 3 st and lai i S
“.;1“}”‘}"(“?'_!‘ loo}\)ut” near the Western Road en—: S SRS, AL MpE aRg e
S . U‘i‘lll('('_. . Steel suggested. 1
“Easily enough. ‘Possibly. I have another theory.
gets slipped into a larger open envel- || Heze we aré.  The figures over the |
i s e z ... 'fanlights run from 187 upwards, grad- |
"J"“ the mr'xd of big-mouthed affair ualy getting to 219 as you bre: !\t the |
that enterprising firms send out (u'(d Ig slope. At 1 o'clock in the morning|
i - 1 J 1
every house would be in darkn~ss. Did |
you find that to be so?” |
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Good again. And you could only |
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find 219 by the light over the door. | Ladies’ Cotton
Naturally you were not interested in |
and would not have noticed any other |
number. Well, here is 218, where 1|
| |[propose to enter, and for which pur- |
pose I have the keys. Come along.”

David followed wonderingly. The |
houses in Brunswick Square are some- |
what irregular in point of architecture, |
and Nos. 218 and 219 were the - only |
matched pair thereabouts. Signs were |
not wanting, as Bell pointed out, that |
at one time the houses had been occu- |
pied as one residence. The two en- |
trance-halls were back to back, so to
speak, and what had obviously been |
a doorway leading from one to thel
other had been plastered up within|
comparatively recent memory.

The grim and dusty desolation of an |
empty house seemed to he supplement- !
ed here by a deeper desolation. Nct
that there w ag any dust on the ground |
floor, which seemed a singular thing |
seeing that elsewhere the boards v.’f:re:
powdered with it, and festoons of |
brown cobwebs hung everywhere. Bell |
smiled approvingly as David Steel|
pointed the fact out *o him. i A o
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“No,” David said, thoughtfully; You save on each ..
—stop! The two side-shutters in the[
bay-window are closed, and there is'
the same vivid crimson blind in the|
center window. Angd the self color of'
the walls is 1\“(tl the same. The‘
faint discoloratién the fireplace is;
a perfect facsimile. {

“In fact, this is the room you \\'ere'j
in the other night,” Bell said, quietly. |

“Impossible!” Steel cried. “The blind |
may be an accident, so might the fad- |
ing of the distemper. But the furni- |
ituu the engravings, the fittings gen-%
l(.dd)-~-’

“Are all
which we
tience.” <
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White Lawn Blouses.

Girls’
26 7

Apron.—Sizes for
One and three-
quarter 36-inch material will |
be required for the 5-year This
simple little apron cut with front
and back exactly alike. It slips on eas-
ily over the head and covers the entire|
dress. It suited to the mé&ny apron
fabrics, such linen, gingham, per-

cale and cross-bar muslin.

A pattern of this illustration will be
mailed any address on the receipt
of ten cents in silver or stamps.

assortment of styles.

White Muslin
Tastefully trimmed.

Blouses. White Blouse, made of
Persian Lawn.
Price,
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what I was coming to. -
noticed an cid pair of steps in the bac
sitting-room. Would you mind placing
them against the fanlight for me?”
David complied readily enough.
was growing credulous and
in spite of himself.
tion he placeq the steps before the fan-
light and mounted them. Over his
head were the figures 218 in elongated
shape and formed in white porcelain.
“Now then,” Bell said, slowly. “Take
this pocketknife, apply the blade to the
right-hand lower half of the bottom
of the 8—to half the small 0, in fact
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Age (if child’'s or misses’ pattern) ...,

CAUTION.—Be careful to Iinclose
above illustration and send size of pat-
tern wanted. When the pattern is bust
measure you need only mark 32, 34, «r
whnt\.\er it may be. When in waist
measure, 22, 24, 26 or whatever it may
be. If a skirt give waist and length
measure. When misses’ or child's
Pattern” write only the figure repre-
penting the age. It i{s not necésdary to
wﬂto “inches” or “years.” Patterfis

énnct rédch you in less than one week

m the date o{ order. The price of

h pattern is 10 cents in cash or in

tage stamps. 5 il !

Address— -

PATTERN DEPARTMENT

the quarter section doesn’t come away
from -the glass of the fanlight,
the rest of the figure intact.
gently, please.” I want you to con-
vince yourself that the piece comes
away because it is broken, and not be-
cause the pressure has cracked it. Now
then.”

The point of the knife was hardly
under the edge of the porcelain before |
the segment of the lower circle dropped
into Steel’'s hand. He could feel the
edges of the cement sticking to his
fingers. As yet the full force of the
discovery was not apparent to him.

“Go out into the road and look at|
the fanlight,” Bell directed.

David complied eagerly. A sharp
cry of surprise escaped him as he!
locked up. The change was apparent.
Instead of the figures 218 he could read
now the change to 219—a fairly indif-
ferent 9, but one that would
passed muster without criticism by
99 people out 100. With a sfrong light
behind the figures the clumsy 9 would
never have been noticed at all,
very simplicity and ingeniousness
the scheme was its safeguard.

“I should like to have the address
of the man who thought that out,”
David said, drily.

"Yes, 1 %am,y that 50u are dealing
with quite clever people,” Bell replied.
GAD EIGHTEEN—CRIMSOXN 6 66
“And now I have shown you how ut-

leaving
Very
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of

LONDON ADVERTISER.

terly you have been decelved over the

{vou seeing more than

have |

—and I shall be extremely surprised if : : PHONE II82.

number we will go a little farther. For
the present, the way in which the fur-
niture trick was worked must remain a
mystery. But there has been furniture
here, of this room and the hall would
not have been so carefully swept and
garnished whilst the rest of the house
remains in so dirty a condition. If my
eyes don't decive me I can see two
fresh nails driven into the archway
leading to the back hall. On those
nails hung the curtaim- that prevented
was necessary.
Are you still incredulous as to the
house where you had your remarkable
adventure?”

“I confess that my faith has heen
seriously shaken,” David admitted.
But about the furniture? And about
my telephone ecall from Mr. Gates’
town house? And about my adventure
taking place in the very next house to
the one taken by him at Brighton?
And about Miss Gates’ agitation when
she learnt my identity? Do you call
them coincidences?”

“No, I den't,” Bell said, promptly.
“They are merely evidences of clever
folks taking advantage of an excellent
strategic position. I said just now that
it was an important point thaf Mr.
Gates had merely taken the next door
furnished. But we shall come to that

side of the theory in due course. Have
you any other objection to urge?”

“Qne more, and I have flnished for
the present. When I came here the
other night — provided of course that
I did come here—immediately upon
my entering the dining-room the place
was brilliantly {lluminated. Now, di-
rectly the place was void the supply of
electric current would be cut off at the
meter. So far as I can judge, some
two or three units must have been con-
sumed during my visit. There could
not be many less than ten lights burp-
ing for an hour. Now, those units
must #how on the meter. Can you read
an electric meter?”

“My dear fellow,
easier.”

‘Then let us go down into the base-
ment and settle the matter. There is
pretty sure tgybe a card on the meter
made up te the day when the last ten-
ant went out. See, the supply Is cut
off now.” =

As Steel spoke he snapped down the
hall swit=fffand no result came. Down
in the basement by the area door stood
the meter. Both switches were turned
off, but on Bell pressing them down
Steel was enabled to light the passage.

“There’s the card,” Bell exclaimed.
“Made up to 25th June, 183 since

N

there is nothing

when the house has been void. Just a
minute whilst I read the meter. Yes,
that’s right. According to this the card
in your hand, provided that the light
#as not been used since the index was
taken, should read at 1521, What do
you make of the card?”

“1532,” avid cried. “Which means
eleven uni since the meter was last
taken. Or, if you like to put it from
your point of view, eleven units used
the night that I came here. You are
quite right, Bell. You have practically
convinced me that I have been inside
the real 219 for the first time today.
And yet the more one probes the mys-
tery the more astounding does it be-
come. . , What do you propose to do
next?”

“Find out the name of the last ten-
ant .or owner,” Bell suggested. “Diz-
cover what the two houses were used
for when they were occupied by one
person. Alsd ascertain why on earth
the owners arg willing to let a houze
this size and in this situation for a
sum like £80 per annum. Let us go
and take the keys back to the agents.”

Steel was nothing loth to find him-
self in the fresh air again. Some prog-
ress had been made like the opening of
a chess-match between masters, and
yvet the more Steel thought of it the

more muddled and bewildered did 1;9
become. No complicated tangle in the
way of a plot had ever been anything
like the skein this was.

“I'm llke a chilg in your hands,” he
said. “I'm a blind man on the end of
a string; a man dazed with wine in a
labyrinth. And if ever I help a wo-
man again ”

He paused as he caught sight of Ruth
Gates’ lovely face through the window
of No. 219. Her features were tinged
with melancholy; there was a look of
deepest sympathy and feeling and com-
passion in her glorious eyes. She slip-
ped back as Steel bowed, and the rest
of his spech was lost in a sigh,

(To Be Contmuved.)

Voting machines worth $100,000, be-
longing to Marion County, Ind., were
burned in the recent million-dollar
warehouge fire at Indianapolis.

WHY GIRLS ARE PALE.

Because their blood is deprived of
proper nourishment through constipa-
tion. All is changed, color revived,
health renewed by using Dr. Hamil-
ton’s Pills. No medicine for girls and
women better than Dr. Hamilton’s
Pills,

' ATTACKS LEOPOLD

Belgian Socialist Leader Wants
erty for the Congo Black.
—
May 2.—M.
Socialist

Libd

Brussels,

Vandervalde,
the

today,
against the plan for the annex ation of
the Congo Independent State, now bhe-
fore the champer of deputies, declared
strengly that favored the ri ght’
kind of annexation, because he wish-
ed to liberate the blacks who haxy q‘

been the victims of such great wrongsg

He charged that King Leopold had in-

augurated a reign of absolutism, unde
up consciences «h;

leader, in arguing

he

which has bought
the press.

Mr. Vandervalde characterized I".-
confiscation of vacant Congo lands a
robbery, asserting that they really be

longed to the negroes. He demanded
a treaty assuring greater reforms tha
ilhose provided for in the presen
treaty, and incidentally warned th
{ Belgian Government that the corre
| spondence of the United States an
| Great Britain on the subject of the re
forms might soon be published abroa




