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“Hell-fire Jack” is & name which
has boen applied to many man-hand-

ling lhpm but perhaps never, with |-

moro ‘justice than to Adolf Pederson,
the. mstor of the US. barqmnune

“Puako,” which sailed from British
Columbia on April 27, 1918, bouml tor.

Oqo Town. °

Four montht later cupo Town |ot
- wireless mtessage from an ocutward
boud troo»hly to send an armed
guard to the Puako, as mutiny had
‘broken out aboard,

' An amazing story was . dheloud
which hag scarcely been ~equalled
even in fiction.  When the vessel ar
rived_at Cape Towa the skipper re-
ported that the crew had mutinied and
tried to murder him and his two
sons, who were, the mates, and two of
his men had jumped overboard. He
handed over to the police nine mem-
bers of the crew, who had, been badly
knocked about. They were detained
in Cape Town pending their removal
to the United States for trial. They
said that prison was far preferable to
the Puako.

In order fully to grasp the astound-
jug yarn it is necessary to mention
the following members of the crew:

Stewart, cook.

Smithson, cabin boy.

Olsen, boatswaln.

Mattson, carpenter.

Jorgensen, Grielen, Reilly, Jensen,
Jones, Hansen, Joe and John Camp-
bell, seamen.

In his sworn account of the voyage
Pederson said that he found that his
crew had so little knowledge of sail-
ing ships that the sails had to be
furled and the gasoline engine used.

At the beginning of May he had oc-
casion to complain of the cook’s fail-
ure to supply fresh vegetables, of
which there were plenty on ‘board,
and a few days later he pointed out
to Grielen that he was not handling
a rope correctly. Grielen at once
became very excited, and shouted
“Kill me, kill me; TI'll jump over-
board.” As he became stubborn and
asked to be shot, it was thought best
to place him.in irons and confine him
to the lazarette, but on his promising
to be of a different behavior he was
released the following day and al-
lowed to go ‘about his work as usual.

About that time, Captdain Pedersen
said, he found that most of the crew
were members of the “ILW.W.”

When nearing the Tropics it was
noticed that the men were acting
peculiarly, and on May 21 Stewart ap- |
proached the Captain in the dining-'
room, and, after stammering a few
words, produced a large knife and ac- |
sumed a threatening attitude. He was
pacificed and returned to his work,
but later in the. day Smithson inform-
ed Pedersen that it was Stewart’s in-
tention to murder the Captain.

The affidavit continues: Two days
afterwards, whilst I was taking an
observation at 8 a.m., I had occasion

to tell Stewart to go away from where |

I was. That was the last time I saw

him alive.
mate reported that Stewart had jump-
ed overboard. I said “Get him,” and
went on deck right away. The ship
‘was lying almost still and the weather
was dead calm. Everyone was on deck
except Hansen and Grielen. I later
found that these men had practically
driven the cook to do this, as they had
told him to kill me or jump overboard.
This was about the locality where I
was Informed by the authorities that
the German raiders were operating.
When I reached the deck 1 saw the
cook about 30 feét below the surface.
He appeared to be drowned. Ropes
"had already been thrown to him and
were hanging over the side. The
second mate was stripped and ready
to jump, but I stopped him, as 1
thought the cook = was crazy and
might drown him as well. There were
several sharks about, and I saw it
was too late to do anything. None of
the crew made any effort to effect a

rescue. ;

After this, according to Captain
Pedersen, the crew began to act
queerly and talked amongst themsel-
ves of committing suicide. The cabin
boy. -became lnsubordmate, and was
placed in irons for putting poisorr in
the milk intended for the officers’
table.: Subsequently he was set at
liberty, and on July 4 he admitted put-
uumucco!nthebmutorbreﬁ

At 1015 a.m. the second

Mﬁm the lﬂuauon of getting the
cook into trouble. -
Smmuon. who

mluln: from the Captain’s room, at
first depied any knowledge, but “af-
tar,u slap or two” admitted stealing
‘them, with the intention of! putting
them on the second mate and detain-
ing him in the galley. The crew
thought that when the Captain heard
him calling he would go to his as-
sistance, and thus give them the op-
portunity of killing the pair.

‘And so this astonishing affidavit
continued. Olsen was placed in irons
on August 11 hecause he was suspect-
ed of planning to destroy the ship
and kill the Master. Jensen confess-
ed to putting broken glass in the
pread and small pleces of tin in the
dinner meat with the idea of getting
rid of the Captain and his sons. He
also confessed to being a friend of
one Count von Alstorf, an Austrian,
who resided at 827 Washington Aven-
ue, Minnbapolis. On August 20 and
21 Jensen, Jorgensen, Smithson and
Jones ‘were placed in irons because
the Captain thought they were Ger-
man spies. Campbell was also placed
in irons, and the next day Reilly was
manacled on suspicion of being im-
plicated with the others im the plot
to scuttle the ship.

From that time onward, according
to his own admission, Captain Peder-
gsen became afraid of the men. form-
ing his ship’s company, and told them
if they came near him he would shoot
them. This was the time they got
their bruised faces. He bad to hit
them in self-defence.

A number of “confessions” signed
by various members of the crew, ad-
mitting that they had been bribed by
Germans to wreck the ship and mur-

'der the officers, were handed to the

police.

Along with Smithson, Jensen made
& joint “confession” and disclosed the
plans they intended to carry out.
Stewart was to poison the Captain or
stab him, otherwise Stewart was to
be killed. The Captain, mates, car-
penter and John Campbell were to
be poisoned by placing Lysol, scraps
of tin, soap and glass in their food,
but the Captain was too sharp for
them. Another plan was to bore a
hole in the hull of the ship. Grielen
was to use oil from the gasoline tank
to set the Puako on fire. After dis-
posing of the vessel and the officers
the conspirators were to get ashore
lby means of the gasoline launch, and
proceed to America to‘receive pay-
! ment for their = services from the
| Count:

On the other hand, the crew made
some startling affidavits. In describ-
ting the death of Stewart, Reilly said
z that he was at the wheel at the time
i and the sea was dead calm, Sudden-
‘ly he- heard the carpenter<: shout,
“Cook has gone overboard.” The
second mate threw him a line, but no
! effort was made to launch a boat.

‘Whilst the crew were in irons
' Captain Pedersen at the point of the
revolver compefled them to smash
each other. Reilly was forced to
beat Jones, and Jensen, Campbell and
the second mate battered Reilly.
Campbell dragged Reilly. round the
deck by the hair of the head whilst
the second mate belaboured him with
a club. The black eye which he show-
ed to the Cape police was caused by
the second mate hitting him with a
slung shot without any cause. As
a result of the blow he bled a lot on
the deck, for which he was beaten by
the Captain and his sons. Grielen
and Olsen signed statements under
compulsion confessing all sorts of
crimes.

Describing how Hansen met his
death, Reilly stated: “I was on deck
at the time and heard the second mate
order him to set the fore-royal. The
mate smasbed and kicked him before
he went up and abused him whilst he
was in the rigging. Hansen loosed
the lee side of the sail, and the gecond
mate told him to hurry up. Hansen
replied that he was doing his best.
He had no sooner slid to the deck
when the second mate jumped on
him and kicked ‘him where he lay. He
was then ordered aloft again, and as
he was going up the mast the second
mate called him  back and again
struck him. Huun cried out. “I

'Result of Su ermr

was qnuﬂonnd'
‘about ‘a ‘pair. of handcuffs that were
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AN ENGINE THAT

—Will run on any oil that burns.
—Uses half the quantity of the ordinary engine.

miss or skip.

—Burns its fuel instead of exploding it, so
—Vibrates no more than a steam engine.
—By eliminating hammer blows reduces wear.
—Does away with all electrical attachments.
—Requires no heating or heating devices.
—Runs as perfectly at low speed as at normal speed.
—Runs as perfectly “no load”

as “full load.”

Every statement is a proved and provable fact. not merely “our opinion.”
you in fuel and maintenance saving.

—Cannot Carbonize because it burns the carbon, so
—Does not smoke or foul.

—Picks up instantly from slow to high speed.
—Starts as easily as the modern autozaobile.

—Has no valves to pit, wear or grind.

—Has no compressor. _ '

—Has no carburetor, or air adjustments.

—Lasts a lifetime with minimum repairs.

—1Is perfectly simple and accessible.

—Does not require water Injection.

As to first cost: you collect this as well as we:

mayl5,s,w,tf

"JOHN BARRON & CO.,

Sole Agents for Newfoundland
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can’t stand this any longer; I'll jump |

overboard,” He made a lurch to the
side, and as he had his hand on the
main rigging and was about to jump |
the second mate again kicked him, |
and said, “Go to it, you {” Ham~

sen then jumped into the sea. He dia !

not sink but swam aft, and hung on*
to the log line and cried, “Save me,
save me.” Captain Pedersen, who
was leaning -across the rail, shouted,
“Drown, you—." I was standing at
the mizzen rigging, and shouted,
“Captain, he can be saved. All there
is to do is to pull on the line.” Peder-
sen replied, “Let him drown.”
“Later, at the Captain’s dictation,
the second mate wrote a statement
and asked me to sign it. I declined on

the grounds that if I did so I would
be perjuring myself. Pederson  said
I ‘would have to sign before I left the |
cabin, and, jumping from his bed, |
took a revolver from under ‘he pil-|
low and threatened to shoot. I was:
therefore forced to sign to save my
life.”

Jones said he was once shackled to
Jensen and placed in the pumphole
amongst the deck cargo. Whilst there
the carpenter set the gasoline engine
going and pumped salt water on them
for a hour at a time for two days
and two nights.

Jensen, trying to explain his injur-
ies, was forced to admit that he could
not tell when he received them. Once
he was knocked to the deck bécduse |
he had no hot water for the . boss.
Another time when he had plots on
the brain, Pedersen, senior, hit him
with the leaf of an oak table &nd
broke the®leaf, and on another oc-
casion’ assaulted him with a ragzor,
strop, leaving the ‘hook im Jensen’s
scalp. .

‘When the ship wa.s docked at Cape
Town the police, on making a search,
found a loaded truncheon, knuckle-
dusters, a truncheon bored ready for
loading, a hardwood staff, batons, an
antomatic pistol fully loaded, a rifle,
and repeating shot guns in the offi-
cers’ cabins.

The officials responsible for the re-
port submitted to the American Con-
sul at Cape Town for transmission to
Washington, gave it as their opinion
that Captain Pedersen was either out
of his ‘mind or was suffering from
hallucinations wlth regard to ‘various

February of this year Captain Peder-
sen and his two sons were taken to
England and handed over to a file
of American marinég at Southampton,
and later removed to the Tombs

| Prison in New York. «

The three .men were found guilty
on several counts of, assault. Cap-
tain Pedersen received 18 monghs’
imprisonment, consideration being
taken of the fact that he had been
in custody for nearly 18 months, and
his sons, who were recommended or
leniency, were eé\chf sentenced to six
months.—Family Herald and Weekly
Star.

ANNOUNCEMENT.

Mr. D. J. Furlong wishes to an-
nounce to his customers and the pub-
lic generally that he has installed a

'new Renovating and Scouring Ma-

chine which removes all stains and

| dirt from clothes -and makes them

look new without hurt or harm to the
slightest fabric. So he is now ready
to handle one hundred renovated
suits every week without disappoint-
ing one.

Also he is prepared to do all kinds
of, Dyeing Ladies’ and Gent's Suits
with special pressing. Mourning or-
ders given first attemtion. pelivered
in two days.

Dry Cleaning, Pressing, Renovating,
Altering, Repairing cut down - suits;
Dyeing a specialty.

Try our new renovating and scour-
ing ‘process. - ' A telephone or postal
will bring our express to your door.
Outport orders given special attention.
Ring up 697.

“MY VALET”, D. J. Furlong, Prop.
mayl2,tf 5 New Gower St.

PERSONAL. — Miss Genevieve

Powers, daughter of Mr. John Powers |,

of the Reid Newfoundland Co., leaves

by the Rosalind for. New York, where

she will Teside in future.
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|ney yesterday afternoon with a cargo |

hlr‘s Chalrs'

We have just received a shipment of

KITCHEN CHAIRS, HIGH BACK DINING CHAIRS,
WICKER ROCKERS, ETC.

These goods were bought when prices were much lower at the
factory than they are to-day. You will benefit by buying from
us now.

THE C. L. MARCH CO., Ltd.

KITCHEN CHAIRS only .. .. .$ 155
KITCHEN CHAIRS only .. ... .8 225
HIGH BACK DINING CHAIRS .. .. .. .. .. .. .$ 295
HIGH RACK DINING CHAIRS .. .$ 3.50
ROCKING CHAIRS .$ 550
WICKER ROCKERS .. .. Lk +..$ 695
SMOKERS’ CHAIRS, good covermg T Mt VAR ~
BUREAUS and STANDS .. ... > ..$27.50
COUCHES . SRR $15 50 to $18.00
LOUNGES . ..$22.50 to $32.50
KITCHEN SIDEBOARDS ‘ 2.3 .$14.50
BEUSIEADS B G .. .. o ciiii ol ehadnnins v oes . 52200

The C.L.March Co., Ltd.,

(Showroom Se¢ond Floor Vail Building)
Corner Watgr and Springdale Streets.
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Shipping Notes.

Schr. Elizabeth Fearn, Capt. Kemp,
arrived in ‘port yesterday, 23  days
from Barbadoes, to Campbell & Mc-
« /8.8. Canadian "Ayiator, which  left
Montreal on Saturday last,.is. due
hm;.'l'horﬂy. via Charlottetown.

8.8. Diana left Daniel’s Harbor, St.
m. district, at 9 a.m. yesterday
"$.8. Thetis arrived from North Byd-
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Note ;_ “o:nt:e.::i:é‘:‘ o s"m‘l and Suminer Costtime Skirts

s l (‘ " s .t'-a -.‘mmssm each

n‘mmi hzl,n TR ..$ 7.00 to $12.00 each
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