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From a Pastoral Letter By Car-
.dinal Mercier.

Under the date of January, 1917,]
Cardinal Mercier,. Archbishop of:
Mechlin, wrote to his priests a letter |
dealing with the Pdstoral Virtues pro-
per to the Present Hour;" from which
the following is taken:

Catholics beyond our fmntiers——
who did not find it in  their “hearts
to utter a word of reprobation when |
the German armies were ‘slaughtering“
the innocent inhabitants of Dinant,
Virton, Andenne, - Tamines, Aerschot
and Louvain, shooting our priests

less villages; “wlo pfopagated. or ak

lowed to be propagated, the calum-

nies which sought to exculpate the |
criminals by transforming the victims
into agressors; who for the last three
years have been looking on with fold-
ed arms, unpitying eyes, and closed |
lips at the torture of a nation, their |
former friends, who had felt nothingj
but goodwill for Germany—these very
Catholics are now, in pathetic ac-|
cents, chanting hymns to Christian

burning our open towns and defence—i
|
|
[
{

fraternity, forgetfulness of the past, |
and peace.

Very confused notions seem to ‘be
prevalent on' the subject’ of our rela-
tions of- charity and justice towards
the enemy of our Belgian Fatherland.
The present occasion seems' a favour-
able one for recalling certain points
of doctrine of the master par excel-
lence of Christian theology, Saint
Thomas Aquinas.

There are in the heart of man two
deeply -rooted : propensities, the one
towards enjoyment, the other to-
wards anger. The object of the first
is the possession of some good; enjoy-

| with which justice

ment is the outcome of this posses-
sion. The object of the second is to
avert some evil, or to rebel against
that evel when it overtakes us.

These two propensities ars common
to animals and ourselves; in animals,
they take the forms of desire and pas-
sion; in ourselves, they exist not only
as desire and passion, but also as rea-
,sonable inclination.

An inclination to pleasure, sensi-
tive or super-sensitive, lies outside the
‘question with which we are concern-
ed; what we are now examining is
the propensity to anger and ven-
geance, animal passion or inclination
of the reasonable will.

Saint Thomas defines anger as an
appetite for vengeance, ira est appeti-,
tus vindietae. This appetite may be
rooted in the sensitive part of our ha-
ture, or in ‘our supérsensitive will.
How are we to judge it from the moral
point of view?

It may be good or evil, replies St.
Thomas, it may engender an act of,
vistue or a sin, according as to
whether the object of the avenging
will is just and equitable or not. “To

perform .a. virfuous..act. To desire
thus the redress of a moral wrong,

within_ the limits ‘of law, is to be an-

gry  with:evil;-to perform a work of
zeal, 'to act rightly.” :

But to desire vengeance immoder-
ately, whether by overstepping law-
ful limits, or by making the destruc-
tion or the-offender the first consid- §
grpum, and ‘the repression of evil &
‘Seconflary object,'is to act wrongly;
in thfe'}atter,caqe, indeed, the suffer:|
ing "of..our ' ‘Fellow- creature becomes
the ob]ect of our vengeance;

And how are we to judge of the:
participation of passion in ihis a'veng—‘

ing. wrath? . Dges lporalxty demand |
that the mll to. take yengeaucc on evil!
should he nnpossxble" :

No, replies Saint Thomas, on th¢
contrary. Passion is, no doubt, dang-
erous at the moment when a man has'
to decide as to the morality of an act
to be accomplished; it may then, in-:
deed, perturb ‘the serenity of judg-
ment. But directly the justice of an
act of repression is evident, and the
morzality of such repression has been
agreed upon, the passion of anger be-
comes the auxiliary of the will, it re-
inforces the vigour and promptitude
is accomplished;

| the passions, thus kept within proper

bounds, are, says Saint Thomas, use-
ful to virtue, utiles virtute.

The application of these principles
to the pr.esent situation is obvious:
the injustice of the violation of our
territqry is flagrant, and is, indeed,
admitted by “those responsible for it.
The disregard of our rights, from the
fateful days of the invasidn to the
present, is patent. The repression
of these iniquities is therefore a mani-
fest right, and for those in a posii-
tion to perform it, a duty. To desire
that this right should be exercised,
that order should be re-established,
that the offenders against order

: should be chastised and rendered in-
Icapable of doing further injury; to
. desire that inoffensive people should

be'able to live in peace; that the last

i word should be said by the side of

right and to the honour of the God
of Justice; to desire this with all the
energy of our will and all the pas-
sionate ardour of which our human
nature is capable, is to answer fo the
requirements of justice, it is to per-
form an act of virtue.

But this, it is objected, implies
hate, and charity excludes hate.

Undoubtedly, charity excludes hate;
hate is its antithesis; charity and
hate are as mutually exelusive as fire
and water; ‘theyecapnot co-exist in
one person.

But what is it to hate? It is to
wish evil to another for evil’s sake,
to ‘desire that' our': fellow-creature
should suffer merely that he may
suffer, that is, to make his suffering

la consummation on which we dwell

complacently. = Such a spiritual state
would be highly culpable. -

On the other hand, to desire that
physical evil should overtake him who
has committed an injustice and who
persists in it, not hs ‘an end in itself,
but as a' mea.ns to an ulterior- moral
end; to.desire that an offefider should
suffer in'order that, under the stress

of suffering, that conversion:syhich He
refuses to accomplish yolurtarily may
take place:in hls,s soul; is not to hate
him; ofi ‘the comtrary,™it is to'love
him rationally.

“I live, saith the‘Lof@ God, T have

no pleasure in the death of the wick-
ed, but that the wicked turn from
his way and live.”

Following the example of our God,
we do not wish that our enemies
should be excluded from Paradise,
but that they should become worthy
of entering therein.

He who loves well chastises -well,
says the proverb. The love of aveng-
ing justice may be carried to excess,
and degénerate into cruelty; but it
may also err by on'lission, and refrain
from inflicting just punishment on
the guilty.

Virtue lies in the golden mean, For
the desire to execute vengeance for
evil is properly : a virtue. Saint
Thomas esteems it a special virtue
which, in each one of us, completes
the natural repulsion we feel for all
things ‘noxious to us, causes us to re-
I pel harm when it threatens us, and
incites us to vengeance When it
strikes at us.

What would you say of those who,
on the plea of meekness, should wish
to shut up prisons and suppress the
penal code?

“The icollegtive crime of 4 nation
which violates the rights of “another
nation "i8 incomparably greater than
that of ‘the individual’ whom ‘society
condemns to-prison or the guillotine.

We can easily understand that he
who is doubtful of the justice of his
cause should endeavour to see in war
only subjects for pity or horror. But
for us, war is the means of enforcing
respect for honour, of causing Right
to triumph, of establishing Truth and
the worship of the God of Truth in
high pldces. And this is why war is
full of greatness and justifies such
sacrifices! 2

Let us therefore be careful not to
confound hatred, a vice, with the
spirit of just vengeance, a virtue.

Hatred is inspired by an instinct of
destruction.

The virtue of vengeance is inspired
by charity. Valour makes way for it,
by banishing fear from the heart;
the F.ag, the Government and  the
people of Belgium manifested this
greatness of soul at midnight on
August 2, when they braved the in-
solence of the military Colossus who
was about to fall upon us.

When fear is banished the upright
soul looks Duty in the face; it re-
gards offences against truth, justice,
and” God as offences against itself;
the peril of its brethren becomes its
own peril; it is fired by the double
love of God and of humanity; it ac-
cepts self-sacrifice—anything - rather
than submission in dishonour.

This is charity, and the zeal which
is its flame.

This great act of charity was ap-
proved by the Belgian people; they re-
main faithful thereto; . their tears,
their strength, their fortune, and their
blood do not aeem ﬁo thenr too much
to offer for the trlumph of ﬁight and

the sateguarding of ! ‘their independ-

ence..
We shall be to!d perlmps: You
have invoked strict justice, “and we
understand your claim. But there is
another point of view, that of Chris-
tian perfection. Is it not more per-

fect to return good for evil? Ought

not the Christian to be able to for-
give’

Yea, to rettwrn good for evil would
be well if it Were a question only of
individual  wrongs suffered in" secret.

But as“ a fact, dear colleagues,

there are in the pax;ishes of your deap- |

eries “Nimdreds “of homes “which have
been ravaged, pillaged and burnt; the
absentees, either military prisoners
or deported civilians, are legion. 1Is it
to avenge these personal wrongs that
your people demand justice? In the
name of my own experieuce, and sure
as to the nature of yours, I venture to
answer: No!

It is the injury done to the nation
which has aroused general indigna-
tion and requires reparation. Out-
rages on public order must not re-
main unpunished. The princé who
should systematically show mercy to
criminals would endanger  social se-
curity. Peoples who would amnesty
injustice would not be worthy of lib-
erty.

True, the Gospel inclines to pardon.
But the Church knows on what con-
ditions this can be granted. Let us
follow her , example, She demands
that the offengder should confess his
fault; that he-should repent; that he
should promise not td repeat his of-
.fence; .and, ifi his fault be an injus-
tice, that he should make restitution,
in accordance: with Saint Augustine’s
well-known - declaration: Non. re-
mitfetor peccatum, nisi restituatur
ablatums and the acceptance of a pen-
ance commensiirate with the
ties \incurred -by!the sin committed.

As soon as oéur enemies have ful-
filled these conditions, the hour of
mercy will have struck for them.

Certain sentimental souls are oc-
casionally disturbed by recollection
of the words in the Gospel: “Who-
soever shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turn to him the other also.”

But if you desire to understand this
evangelical precept aright, says Saint
Augustine, study the example of Our
Lord Himself. When our Divine Mas-
ter was examined _before Caiaphas,
an officer dared to strike Him in the
face. Our gentle Saviour did not say:
“Here is the other cheek.” He pre-
sented this dilemma to the aggressor:
“If I have spoken evil, bear witness
of the evil; but if well, why smitest
thou Me?”

The Apostle St. Paul also, remarks
Saint Augustine, was on one occasion
publicly smitten on the mouth by or-
der of the High Priest, Ananias. Did
the accused suffer this ' in  silence?
“God shall smihte thee, thou -whited
wall,” he; rejoined, “for sittest thou
to judge me after the law, and com-
mandest mé to be smitten contrary to
the law?” To this retort Saint Paul
further added a sentence of subtle
and scathing irony.

The Gospel precept must not be
taken literally. Its meaning is that,
nnder all circumstances, the Christian
must be master of himself, and able
to preserve his internal patience. As
to his external conduct, it must de-
pend upon the conditions. A truly
wise benevolence will often demand
that one should exercise a certain:
harshness to one’s
must be able to ‘correct him in spite
of himself, and to consider his true
interests rather than his preferences.

Bat did' not God say in the Book of

Deuteronomy: “To Me belongeth ven- |

geance and tecompense?”

- And does mot Saint - Paul, in his
Epistle to the Romans, repeat ' this
precept: - “If it be. _possible, as much

as lieth in you, 1ive peaceably with

‘these texts are taken,

penal- |’

nelghbour ; one]

wrath; for it is written: Vengeance

Obviously these inspired texts do
not mean that God reserves to His
own immediate action all exercise of
repressive 'justice, for in this very
Letter to the Romans from which
the  Apostie
Saint Paul expressly says that the
representatives of public power “bear
the sword . . . to execute
wrath upon him that doeth-evil.”

This, says Saint Thomas, is the
meaning of these words of Scripture::
“External offences are to.be daalt
with by the public powars, but I re-
serve to Myself the power of judging
and punishing hidden faults. And
you, Christians, refrain from hasty
judgments. Nolite ' ante
judicate.”

Or again, says the holy Doctor, the
texts may have another meaning:
“The crimes of men offend God. There-
fore justice and reparation belong to
God. It is to usurp a divine prero-
gative to ascribe the intention of jus-
tice to oneself.”

Finally, a last question: Is it right
for the clergy to take part in the con-
flicts brought about by the war and
the occupation? Are not the func-
tions of the Bishop and hisgpriests
exclusively confined to the ‘spiritual
needs of souls?

The Church is not an invisible so-
ciety of pure spirits..;:The faithful
are exposed to perils of the body and
of the soul, of time and of eternity.
The solicitude of their:pastors must
embrace all these interests, Hear,
further, Saint ™ Thomas' Aquinas on
this point: “The pastors of the
Church must not be content only to
resist the wolves which inflict spirit-
ual death on their flocks; they must
also make a stand against the ravish-
ers and tyrants who cause them to
suffer physically. *Not that the re-
presentatives of ecclesiastical au-
thority should themselves handle ma-
terial weapons; but they should make
use of their spiritual weapons, that
is to say, they should address salu-
tary warnings to the guilty, they
should pray fervently, they should
punish obstinate.rebels with excom-
munication.” =
. 'The ambiguities 'wé have endeavor-
gd to clear up in this view of charity
towards the enemy arise from an in-
adequate conception of charity.

In the eyes of many persons ill in-
formed of the doctrines of Christian-
ity, the virtués are like so many par-
allel threads. These threads' are of
unequal ‘ value, perhaps; charity is,
{Bo doubt, of a superior quality, but
‘none the less it appears to be jux-
taposed to the other: threads of the
weaver’s warp.
~ Thus, we can understand, the mind
accepts the idea of 'charity without
justice, and then casts about for a
means of reconciling the two.

But in reality things are not s0;
charity is a woof which forms a sin-
‘gle tissue. with all the threads of our
Christian: virtués. .

Broadly speaking, there is but one
precept: We must love God, and love
our fellow-men out of our love for
God.

The Christian should be temperate,
strong, just, prudent, but by charity;
he should believe in God, and hope in
Him, but by charity; he should prac-
tise charity, by chLarity. Charity is
the sole inspirer and direc:ior of the
whole moral and religious life.

There is no Christian justice wltll-
out charity, and no charity without
justice. And as avenging justice is
a part of the virtue of justice, there is
no charity withont avenging justice.
To desire to close our eyes to injus-
tice, under the pretext of heroism in
charity, and to allow the enemy t9
commit crimes with impunity. because
he is the enemy, is to fail to recognise
the soversgn £.1 1ecessary sway of
charity in th» c.genisation -of the
1oral, individual, =nd social ‘life ol
Christianised humanity.

3 SPECIALTIES.

STAFFORD’S LINIMENT for Rheu-
matism, Lumbago, Neuralgia and all
Aches and Pains.

STAFFORD’S PRESCRIPTION “A”

tor ‘Indigestion, Dyspepsis, Catarrh,
Gastritis
Price 25c., 50c.-a bottle, Postage bc¢.
and 10c. extra. 2

STAFFORD’S PHORATONE MGH
CURE tor all kinds of Coughs, Colds,
Brochitis, Asthma and Various Lung
Troubles. Price 25c. bot. Postage
Sc. extra.

Prepared, only by

DR. F. STAFFORD & SON,
St. John’s, Nfid.

Theatre Hill Drug Store is open

every night till 9.30.

Red curants, chopped raisins and
orange peel ground fine, are delicious
in preserves.

is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord?” |.

tempus |

and Nervous Dyspepsia.’

“| If you meed stylish, perfect-|
| fitting and well-made clothes—
fin: Bult or Omeoat—m rdl-

’all men. Dearly belowd avenge ‘not‘. g
‘yourselves, but rather give place unto!

morning and night.

In Sealed Bo#lcs

An Effective Nerve Tonic

YOU and ]l.,[,m

WHEN vou're not yourself and feeling out of sorts, shghtly’“
feverish, sallow complexion, nervous headache or depressed :
—take a spoonful of ABBEY'S SALT in a glass of tepid water,‘

. The regular use of ABBEY'S SALT will keep the mtestmes clear, sweeﬁen
the stomach and promote a vigorous, healthy dxgestm system,

@, Your Doctor will proudly pregcribee ABBEY'S—WE GUARANTEE IT.

Sold Everywhere

T

ABBEY'S VITA TABLETS

Cents »

Your Boys and Girls.

All babies are lovely—at least moth-
ers think so. Their features may not
be perfect, but their complexion when
healthy arc always beautiful, bright
eyes and dimpled with an expression
of innoncence and purity.

How to preserve that lovely com-
plexion is a question often asked aft-
er it has been destroyed. Children
are often confined in ill-ventilated
homes, this should not be so, for
oxygen is an agent that noarishes the
blood which forms the -complexion.

A home of this kind not only de-
stroys the complexion, but it brings
about numerous other' bodily ills.

You Can’t Find Any
Dandruff, and Hair
Stops Coming Out

Save your halr! Make it thlck, WAVY,
glossy and beautiful a
once.

Try as you will, after an application
of Danderine, you can not find a sin-
gle trace of dandruff or falling hair
and your scalp will not itch, but what
will please you most, will be after a
few weeks' use, when you see new
hair, fine and downy at first—yes—
but really new hair—growing all over

the scalp.

A little Danderine immediately
doubles the beauty of your hair. No
difference how dull, faded, brittle and
scraggy, just moisten a cloth with
Danderine and carefully draw it
through your hair, taking only one
small strand at a time. The effect is
immediate and amazing —your hair
will be light, fluffy and wavy, and
have an appearance of abundance; an
incomparable lustre, softness and
luxuriance, the beauty and shlmmer
of true hair health.

Get a 25-cent bottle of Knowlton’s
Danderine from any drug store or
toilet counter, and prove that your
hair is as pretty and soft as any—
that it has been neglected or injured
by careless treatment. A 25-cent bot-
tle will double the beauty of your
hair.

Household Notes.

Late peas are best ﬁsed for puree.

Rice with cheese sauce is very nu-
tritious. ~

Do not: be wasteful in preparing ve-
getables.

Coffee should be kept
sealed jar.

Cold milk should be usged for
white sauce. .

Omelet with rice in it is an agree-
able change.

Aspic jelly may be
chicken broth.

Cooked squash
squash biscuit.

Rice and olives are
creamed salt fish. $

Spoon bread .is .delicious made of
rice and-corn meal

Squash can be.canned just as other
vegetables are.

Small potatoes should be &élected
for baking under meat.

Dried celefy may serve as a basis
for cream-ofscelery soup.

"~Corn, tomatoes and rice make good
filling for stuffed peppers.

White loaf eake ig delicious dusted
with sugar and cinnamon,

Cakes without icing may have nuisg
or raising set in their tops. :
Sour milk and buttermilk can be
used with soda in mklu hot breads. |
. There lhould always be a main

in a glass

made’ from
is used to make

good with

=
A Little More and |
A Little Less.

A little more deed and a httle less
creed,

A little more givg
greed;

A little more sharing other people 8
load,

A little more Godspeeds on the dusty
road;

A little more rose: and a httle less
thorne/

To sweeten 'the air fot the smk nnd
forlorn;

A httle more song and a htt]e Jes

glum, |,

And kmds of gold for uplift of th
slum; |

A little less Llckmn a man that is
down,

A little mote smxle and a little ]ess

and a little leas_

frown;|

A little mone Golden Rule in murts
of trade, |

A little more gunshine and a htt,le
less qhade,

A little morg respect for fathers and
mothers,

A little lesd stepping on toes of!
others; |

A Tittle less knockmg and a lm.le
more che f

For the strugg ng 'hero that’s left ig
the rear; [\/

A little more love and a little less
hate;

A little more nelghborly chat atthe

gate;

A httle more helping hand by you

and me,

A little less graveyard sentimen "

tality; A
A little more flowers in the pathway
of life,
A little less on coffins at the end of
the strife.

Shredded red peppers can be add-
ed to vegetable soup with advantage.

Rice and left-over sausage are com:-
bined to make a savory luncheon dish.

It is best to boil pepper hulls fif-
teen minutes, then stuff and bake
them. . * 3

'DANGER TO
SYSTEM UNLESS
ACTION IS TAKEN.

Ignorance alone can excuse neglect ot
the health when all indications point |
to Kidney trouble, Everyone
know that from the hour the Kidny
fail to remove the poisons from th
blood stream, these poisons are accumit- %
lating ready to cause sickness, pain lﬂd i
suffering.

How are you to know that the systemn
ig in danger from poisoning? One of |
more of the following symptoms should
leave no doubt in your mind. If %}

are the victim of backache, s in.
back or sides, or Lum sure
ture is calling for better idncy
Take Gin Pills. :

At the first twinges of Rheuny
swollen ankles and joints, or any ot
manifestation of uric acid poison
take Gin Pills. Dozens of Te:
prove Gin Pills to bedlts

remedy.
Take the warning given by
headaches,
when you 8 ftveqnm ﬂﬁl s,
urinary trouble, or wﬁwl ;
.turn to the remedy wi is so.
mw

that it is sold on the
Gin Pill

Cin Pty ot b o degt
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‘duh for a sort of keynote of the meal. chwﬁ
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