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CHAPTER XXV.

They drove almost in siléuce to the
woods. As they neared the spot they
heard the ll'um of many subdued vaic-
es,and found a small crowd gather-
ed round some object over which a

%,

couple- of policemen were mounting
guard. Burchett stood a little apart
his arms folded, his head bent. A
lane was made for the earl and his
steward, and the two men passed
through it. Something covered with
a rick-cloth was lying on a hurdle.
Whetstone saw it and shuddered, and
drew the earl back.
“It is
not necessary-—it is too horrible!”
But the earl signed to the police-
men; they drew the cloth aside and

he looked at the grisly object.

“Who is it?" he asked in a
voice,

“A man as was stopping at the Dog
and Owl, my lord,” said the inspec-
tor; “a sort of tramp. He was a
.rough kind of fellow, my lord, and up
to no'good. I'm afraid—"

He''stopped™® stddénty, "for” there ‘had
come the sound of other wheels; a
station fly had driven up, and Mr. Tal-

bot Denby alighted and approached
the group. He was very pale, but as

“No; no, my lerd!” he said.

low

calm as the earl us he asid:

“Talbot! I did not - expect
There is a terrible business here.”

Talbot Denby looked round enquir-
ingly. :

“I. heard at the house that some-
thing had happened, that you had
come here, and I followed—naturally
because I feared that some
dent—"’

The inspector shook his head.

“It's no accident, Mr. Talbot,”
said in a low voice.

you.

acci-

he

As he spoke he was about to draw
the cloth aside again, but suddenly
Mr. Talbot Denby uttered a cry.

“No, no!” he said, in a strained
voice; then, as if ashamed of his
lack of merve, he made a gesture of
assent and, going up slowly to the
corpse, looked down at it. They who
were looking at him saw him shud-‘
der and wince—hbnt- they had all®
‘«. shuddered and winced at ‘the grue-
some sight. He turned his head away
and passed his hand across his brow
with a very natural gesture of hor-
Tor.

“Poes anyone know the man—had
he any friends here?’ asked the earl.

There was a general shaking of
?heaﬂs.

““He appeared to be quite a stran-
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on the tramp, my lord,” said the in-
gpector. “How the man came to be
murdered—it was murder, my lord;
you saw the mark of the stab? And,
besides, there’s the knife!”

‘“What knife?”’ asked the earl.

The policeman held it out for his
lordship’s inspection, and the earl
looked at it.

“A murderous
said, in a low voice.
it belong; does anyone know?”

There was silence for a moment or
two, then a ‘voice—it came from a
h.obble‘dehoy young laborer—said,

pipingly :
“It be like Ralph Farringdon's, the

looking thing,” he
“To whom does

gamekeeper.”

The earl’s stern glance rested on
him for a second, then went to Bur-
chett's face and rested there enquir-
ingly:

“What do you say, Burchett?
him look at it.”

Burchett tookthe knife and exam-

Let

ined it.
i [ 4
hoarsely.

like—"” he said, slowly,
“But there are hundreds of
such knives—"

“Not like this one, Mr. Burchett,”
put in the inspector, gravely. “This
isn’t English, leastways it's different
to those we're used to; and, besides,
these initials and carvings!”

“I've seed him wi’ the knife hun-
dreds o’ times,” said the young plough
boy, encouraged by the sound of his
own voice.

“Aye, aye, that we have!” came like
a Greek chorus.

The earl’s face went grey and his

is

heavy brows came down.

“Take care what you say!” he said
so sternly that those near him drew
back with instinctive awe of the great
earl. “Why should Ralph Farring-
don’s knife be here?”

“Buried with the corpse; it
found, so Burchett and Goldie said, on

the top of the body,” murmured the

was

inspector,
The earl scowled at the

tion.

“What connection can there be be-
tween this murder and the young fel-
low? It is possible that they never
“met; rever saw each”other!”

Talbot, standing near his
nodded concurringly.

“Just s0,” he said, in a
“They probably never set eyes
each other. Why should the young
man—what is his name—Farringdou
be suspected?” {

“No one hinted at suspicion!” broke
in the earl, sharply.

The inspector shook his head.

“I am sorry to say, my lord,” he
said, respectfully but firmly, “that
they did meet. They met more than
once, and on two occasions at least
had hard words. Farringdon found
the man trespassing, and, in accord-
ance with his duty, ordered him out
of the preserves.
very civil, and I'm told he threatened
Farringdon or Farringdon threaten-
ed him—”

The earl’s face, grey and set, grew
darker.

interrup-

elbow,

low voice.

on

The man wasn't

“This is no place for such a dis-
cussion,” he said, sternly. “Take the
body to the church mortuary and
‘then come up to the Court, inspector.
Burchett, you will come with him.”

Talbot offered his arm and the earl
took it, and was conducted to the car-
riage. As he got in he  signed to

‘| Whetstone to accompany them. When

they reached the library the earl sank
into his chair by the fire, and sat
staring befosé him as if he were over-
whelmed by the shock of the terrible

started, he rose, and, moving with
stately dignity, went to the chair at
the table and took up the writing ma-

| teriats.
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Talbot approached him gquietly.

“Why trouble yourself with this
matter, sir?” he said, in a low, per-
suagive voice. “Why not let the in-

| spector go to Lord Saintsbury?”

" The earl frowned up at the smooth,
F i

ger, just come here on the chance,|

| murder.”

? {
discovery; then, so suddenly that the:
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Ralph Farringdon was concerned in
it is of course absurd—"
“Of course!” said Talbot,
ly.
man and nothing was known of his

prompt-
“He was a hot-tempered = young
antecedents, but,” warmly and look-
ing round appealingly, “those are cer-
tainly not sufficient reasons for sus-
pecting him of so terrible a crime.”

Whetstone looked up.

“You are right, Mr. Talbot; you are
He did not do it,”

feverish eagerness that

right! he said,

with such
Talbot glanced at him covertly.

“You knew him, Mr. Whetstone?"

he said, as if pleased at Whetstone's
confidence in Ralph’s innocence.

“Yes, Mr. Talbot,” replied Whet-
stone. “I saw him several times, and
was much impressed by his—his face
and manner—"

“Did he tell you anything of his
past life?” asked Talbot, as if still
anxious to hear the best of Ralph.

Mr. Whetstone shook his head.
“But 1
his

“Very little,” he answered.
—I judged from his appearance,
voice—"’ ;

The inspector came in, and the earl
looked up gravely.

“I have got some more information,
my lord,” said Grey, the inspector,
“and I think I ought to ask you for
a warrant for the apprehension
Ralph Farringdon on

of
a charge of

The earl’s lips tightened.

“There is not enough evidence—"

“The The -inspector
swung round on Burchett. “You
identify it? I am told by the man
who was helping you move the fag-
gots that the moment you picked up
the knife you exclaimed, °‘Ralph’s
knife!’” :

Burchett's face vemained

knife—*

immov-
able, his deep-set grey eyes were fix-
ed on the opposite wall.

“Yes; it is his knife,” he said.

“Truth is truth, and cannot harm
him.” i

“And I have witnesses who say that
Fanny Mason told them -she saw
Ralph Farringdon and the deceased—
James Oatway, as he called himself,
he had other aliases, my lord—the
night Ralph Farringdon left the Court
that she heard them quarrelling, and
that they “were  speaking so angrily
that she, being afraid they would
come to blows, ran away home in-
Stead of waiting for Ralph; she was

as ‘is well known.” :
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rather partial to Farringdon, my lord, |
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. The earl moved-his hand impatjn.et- 3

~ “Hearsay evidence! 1It'is worth
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“Certainly!” said Talbot, emphatic-
ally. “Where is this—Fanny Mason?”
The color had crept back to his
face,, and he spoke quite palmly.
though gravely; but there was a
strained look about his face, as if he
were still affected by the tragedy
which had broken' upon all so sud-
denly. h
“Yes; where is she?” echoed the
earl.
“In a situation in London,” replied
Grey. “I have her address and will
telegraph for her. I have wired a de-
scription of Ralph Farringdon to
headquarters at Scotland Yard,
lord, and I do not think there will be
any difficulty in finding him.”

“Why not?” asked the
was supposed to have

my

“He
to

earl.
returned
Australia.”

“He had not gone some weeks ago,
my lord,” said Grey. “Your lordship
may remember reading an account of
his saving a little girl from a fire; it
was 4 plucky thing and he risked his
life, the papers said.”

(To be Continued.)

Positive Relief

from the suffering caused by dis-
ordered conditions of the organs
of digestion and elimination—
from indigestion and biliousness—
always secured by the safe,
certain and gentle action of

Beecham’s
Pilis

Sold everywhere. In boxes, 25 cents.

Statutory Notice!

In the Estate of Joln} J. Eagan, late
of Saint John's, Tanner, deceased,

Notice is-heréby given that all per-

sons"claiming to be creditors of, or

who have any claim or. demand upon
or affecting the "Estate or assets of
the said John J. Edgan, to whose Es-
tate administration was granted by the
Honourable the Supreme Court of
Newfoundland te Mary Eagan of Saint
John’s, Widow, are required to send
particulars of their claims, duly at-
tested, to the said Mary Eagan, Ad-
ministratrix of the said Estate, or to
Wood & Kelly, Temple Building, Duck-
worth Street, St. John’s, Solicitors for
said Administratrix, on or before the
5th day of August, A.D. 1914; and no-
tice is hereby given that after the said
5th day of August, A.D. 1914, the said
Administratrix will proceed to dis-
tribute the assets of the said Estate
amongst the persons entitled thereto,
having regard only to the claims of
which she shall then have had notice.
Saint John's, July 2nd; A.D. 1914,
: WO00D & KELLY,
Solicitors for Administratrix,

1 july7.4itu
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TOTALLY
DIFFERENT

Not only softer, Mcr, more satisf
E:an any other, but distinguished byy:ﬁe'
True Oriental ©dor,” a fragrance inimi
. table in its subtlety and charm. -
line-of- Lazel‘}”c_l-‘amo‘:: S':eclaltls.a l';-::'l’:z’d"l::
the most exquisite delightful
“lllm its, St. Johw’s, Nfid,

Picture Framing!
Thb?e is add:«:;,uty in Q piéture’

have. , #
. One picture-may

:  look” best in Plain
Oak, another in Gilt, White and Gold,

- |or Mission Wood, -

that is. a.rtisti:_eally‘ framed—that is, |
that has just ‘the frame it should|
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Telegram
Fashion Plates.

The Home Dressmaker should keep
a Catalogue Scrap Book of eur Pat-
tern Cuts. These will be found very
aseful te refer to from time o time,

1000-9995.—A GOOD DRESS FOR
BUSINESS OR GENERAL WEAR.

This illustrates a charming Blouse
style, combined with a good service-
able skirt model, both equally de-
sirable in gown effect, or made for
separate wear. As here shown white
drill was employed, with a finish of

gimple stitching. The blouse may be
finished with long or short sleeve.
The yoke and sleeve is combined.

The skirt has a narrow front panel or
insert, and is plaited over the front
panel and back. The Waist (or
Blouse) Pattern is cut in 6 sizes: 34,
36, 38, 40, 42 and 44 inches ‘bust
measure. The Skirt in 6 sizes: 22,
24, 26, 28, 30 and 32 inches waist
measure. It requires ¢ yards of 40
inch material for a 36 inch size, for
the entire dress. The Skirt mieas-
ures 1 1-3 yards at the lower edge.
This illustration calls for TWO
separate patterns which will be mail-
ed to any address on receipt of 10c.
for each pattern in silver or stamps.

1017—A GROUP OF STYLISH

These models are smart and up-to-

date. They are suitable for any of
the prevailing dress or lingerie ma-
terials. No. 1, would be pretty in
cool, dgtted nét or in batiste or lawn.
No. 2 'is very appropriate for pique,
or linen. No. 3 could be made of
cloth, silk or velvet. No. 4 is also
good for such fabrics. The Pattern
includes all styles illustrated, and re-
quires for No: 1, 3 yard, for No. 2, %
yvard, for No. 3, % yard and for No.
4, % yard of 24 inch material for a
Medium size. It is cut in 3 sizes:
‘Small, Medium and Large.

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 10c. in
silver or stamps.

BiSG .o ve 2w ou e mw
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N.B.—Be sure to cut
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THE CELEBRATED
Arthur James’

Fish Hooks

“Extra Double Tinned.”

BOWRING BROS., Ltd,

Agents.

HARDWARE DEPARTMENT.

COLLARS.

Co;_l_tings

Now is the time for
your Spring Order.
Latest designs in fab-
rics, a distinctiveness
in style and a pleased
customer—all in the
“Maunder” make.

Samples and meas-
uring cards on appli-
cation.

CLoOTHIER,

u‘m

“STEPHANO”

To-day, July 23rd.

TA/LORGY
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N

NEW YORK CORNED BEEF.
NEW YORK CHICKEN.

' TOMATOES.
WATER MELONS.
GRAPE FRUIT.

20 crates BANANAS.

20 brls. NEW TURNIPS.

25 crates CABBAGE.

10 brls. NEW POTATOES.

! And in store ,
200 bundles No. 1 HAY.




