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A SENSIBLE PROPOSAL.

By all odds the most sensible dof the :
many and varying suggestions to pre-
vent a fuel famine in the prairie coun-
try this winter is the proposal that the
duty on coal should be removed. Tpe
suggestion involves no hardspig, no
coercion, no forcing of anybody to do
whadt he is unwilling to do, no imposi-
tion of a burden.upon the public or
any class of the public. On'the con-
trary, it proposes to relax an existing
restriction, that trade freedom- may
modify or remove the danger which

A CASE FOR INVESTIGATION.

The local Builders’ Exchange have
given up the stupendous task of trac-
ing at their own expense and trouble
the operaticns of the cement merger
and whether or what the formation of
this trust had to do with the increase
in the price of cement. The significant
fact-hawever is given out on the au-
thority of the builders that the price
of this necessity of construction has
advanced from $2.50 per ‘barrel to
$3.20 and $3.35. That fact, coupled
with the other fact that the advance
coincided in point of time with the
formation of the merger gives suffici-
ent ground upon which to appeal to
the Dominion Government to have in-
vestigation made into the workings
of thig combination. The <cement-
makerg of the Dominion - have been
encouraged in ‘their business by a
tariff of 12 1-2 cents per hundred-
weigh  against foreign cement. If
they have used the adyantage to force
the cemerit users to pay dividens on
stock which daees not represent money
put' into the business, the advantage
should be no longer extended to them.
Jn any event the known facts are suf-
ficlent to warrant a request far inves-
tigation, with the object of finding out
whether this has or has not been done.

PUTTING ON A BRAVE FACE.

There are signs that the Opposition
are not really as anxious for an ap-
peal to the country as they profess to
be. Mr. Middleboreo spent some time
in proving to the Hause that the Gov-
ernment had all along had the inten-
tion of 'going to the country on the
recipreeity question, What his aim
could be it is not clear unless he in-
tended a protest that in this supposed
intention the government were doing
something -that was objectianable to
the Opposition. Mpr; Borgden likewise
“suspected” that the Premier had ad-
vised the secretary of ‘state to get
ready for an election before he left
for the Coronation, The object of
both speakers was plainly to establish
that it has been the purpose of the
Guvernment to do what they claim to
want the Government to do. In this
there is room for the suspicion that
the Opposition having made up their
minds that there was to be an elec-
tion, thought the best thing to do was
to put on a brave face and pretend to
want an election.” Then if the Gov-,
ernment brought an an election they
could be accused of ignoring the right
of the western country—and some sec-
tions ‘of the eastern country-—to in-
creased repreSentation. If they did
not call an election they could be ac-
cused of being  afraid of dcing so.
There is nothing like being prepared
for any emergency.

A BAD PRECEDENT,

The Unionists, or at least the turb-
ulent spirits among them, on Monday
gave an illustration of the intolerant
spirit of their party when they made
the unhappy precedent of refusing a
hearing to a 23ritish Premier in the
House. of Commons. ‘Their leaders
are said to:be fearful that this dis-
courtesy will arouse popular sympathy
with the Premier, and will thus work
to the injury of the cause it was in-
tended fo help. Unless the Britishers
are very pecqliar]y constructed beings
that. will be precisely what it will do,
But the apprehensions of the Union-
ist leaders do ‘more credit to their
politieal “sagacity ‘than to their sense
of .proportion. ‘If the worst they can
see in this incident is its immediate
effect .upon the pelitical fortunes of
the two parties, then England is un-
fortunu,te_in the leadership of one of
thése. The humiliation.. which must
some to thc British people naw and
hereafter when this outrage is men-
tioned and reecalled is of more conse-
quence than the way it may affect the
popular vote at the moment. | The
world araund, the Britisher has borne
the name of a courageous and sgelf-
posséssed gentleman who is parlia-
mentary controversy listended respect-
fully and respeéctably to what his ad-
versary had- to say, mo' mattef how
much it might be at variance with his
own views. = What will be Ieft of that
tradition when the enemies of Eng-
land have made the TBse they are sure
to make of this recent incident; when
their journais have by print and car-
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words with which he disagrees; and
when they have traced this supposed
characteristic out to its significance
as a sure and certain sign of the fail-
ing moral courage of our race?

N‘ O OBSTRUCTION!

An Opposition speaker tried to jus-
tify the hold-up of Parliamentary
business by saying there were still
fifty-five members of the Opposition
sid¢ who have not spoken on the re-
ciprocity question, and that the Min-
ister 'of Finance had promised that all
the Opposition members would have

i & chance to express their views on the

question:

But the Minister did not promise
that each member of the Opposition
would have the chance to rehash at
length all that each preceding Op-
position speaker had said under the

! guise of advancing views of his own.
“1f the Oppceition speakers had each

been shut off when they ceased to ex-
press views of their own and began
to repeat views that others had al-
ready expressed quite as well and at
all necessary length, the Opposition
members could all have spoken a
couple of times each in the months
already consumed in this debate.

In view of what has been going on
at Ottawa this interpretation cf the
minister’s statement is ludicrously lit-
eral. There are at least fifty-five
members of the Opposition who are
never heard from in a session; let
alone being all heard on any one ques-
tion that comes up in a session. Also,
there is a considerable number of Op-
position speakers who will nat be
heard on this question if the debate
drags on till Doomsday. Mr. McCar-
thy, of Calgary, for instance, has no
intention of hanging himself by mak-
ing a speech in opposition to the views
of his constituents, nor of making a
speech in opposition to his leader and
his fellow-oppositionists.

And suppose these fifty-five gentle-
men were each given the chance to
declare their views in the way and at
‘the length in which those who have
spoken already have done. Fifty-
five speeches of three hours each
would cccupy one hundred and sixty-
five hours. At five hours per day, and
four days per week devoted to this
guestion, that would require that more
than eight weeks longer be consumed
in the discussion of this question alone
%-and the largest part of the sessional
prcgram not yet touched. And when
that eight weeks had been cansumed,
the House would not yet be in com-
mittee on the resolution. In commit-
tee each Opposition speaker could

exactly as often as he pleased. Still
the Opposition claim that they are not
abstructing the measure, but only in-
sisting 'in a reasonable extension of
the privilege of debate.

Toronto Star: There was 4 false
alarm as to Dr. Beattle Nesbitt being
in Germany. Assuredly some peo-
Ple, have wished him in the Nether-
land.

Ottawa Free Press: Mr. Borden
says he wasn't counted in the census.
Well, let them add one name when
its all done: “Robert Laird Borden;
occupation, blocking supply.”

Victoria Times: Sir
M wag worth exactly $300,000
worth) of ‘“great service to the Union-
ist ty” in the United Kingdom.

Montreal Herald: The Star repri-
mands the Conservative opponents of
reciprocity for discussing it “largely
as an economic question.” We have
not noticed any such disposition on
the part of the Conservatives, between
whom and the Star the chief differ-
ence is merely that some Conserva-
tives are a little more sane. The only
way in which the reciprocity agree-
ment can be ‘discussed” is as an ec-
onomic question. As anything else—
as treason to the British Empire, as
veiled annexation, as the assassina-
tion of Canadian nationality, as an
American censpiracy—it can only be
howled about. There is a tremendous
lot of such howling being done.

Montreal Herald: The Regina Pro-
vince makes the amazing statement

Max Aitkin,

lands cry has 'been :0f small use to
the federal Conservative cause in Sas-
katchewan because it was regarded as

Saskatchewan really wanted control
of its provincial lands, along with the
accompanying sacrifice of its special
revenue from the Dominion, there is
exactly one place where it could get
it, and that place is Ottawa, and
there is exactly one leader who is
anxrous to give it,-and that is Mr.
Borden. If the Saskatchewaners pre-
fer to take the issue into the provin-
cial field; the sole conclusion is that
they are not anxious to get that con-
trol.

NO MORE LAND GRANTS,

Replying to a plea that veterans of
some class or other should be remem-
bered in a substantial way by the
country, the Minister of the Interior
glated in the House of Commons that
there are to be nc further issues of
land script. The announcement will
be welcomed iﬂ the West. It is no
gift to the vetéran to give him land
on which he must do cultivation
duties similar to those by which he
could secure a homestead; and to give
him land without imposing the culti-
vation duties is not tc be thought of.
The cultivation of the land is weorth
more to the country than the money
it would take to satisfy the claim the
véteran has to recognition, And as
it usually works out, cash in the hand
would be of quite as much value to the
veteran.

HIGH PRICES AND LOW WAGES.
The Mantreal Gazette wants the

toon portrayed the Britisher as a
cowgrdly- fellow who fears to hear

immigration regulations which restrict
i :

again express his views and those of
all the others, and do it over again:

that the provincial control of public'

a question of provincial polities. If

——————e

the importation of labor abolished. It
says: “It'is intimated from Ottawa that
the Government will relax its foolish
immigration restrictions so as to per-
mit the free entry into the ccuntry of
men who are willing to work at the
gathering of the crops. Before this
the regulations haye been relaxed in
fayor of men who are willing to work
on the railways. Regulations, . that
cannot be maintained lest the industry’
of the country shall suffer should be
good regulations to abrogate.” The
Gazette is the oldest Conservative'
newspaper in Canada, and the fore-
most newspaper supporter of Mr.
Borden. If he were returned to power
#ts views would no doubt carry con-
siderable weight in the cabinet coun-
cils, and with the majority in the
Hcuse of Commons. Its declaraties
that the regulations should be alto-
gether abolished and the country left
liable at all seasons to a flood of cheap
labor from all creation, is in curious
eontrast with the doctrine that every-
thing but labor ‘should be excluded
frem the country by a high tariff, It
negatives altogether the idea that the
manufacturer if made prosperous by
law should also be made to share this
prosperity with his - employees by
tha payment of good wages. It de-i
maads that while the manufacturer,
be ailowed to fix his selling prlcesl
under the advantage of a protective
tariif, he be allowed to fix the wages
be.shall pay under free trade. “High
prices for the manufacturer and low
wages for the employee’” seems to be
the slogan of the anti-reciprocity
{orces.

THE “PUSHFULS.”

Mr. Austen Chamberlain is the som
of *‘Pushful Jce.” Of that his nominal
leader has cause to be reminded at
the present time. Mr, Chamberlain is
mentioned in the despatches as head-
ing tHe revolt of the Unionist members
of the House cf Commons against Mr.
Balfour’s &ourse on the veto bill, and
in effect against Mr. Balfour’s position
as leader of the party. Ten years ago
the elder Chamberlain headed a re-
volt in reality though not in namé:
against the same leader, and had not
advancing years and failing health
put an end to his political activities it
'could have been anly a question of
'time until h® either replaced Mr. Bal-
four as the head of the party or be-
came himself the head of a faction
acting independently of the nominal
leader. The younger Chamberlain is
i fighting his leader on different ground,
' ostensibly at least. Apparently he is
‘ fighting for the preservation of the
‘privileges of those to wham his father
In earlier days applied the apt quota-
tion, “they toil not, neither do they
'spin.”” But back of this lies the fact
that Mr. Balfour has never been ac-
cepted by the more ardent advocates
of a tariff as being whole-heartedly
Wwith them. For years after Mr. Cham-
berlain had from the ranks begun
preaching the doctrine of a tarift, thel
views ¢f Mr. Balfour on the subject
were not exactly known to the party
or the ¢ountry. And when he finally
cast in his lot with the tariff section
jof the party it was more in the natiurs
of bowing to a movement he could no
check tonan f taking up a cause to

which he had been soundly convortad. |

Even at theé recent election the 13:
thest he would go was to say he woul,l
refer the matter to tae electors v 1«. 1y
if returned to power. That s.nle: the!
mist .8t with which he had beea re-
garded by the Chamberlrins and their
followers, It made apparent that if
England came to adopt a tariff it
would not bhe through the efforts of
Mr. Balfpur, And the Chamberlains
are not the kind to allow another man
to reap' where they have have sown.,
It was a safe surmise that sooner or
later an opportunity would be found
for breaking away from Mr. Balfour's
leadership with the son of ‘“Pushful
Joe' as the head of the dissenters, The
occasion seems now to have arrived,
and for the time interest in the British
political situation changes from the
veto bill to the civil war among its
opponents,

THE BLOCKADE SHOULD BE
BROKEN.

Reciprocity has passed at Washing- !
ton; but at Ottawa the blockade-con-
tinues, the Opposition say it will con-
tinue, and their newspaper supporters
say it ought to be continued. TUnless
Mr. Berden and his friends lose nerva!
therefore, the prospect is for an early
dissolution of the House, and an elec-
tion without a 'redistribution of the
seats. i

That this is what they are trying
to bring about is of course stoutly
denied by the Opposition. They re-
budiate the noticm that they are try-
ing to force a verdict on reciprocity
before the West has been given the
voice to which it is entitled in deter-!
mining what that verdict shall be——‘
and proceed cheerfully to discount
their protest by their performance.
For whether it be their aim to bring
on -an election without redistribution
or not, that is the thing they are
making certain and unavoidable.

With much circumstantiality the
Opposition invite the Government to
bring down a redistribution bill. This
they know very well cannot be done
until the census is complete; and the
Census Commissioner says his work
cannot be completed before Octaber.
In substance therefore the Opposition
demand is that Parliament mark t'lme
Lfor three months; that the Government
then bring down, a redistribution b'll
~—which they would likely fight for:
another month; and then go to the’
country to find aut whether a Gov-
crnment with a majority of fifty should
Have any say.as to what the country
wants.

Parliament has been in session since

last November. Reciprocity was fh-
troduced in January. The Opposition
have had plenty of time to make plain

-what they think about it, and if they

have not done so it is useless to ex-
pect they will ever be able to do so,
and to delay matters to give them Lue
further chance. They have held up
not only the agreement but the othar
business of Parliament to an ext:nt®
probably not precedented in this couns
try. They now demand the privuiese
of holding up business far another
three months—and for how much
longer nobody knows. For even &n
election would not end the matter.!'
The Opposition would be quite as free
to hold up reciprocity next sessicn asi
this; and if their present conduct ‘n
the face of public opinion counts for;
anything, wculd be quite as ready to!
do so. :
That is a plan to which no se.1-
respecting Government would be likely
to agree. The business of a Gcvern-
ment is to govern, and it must be taken
to be part of that duty to see that an
obstructive Opposition does not pre-
vent it from governing. More t.aan
that, it would be political folly for a
Gavernment to allow a blockading
Opposition to-do so. The ¢onsequences
of a blockade fall in part—in the
larger part—upon the Government.!
They tend to spread the notion that,
the party with the majority does not
want to make progress, or has fallen
into impctence, and should be wiped
out, For the sake of the country—
whose business must be allowed to
proceed, and of themselves—who will
be held responsible if it does nct pro- |
ceed, the policy of indefinite delay is,
one to which the Government cannot
afford to give tolerance. The Op-
position have had all ‘the lattitude
demanded by reason or charity. The
interests of the public demand that
the blcekade be broken as soon as
possible, by the only available means
—an election. i

l

Montreal Herald: General Garcia
thinks that Cuba wants reciprocity
with Canada. The idea should be
promptly discouraged. Cuba might go
on :to annex us, and we cannot Le
annexed by more than one country at
a time. |

Toronto Star: Maintaining that the
world .grows .better and not worse, |
Lloyd Géorge quotes the answer given |
to a critic who said.that Punch was!
not as good as it used to be: “It!
never was.” It is said that the oldest
manuscript in existence is a lament
over the degeneracy of the age.

Calgary Herald: A southern news-
paper man suggests that the TU.S..
papers gush too much, about wed-
dings. The scribe does; not want to
know anything about;ithe bride, she
being married and settled; what he
wants to read. about are her’ sisters
and maiden aunts and her cousins.

Torento Star: The Opposition at Ot-
tawa has not made up its mind whe-
ther to deny obstruction or to glory in
it. - The latter is the more candid
course; there is ne dpubt about the
fact of obstruction. On the other hand,
there is no use in complaining of ob-
struction or any other tactics which
the Opposition may use to defeat re-
eiprocity. The fight will be on’ reci-
procity, not onfany sigeligsue.

!

|
|

Toronto Glpbe; ‘“‘Sweet are the uses
of adversity,”” ®Shakespeare hasg told
us, and while he may' have converts
among the advocates of obstruction
and artificial high 'prices, hopeful
youth still favors abundance. The fol-
lowing extract from a letter written
by a Canadian Boy ‘Scout in London
reveals the youthful point of view on
the leading theme: i

“Thefe is a bank in camp and I:
have £4 17s 4d left, which is pretty
good, considering that there are so
many things here cheaper than half
the Canadian price. I got a search-
light for a shilling, which costs 85
cents in Toronto. I also invested in a
bugle for $2.50; in Canada they are
$5. Now, don’t think I'm extrava-
gant ,for bugling is a healthful exer-
cise. I also bought a new Scout hat’
for $1.25, and it is worthy any §4
Steton at home. I will bring back a
lot of souvenirs.”

Montreal Herald: The Globe thinks
that the appropriation by the United
States people of the deslgnation “Am-
ericans” “will almost certainly pass
into general acceptance.’ It will, about
the year 1850. And Canadians need
not hother about it, having an excel-
lent and accurate name of their own
and no particular use for a conlin-
ental designation. {

I

RECIPROCITY OR RESTRICTION?

Reciprocity means that the producer
of farm products would be able to sell;

lt.hem where he could get the most

money for them, and the consumer of
farm products allowed to buy them'
where he could get them for the least
money. Whose business would that!
injure?

THE ALTERNATIVE. i

Parliament began morning sittings
on Wednesday and the first day made
clear enough that longer sittings are
not to mean mere progress with re-
ciprocity. The members assembled at
11 a.m:; reciprocity was the item on
the bill of fare; but reciprocity was
not reached until 11 p.m., and no pro-
gress was made after it was reached—
unless in courtesy the rehash of oft-
repeated opposition argument be called
progress, At this rate ¢f going it would
take about’ eleven weeks to give the
unspoken fifty-five Opposition memb-
ers a chance to‘say wiat they have to
say about the measure. Three solid
months of prevention of the despatch
of business, after the eight months of
marking time we have already had, is
the alternative to calling an an elec-
tion before redistribution. And at the
end of the three months reciprocity
would be no nearer realization than
the day it was introduced.; The choice !

)

is an immediate election or the indefin-
WA postponement ot reciprocity.

A FOOLISH SUBTERFUGE,

1n their endeavor to escape responsi-
bility fof an élection being he.d before
the western 3people have been given the
addilional representation in Parlia-
ment ta which their growth in number
entitles them, Opposition papers are
asserting that in March Jast Mr Bor-
den’ advised the Government tu have
the census taken earlier than intended,
in order that the redisiribution could
be made before an eelction would be
necessgry. This sounds very well. But
one circumstance of some importance
has been overlooked., Section 8, of

chapter b, cf the Acts of the Parlia- |
ment of Canada, passed in the year:
|is to be remembered also that indus-
trial stocks, representing the owner- |

1905, reads as follows:—
Sec. 8. A census of Canada shall
{ be taken by the office, under the
direction of the Minister, on a date
in the month of June, in the year
one thousand nine hundred and
eleven, to be fixed by the Governo:-
in-Council, and every tenth year

thereafter. i

2. A census of the population and
agriculture of . the province of

Manitoba, and of the provisional

districts of Alberta, Assiniboia and

Saskatchewan, in the North-West

Territories, shall be taken by the

office, under the girection ot the

Minister, according to special

forms and instructions to be ap-

proved by the Minister, on a date in
the month of June, in the year one
thousand nine hundred and six, to
be fixed by the Governor-in-

Council, and every tenth year

thereafter.

Irom this it will be seen that the
earliest date on which it is. possible
for the census to be taken is June 1st.
The hour chosen for the enumeration
this yéar was mridnight of June 1st,
and the enumerators began their
rounds throughaut the Dominion on
the second day of June. If the elec-
tion is forced before the redistribution
ol seats takes place it will not be be-
cause the redistribution was delayed
through delay in the taking of the
census. The census. could not have
been legally taken a day earlier than
it wns taken., The section quoted was
passed by Parliament with unanimcus
consent, Mr. Borden and his followers
raising no objection.

A TIMELY WARNING.

The Mcntreal Gazette seems to be
weakening in the confidence that reci-
procity will be rejected by the people.
At any rate, it hangs out a warning

'sign to the merger-maker and the

buyer of merger stock that each had
better take note of the signs of the
time and govern himself accordingly.
The merger, as the Gazette points out,
is formed for the purpose of enabling
samebody -to gather dividends where
he has not sown investment. Against
this' practice it notes that there is a

regrettable feeling of disapproval in|

the minds of a great many people. In
consequence, the merger has not only
to run the risks inseparable from busi-
ness but also the risk of being inter-
fered with by law. In the United
States the legal regulation of such con-
cerns has been engaging the attention

icf the State and Federal. legislators,

for years, and—the Gazette says sig-
nificantly—a beginning in the same
line is being made in Canada. What
the beginning is, .or why it should be
emphasized at this particular time the

Gazette does not say, and the assump—] \

tion is that what it is thinking about
is the effect «of the reciprocity agree-
ment upon the merger. To those who
ccasider the wide spread between the
price which the producer gets for raw
material and the price which the con-

sumer pays for the finished prcduct,

the interest of the merger-maker in
having Canadian raw produets barred
fiom the United tSates ig/€lear enough.
If they are admitted free of duty to
that country the Canadian merger will
have to compete for them with buyers
from across the line. If their export

i3 prevented or partially prevented by

the maintenance of the tariff, the Can-
adian merger will have no competiticm
save what it keeps up for the sake of
appearance, will be able to buy pro-
ducts at what prices it pleases to pay
and to sell them at what prices it
pleases to charge. The Gazette bears
the reputation of speaking consistently
on the side of the financial interest
on public questions. Its plaintive
warning seems to be intended to ccn-

| vey to the investor in merger stock the

idea that he had better put his influ-
ence on the side of the tariff if he
wants to draw dividends from his ir-
vestment; and to the merger-maker
the idea that this would be a fine time
for him to not attract public attention
to. his thimble-rigging devices. The
article in question follews. It appear-
ed under the heading, ‘“Mergers and
their risks,” in the Gazette of July
17thi—

“Mergers and i{ssues of securities on
what have come to be considered as
merger lines are being announced
with a frequency which speaks of the
profit presumed to be in the business,
but that does not always promise
well for the investor. The United
States Steel Corporation in a way set
the fashion, which is now generally
understood. A number of more or
less competing industries are got. to-
gether, The various owners are
given a good price in bonds or pre-
ferred stock of the merger company
for their properties, and have a first
claim upon the earmuws of the great-
er enterprisa. Then the merger man-
agers make an issue of common
stock, which controls the merged pro-
perties, and when it is sold or earns
dividends represents their profit. In
the case of the United States Steel
Corporation the management has
beén such that after paylng the bond
interest and preferred stock charges,
there has been available earnings en-

ough to maintain the properties and

\

"which are generally what the

pay a moderate dividend on the com-
‘mon- Steck.
cantile ‘marine merger, on the other
hand, the earnings reported have not
left anything to divide among the
common stock holders and their
holdings are not heard of on the stock
exchanges. Between these two ex-
amples of the merger thére are others
which make various showings in con-
nection with their common stocks,
pub-
lic is asked to buy.. To those who
buy such securities for speculative
reasons, in the hope that a turn may

be made on a rise, nothing is to be |

Such men know their busi-
ness, or should know it. Those who
would buy stocks for investment,
looking to the income for a means of
living, would do well to remember

said.

that cheapness in stock issues means|

doubt as to regular dividends. It

ship of properties liable to increas-
ing competition and the losses of glow
trade, should pay high interest.
and twelve and

on well conducted manufacturing en-
terprises where the turn-over every
year may be many times the amount
of the capital and where every turn-
over means risk of loss as well as
chance of profit. The rate of return
in standard railway shares is not a
measure of valuing industrial issues
or mining company stocks. There is
also a political risk connected with
some merger securities. In one sense
it does not matter to the community
what the capital of a company may
be, in fact or in name. If it car-
ries on its business on business lines,
meets its obligations and maintains
its solvency, the country does not
need to care whether it pay 4 Dper
cent. profit on a capital of five mll—v
lion dollars or 10 per cent. on one of
two millions. There are many who
do not see this, howeevr, and in the
United States the alleged exactions
of the merged trusts are being widely
used as arguments for a reduction of
the tariff on the anticles they pro-
duce. In Canada a beginning has
been made on the same lines. I‘f
such arguments prevail there will bé
keener competition from abroad in
the. products of productive industry.
The investor should perceive the les-
gon. Combinations of industries made
for the apparent purpose of issuing
securities should be carefuly studied
before investing in them.”

The Edmonton Capital will please
take note that whatever Hon. Frank
Oliver's faults may be, he has at least
the saving grace of letting the dele-
gates to a political convention choose
their own candidate, and avoids alto-
gether any attempt to dictate. It was
different with the Cress faction; they
came into Victoria electoral district
vninvited and certainly undesired, and
gratuitiously thrust their opinions up-
on the delegates at the convention held
prior to the last Dominion elections.
If they want ary arther light on their
tactics here they can get it.

Good Conditions in Manitou,

Manitou, Man., July 27—Several
farmers in the gurrounding districts
are busy this week cutting barley.
Early oats will be ready for the
binder within a few days. No better
crop prpspects should be wished far,
no fro no rust and wedther condi-
tibng ideal, - Fully 300 harvest hands
are needed hgre,

/
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A “CONSPIRACY”

— Ny
Jegreville Observer—7The Edmonton
“Capiial’ contains some interesting
malter respecting the alleged conspir- |
acy to overthrow the Rutherford Gov-!
ernment. This timeg, the Capital has
dragged W: H. White, M.P. for Vic-
toria, into the mess, and it behooveth
us to sit up and take notice.

AL MU Cheim bastie aldae V0 AaLU WA LRC sdudia

Witedirde LU ULl Ab. UYL, skl Ld .y,
DUdigs Wlladivadds L. LUy uil Llg
SUULCOD Wasillt @tCllUlu daieo CaiULLS WD
pul e Lluuleriold-clves teg:dlle vut
vl business. Ane cCapitul, in somne
way ull Uuaael, obtained poussession cl

this letler, and it iorms the tront pase

Lediiua 0 UL Lie Monday euilivil. Also lvan old man.

rorms the theme of a lenzthy Capital
editorial un the relation sustained by
tlon. Frank OUiiver to the ccnspiracy
the Capital claiming that the letter
forms proof positive that Mr. Oliver
both knew about and abetted the con-
spiracy.

Now, The Observer does not exist
to do any political fighting for either
Mr. Oliver or Mr. White ,but it really

does seem that the Capital is drawing |

its inferences frcm quite a distance.
§t is quite probable that both Mr.
Oliver and Mr. White knew that Mr.
Boyle had a scheme on foot to upset
the administration. Not being either
dead or asleep .there was no reason
why they should not Know avout rt;
but that does not imply that they
were actively interested in it. And

there certainly was na reason under |

Heaven why Mr. Oliver or Mr. White
should move hand or foot to save the

Rutherford-Cross administration from

extinction.
It is perfectly well known that for

vears there has existed covert warfare |

between the Cross and the Oliver
factions o fthe Edmonton Grits. Most
of the time the scrapping was fairly
well concealed, but occasionally it
broke out into flames and thus be-
came public property.
ginal cause of the trouble was is not

In the case of the mer-

Ten |
fifteen and twenty|
per cent, are common rates of profit|

What the ori- |

‘known to the Observer, nor does it
matter. “The fact is that it existed and
exists teday in even more virulent form
than heretofore. Every effort has been
made by the Cross forces to discredit
Oliver and drive him from public lite,
Ee\'en to going to the lengths of procur-
{ing, by fraud cr crime, a copy of Oli-
ver's bank account. Under such ci
jcumstances it is scarcely to be expected
that Oliver would lie awake
waadering how he ¢ould heap coals of
fire on the heads of his enemies.

In its editorial reference the Capital

says that Mr. White owes his nomin-
ation and election to the ‘“‘convention
manipulations” of Mr, Boyle. This i
oniy a half. truth, and the capital
knows it. The facts are that Mr.
White would have had absolutely
trcuble in getting the nominatic
here, and would certainly have not
{required any assistance. from Mr
j2oyle ,had it not been for the fact
that the Cross forces came down here
and camped out on White's trail in'an
effort to turn the nomination elsc-
where. Mr. Cross, Mr. Marshall, Dr.
Rutherford, Senator Talbck, and a
| number of others were here and tied
the convention up for hours in a mis-
guided attempt to throttle the fre
| opinions o fthe delegates. They were
defeated, and naturally the defeat did
'not sweeten their disposition.

The Observer publishes the Whitc
letter below, and a few pertinent com-
ments an it seem to be in order.

! 1n the first place how did the Capital
or its frifnds get this letter? Was it
not by plain theft? By stealing it
irom Mr Boyle's pocket at the Legis-
| lature?
i Second, how does the letter show
that Mr. Oliver was actively interest-
ing himself in the overthrow of the
administration? Does it not she
"the contrary? Mr. White plainl,
states that while Mr Oliver is jubilant
cver the result, he was very noncom-
' mittal all along; in other words whert
! he knew of what was going on he was
taking no part in it.
i Third, -the reference to
! “getting to be an old man” is plain
\surcasm. Mr. Cross’ friends for a long
time touted him as a worthy successor
ta. Laurier as Dominicn Premier. I
upset of the Alberta administration
frustrated, for the time at least, Mr.
Cross’ ambitions in the larger field,
and Mr. White saw a chance for a
timely thrust and did not forget to
put it in. 2
Fourth, there is nothing in the letter

nights

Laurier

“to justity the extraordinary conclusions

drawn by the Capital respecting Oliver.

Fifth, the action ¢f Mr. Boyle in
taking the initial steps to rid the pro-
vince of an administration whose fac-
;Linnal supporters descend to sneak
| thievery, and leave no stone unturned
| to agcomplish the political ruin of
| their factional opponents, seems tc be
| most thoroughly justified.

And last, the political skulduggery
which has been going on in this pro-
| vince must cease, and ceasc soon, or
the whole kit and posse will be wiped
out and utterly obliterated by the
electors.

Fellowing is Mr. White's letter to
{Mr. Boyle:
| House of Commons, Ottawa,
| March 11, 1910.
Hon. John R. Boyle, Esa.,
| Edmonton, Alta.:
congratulate

Dear. Boyle,—I must
you on your success which, at Teast,
:p:\ssed expectations. 1 notice, by
this morning’s papers, that ycu have
made a clean sweep, although I am
curious to know how you managed to
i He seemed to

died
I notice the proposed
Cushing is what 1

! noticeably hard.
Cabinet of Mr.

(think about as strcng an aggregation

as could have been got together.

We have been very busy at this er
just got through with the navy debate
this morning and, between the two,
I have been leading a somewhat stren-
uous life.

q

1 notice that Mr. Cross and Mr.
Woods are retiring from public lil¢
and intend opening a law oflice at Ed-
montcin. I believe they will be more
in their element in that line than they
have been for the last three or four
years, although you will agree with
me that it will be a great loss to Al-
berta, and the pcople here are very dis-
!ammintcd, as Laurier -is getting to b
! However, he may re-con-
sider it for party reasons, and be in-
duced to come here and take charge.
1 was glad to see that my friend, Hol-
‘den, showed some spirit in this matter,
|but was rather disappointed to find
Telford the other way. Dr. Clarke is
very disappointed over the results, as
his friend, Duncan, will have to g
back to the farm. The rest of th
western men feel about as well over
it as I do. I intend going west, may-
i be next week, and hope that you will
be organized and doing business, and
expect to be honored with a seat on
the floor of the house ,as it will b
the first Government of Alberta that
I had ever taken an opportunity of scc-
'ing the motion. ]

Not receiving any news from you, |
was afraid that I disappointed you 11
i some of the returns you asked for, bul
},\uur wires were not very clear ,and,

ir some caseS, your information W
jnlmust impaossible to ebtain, but appar-
ently, you did not need it, anyway.
{may say that Hon. Frank Oliver 1
{ jubilant this morning over this st
proposition, although, all along, he h
been very non-committal. I expect 1
be home and see you some time thi
mcnth,
i Wishing you every success,
i I remain,
I Yours truly .
| W. H. WHITE
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